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Chairman’s Report
I do hope that you have all been keeping safe,
here in our beautiful parish. I am thankful to
have such good neighbours and to live in a
supportive community. Walking around the
parish has been a real treat during lockdown as
it has been a chance to chat with neighbours,
socially distanced of course. As restrictions are
lifted, I do hope that we retain our newly
acquired sense of community, which makes our parish an even better
place to live. Please continue knocking on doors, stepping back, and
ensuring that your neighbours are safe and well. Some people have
been very lonely during this strange time; a simple ‘Hello, how are
you?’ will make an incredible difference.
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I will now update you on how council meetings have been adapting to
the new situation over the past few months. At our March meeting
before the start of lockdown, we met face to face with social
distancing, and we delegated powers to Mr Penfold until the required
legislation was in place to allow us to meet virtually. In April, we held
an informal virtual meeting, and Mr Penfold updated us on what had
been happening over the past month. New legislation1 now enables
parish councils to hold virtual meetings, and Annual Parish Council
meetings are postponed to 2021. Councillors have been invited to
extend their period in office until 2021. The parish council held its first Zoom meeting in May. There were some technical
issues, but for the most part the meeting was successful, and members of the public were able to attend, including a
1

The Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panels) (England and Wales) Regulations
2020
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reporter from the Henley Standard. The meeting in June using Zoom was more successful with more participation from
members of the public.
If you have an issue that you would like to discuss in the open session, or would just like to see what your parish council
does, please join us by requesting a link from Mr Penfold at clerk@kepc.info. We would be delighted to see as many of
you as possible. Please ensure that Mr Penfold replies to your request.
Our April newsletter was the first one to be delivered to parishioners by email and available to download from the
website. It was well received, and the editorial team received many compliments. We will continue to distribute our
newsletter by email in the future, but if you know of someone in the parish who is not able to receive an electronic
version, please notify me (email below) so that a paper version can be printed for them. (Please ask their permission first.)
SODC Local Plan
The parish council formally responded to the consultation on this in February 2019, with additions in June 2020 to
highlight issues on the Reading/Oxfordshire border. Please see http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/services-andadvice/planning-and-building/planning-policy/local-plan-2034 for the most up to date information. Matt Rodda, the MP
for Reading East, opposes the proposed development on Reading Golf Course, and has prepared a survey at
https://mattroddamp.com/content/reading-golf-course to poll his constituents' opinions about it. He says ‘A planning
application to build hundreds of houses on Reading Golf Club is due to be made in the next few weeks. I oppose this
scheme because of the potential damage to the local environment in Emmer Green and the increase in traffic in
Caversham and Emmer Green, over the Thames bridges and in the town centre. Please complete my survey on the golf
course development or email me about other issues.’
Third Bridge
Reading’s draft Local Transport Plan 4 (2020-36) (LTP) was published in May 2020 for consultation. It can be viewed at
https://www.reading.gov.uk/transportstrategy and comments can be submitted up to the end of August 2020. A proposed
third bridge and a new orbital road linking it to the A4074, passing through the Parish of Kidmore End, is causing some
consternation in the parish. Kidmore End Parish Council has always opposed a third Thames crossing, as we fear that
Reading will be moving their traffic problems and pollution to South Oxfordshire. This is not a sustainable solution
because of the current climate emergency.
The council’s transport committee has prepared a report, which we discussed at length at the June meeting. It was agreed
that seeking cooperation and joint working between local parish councils, SODC, OCC and Reading Borough Council
should be the goal, to work out ways to reduce traffic at peak times, promote sustainable public and school transport,
facilitate park and ride and cycle lanes, and possible toll charges for vehicles outside the Reading catchment area. Your
council will consult with neighbouring parish councils to write a joint response to the draft LTP, which will be discussed
at the July meeting.
Neighbourhood Development Plan
The steering group will continue working using virtual means during lockdown. Please see the NDP group’s update on
page 7 for information on progress of the NDP and for additional information and comment on the issues mentioned
above. NDP updates are also available on the website. There will be further discussions at the July council meeting on 22
July, if you’d like to join us virtually.
Covid-19
What an amazing response from all the hamlets in our parish! We are helping each other out in many ways: supporting
our vulnerable residents, collecting prescriptions, shopping for neighbours, volunteering, networking, creating practical
support packages, sewing for the NHS, sharing plants and seedlings, keeping our parish looking beautiful, just to name a
few. You will find more stories in this newsletter.
We understand that play areas will open in July, subject to satisfactory health and safety arrangements being in place.
The recreation ground at Gallowstree Common is open, but please adhere to social distancing and lockdown rules.
Parking charges were re-introduced in district council car parks across South Oxfordshire and the Vale of White Horse on
8 June. NHS staff and care workers who display a national COVID-19 pass can park for free. To claim a pass,
email carparks.southandvale.uk@sabagroup.com, including proof of employment.
Community Infrastructure Levy
Thank you for continuing to send in your ideas to clerk@kepc.info.
Road Safety
At the start of lockdown, Ian Kendrick did not cut verges and our Superuser was asked not to report potholes with the
exception of Category 1 potholes. You will notice that verges are now being trimmed again, and Chris Brook is able to
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report all potholes once more. The Dragonpatcher has been busy in many parts of the parish and was particularly
welcomed by residents in The Hamlet.
There will be no Community Speedwatch until restrictions are lifted. However, we appreciate that concerns have been
raised about speeding in the parish and our Community Speedwatch coordinator will liaise with the police so that we can
use the device at the first opportunity.
The Reformation Pub
Sue Biggs is compiling information to support a fourth application for this to be listed as an Asset of Community Value.
There is a Facebook page supporting this, Reform the Reformation. Local residents have suggested some imaginative
ways in which the pub could be used to support the community, see page 16. You can complete a simple survey at
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Reform_The_Ref_survey. Please add your support.
Update on the Diamond Jubilee Pavilion
The water issue is dragging on, but the good news is that the insurers have paid up and Castle Water Ltd has been sent a
cheque. We are hoping that the water will have been reconnected by the time you read this newsletter. However, this issue
is not over; it appears that the water was not cut off properly in November 2019, and the parish council has been sent
invoices for water that has passed through the (shutoff) meter. The Pavilion will remain closed until further notice.
75th Anniversary of VE Day
The church flower ladies did a marvellous job of decorating the outside of the church, graveyard and well in Kidmore
End. Bunting was put up, and walkers and cyclists from all around came to see the display. In fact, the floral decorations
created such interest, that the flower ladies are continuing to decorate the church entrance. Many parishioners joined the
country in celebrating by having a picnic in their front gardens, see page 3.
A huge Thank you
Now for a huge thank you to all the distributors of the paper newsletter. Your help has been invaluable over the years,
delivering the paper copy to every household in the parish in the rain, snow, hail and sunshine. Many of you have
volunteered to do this for many, many years, in some cases, decades. Thank you for all your support. I have been so
grateful to be able to call on your services over the years, and I do appreciate all your hard work and dedication. Thank
you.
Caroline Aldridge
chairman@kepc.info

VE Day
Victory in Europe on 8 June 1945 was day of celebration. People came out of their homes across the country and felt safe
in the knowledge that there would be no more air raids and loved ones would soon be returning home.
On Friday 8 June 2020 we were set to commemorate the 75th anniversary of VE Day with services, parades, street parties
and music, the traditional May Bank Holiday having been moved to coincide with the date. Little did we know that that
date would find us in the midst of a different kind of war and coping with the 7th week of lockdown.
Although public events had been cancelled many towns and villages across the country nevertheless decided to use the
day as an opportunity to remember the past and celebrated in their own ways. Here in our parish we had bunting draped
across many homes and gardens, and in Kidmore End the New Inn sign was covered by a Union Jack and the church
flower ladies produced a magnificent display for the well and the church door.
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Villagers in Kidmore End had a day of socially distanced activities planned, which began with the national two-minute
silence at 1100. Many people stood quietly outside their homes and quite a few walked to the War Memorial. We were
treated to a superb rendition of the Last Post by Patrick Sharman at precisely 1455. At 1500 we joined the Nation’s Toast,
coming out of our houses for a picnic tea and cakes, chatting across the lanes and being cautious not to get too close. At
6pm we ventured out again, this time to toast the village and the teacups were swapped for wine glasses. There was a
marvellous atmosphere and the occasion provided an opportunity for villagers to chat and exchange stories of how they
had been coping in these strange times. As we wandered back behind our gates, we were treated to the church bell being
rung by Robert Lynch, Churchwarden, after being given special permission to do so by the Bishop!
Unlike VE Day in 1945 when the average temperature across the country was 13 degrees and cloudy with showers, we
were blessed with wonderful weather, as indeed we have been for the past couple of months, and that the Kidmore End
celebrations succeeded is due in no small way to our WhatsApp group that galvanised us into action and encouraged our
participation.
Sue Remenyi

From the Rector
Dear Friends
What I write here may soon be overtaken by events, as the guidance from government and church continues
to develop, but at the time of writing, churches have been given permission to open for personal prayer.
This is a positive development. St John’s means so much to our community, as a place of stillness and
peace, hallowed by prayer and worship of generations of people.
Because of the requirements of maintaining social distancing and hygiene, the current plan is to open the
church only for a short period once a week. There will be a steward in the building to help remind people about using
hand sanitiser and maintaining the necessary distance with others.
Because this is a fast-changing situation, can I encourage you to check on the church website at A Church Near You
(www.achurchnearyou.com/church/166/), under “Coronavirus Situation”, where there will be up to date information
about when the church will be open, and indeed other developments as the lockdown eases.
God bless
James

The Parish Church
This article is being written on Pentecost (Whit Sunday); even though this is a
most important day in the church’s year, St John’s Church, Kidmore End is
closed. Due to the Coronavirus situation, the church has now been locked up
for eleven Sundays. The “church”, however, is much more than a building and
church life has gone on and, despite the church being closed on Easter Day, it
was good to see the floral display at the front door.
Worship. For worship during these eleven weeks, members have been able to
choose from a number of streamed Sunday services, including one on the
Diocese website www.oxford.anglican.org/livestream, and one on the Church of England website
www.churchofengland.org. The most popular service of all, however, has undoubtedly been that led by the Rector – a
video recorded in the Rectory and available each Sunday on our website www.achurchnearyou.com/church/166/. For
those without access to the internet, the diocesan service can be reached on the phone at 01685 920 930.
Also on our website these days, is our church magazine, The Lamb and Flag. In this form, colour photographs can be
included, and the June edition contains a number of photos showing floral displays in the centre of the village on the 75th
Anniversary of VE Day. Thanks are due to our Flower Ladies and helpers for arranging these displays, one of which
featured the front door at St John’s church. Sadly, the benefice service, which had been scheduled to mark the
anniversary, had to be cancelled.
Readers who receive our weekly email will have enjoyed the attachment produced by the Rev Sheila, our Associate
Priest. Entitled Not the 19 o’clock News (this will bring back memories for some readers), Sheila’s pearls of wisdom are
mixed with not a little humour – very welcome during this difficult period.
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Zoom. Before lockdown, Zoom was a resource of which many of us
were unaware (blissfully, in some cases!). Like many things, however,
this has been changed by Coronavirus; and it now facilitates meetings
of the church choir, our bible study group and the benefice prayer
group.
Confirmation. The confirmation which was due to take place on 1 July
has had to be cancelled, since it is probable that the church will still be
closed at that time. The service will be re-arranged.
Springwater Church Food Bank. At the beginning of this lockdown,
the Springwater Church (in Blounts Court Road, Peppard Common)
started a food bank to support people in the area who may need some
additional assistance. The Good Neighbour food bank currently supports over 30 families with basic food and other
practical resources.
In the Peppard Common and Sonning Common areas, various local volunteers and organisations have been working
together, and Springwater has partnered with the SOCO Network, Sonning Common Parish Council, Peppard Common
Parish Council, the local churches and various individuals in gathering supplies that can be distributed as needed. There
are also volunteers who are helping support the food bank by delivering food parcels.
To donate food items or make a cash donation or just to find out more about Good Neighbour, please contact the
Springwater Church office, either through the contact page on their website, on 0118 9724519, or by email
contactspringwater@gmail.com
Readers wishing to keep up-to-date with church news/events are invited to refer to our website on
www.achurchnearyou.com/church/166/
Clergy contact details for any prayer or information requests are –
Revd James Stickings, 0118 9721459 or email Revjstickings@gmail.com
Revd Sheila Walker, 0118 9724861 or email swalk2@btinternet.com
Neil Scott (On behalf of the Parochial Church Council)

A Place to Sit
A new bench has been placed in the churchyard at Saint John the Baptist church in Kidmore End in memory of Ron and
Betty Brindley who between them devoted nearly 100 years of service to the church. Ron was Churchwarden for 26
years, then Churchwarden Emeritus until his death in 2018 at the age of 95. Betty was Sacristan and between them they
looked after the church and faithfully served the clergy and people in the parish.
The bench was installed by Dave Young and Terry Russ who are pictured installing the bench, taking care to social
distance(!), then trying the bench for size. The Churchwarden has promised them a pint of Brakspears’ each when the
New Inn reopens!

St Michael’s Catholic Church
Like many families, the parish family of St Michael’s Catholic Church that includes Kidmore End, had all its plans for
Easter brought to an abrupt halt when Covid-19 struck. The church was closed, there could be no gathering of the parish
community, visits to the parish school were stopped and pastoral visits to care homes and the vulnerable housebound had
to be halted. However, Fr Michael continues to celebrate Mass each day behind locked doors praying for our community,
our country and the world.
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May and June are important months in our calendar since it is then our young people traditionally make their first holy
communion or are confirmed. These are important moments as their parents encourage them in their life of faith. Like
many significant family events these have had to be cancelled until a safer time.
As with many other groups we began to adapt. During the first couple of weeks of the lockdown we started a twice
weekly Zoom broadcast to allow parishioners to join together for our Lenten prayers. During Holy Week this was
extended to a daily broadcast allowing parishioners to prepare for and celebrate Easter with one another. We continue to
meet online for a short time Monday to Friday to pray and reflect on readings from the Bible.
More recently our use of technology stepped up a notch when we started live-streaming Fr Michael’s daily Masses on
YouTube. This was a do it yourself effort with a couple of parishioners laying an ethernet cable to the church and others
with no previous experience sorting out the software. Currently Mass from St Michael’s is broadcast at10.30am Sunday
and 11am Monday to Saturday. Search ‘St Michael’s Sonning Common’ on YouTube and click that day’s broadcast.
St Michael’s is now open on occasions for private prayer and our thoughts are beginning to turn to life after churches are
allowed to reopen fully. What that will be like no one can guess.
If anyone is in need of a Catholic priest, they should still contact the parish office.
For up to date information check the weekly newsletter on our website: www.saintmichaelsonningcommon.org.uk
Brian Theobald
Permanent Deacon

Summer Term at Kidmore End CE School
Like everyone else, I’m sure, I’m finding it a bit tricky to know where to start on
this article, as the world looks very different from the last time of writing at the
beginning of March. However, it’s a good opportunity to reflect on the last few
months and how we have continued to operate in this time.
The closure of school to most pupils on 20 March was a shock to our whole
community, although we had been anticipating it for a couple of weeks as it
became clear how serious the situation was becoming across the country. In the
space of a few days, we had to consider how we would provide some initial
resources for home learning, communicate with staff and pupils at a distance and
provide childcare for the children of essential workers. We have had a small
group of ‘keyworker’ children throughout, which became a very small group once lockdown was announced. The
beautiful weather helped the adults and children in school a great deal, and we enjoyed a lot of time outside (and played a
lot of tennis) between March and May.
Meanwhile, parents and carers were settling into routines for home learning. There is no doubt that were we to start again
with this process, with perhaps a little more planning time, we would probably set things up in a very different way.
However, with staff either on a rota in school, or shielding/self-isolating at home, and families with hugely varied
circumstances, we decided to keep our approach simple and put all home learning on the school website, for everyone to
access as and when they wished. We also made it very clear that our suggestions were starting points, and that we would
love to see anything that children wished to share with us. This has led to a whole host of activity shared with us, some
clearly linked with suggestions made by teachers and some with children and families exploring their own interests.
From tadpoles to cooking meals, building boats to learning to draw cartoons, we have seen learning of life skills and
creativity that I hope will be a lasting legacy of this period of time.
Since Easter we have embarked on a World Tour whole school topic. We’ve been grateful to Revd James and Mrs
Crouch amongst others in our school community for sharing their experiences of living in different countries, and have
travelled the world from the safety of our homes and school. In some cases this whole school topic has allowed siblings
to work together or alongside on similar projects, and again it has proven a good starting point for individual children’s
learning journeys. One of the most popular aspects was our participation in the Children’s Challenge Virtual Duathlon,
from London to Cairo. Over 7 days families were encouraged to walk, run or cycle and to try and complete the 3509
kilometres needed to reach Cairo. I’m delighted to say we made it, with Mrs Jones leading the way for the staff team!
Following the Prime Minister’s announcement on Sunday 10 May, we turned our attention to plans for the wider opening
of school, initially focused on Reception, Year One and Year Six. As you can imagine this was a complicated process as
safety concerns were and remain significant. We have been fortunate to have had excellent support from our academy
trust, the Oxford Diocesan Schools Trust, and governors and staff as always worked together to ensure that last week we
were able to welcome back the first of the three groups, our youngest pupils. It was an absolute delight to hear children
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playing, laughing and chatting in school, and to see the staff again reinvent our provision to teach smaller groups, not in
their usual classrooms, but in school and happy to be there. We hope to welcome more children back into school soon,
although the need for smaller groups staffed by consistent adults means we will not be ‘back to normal’ for some time.
For me, there have been two definite positives of this period of school closure to most children. The first is the continued
vocal support of our school community throughout. Every email contains a message of concern for the wellbeing of staff,
every interaction with neighbours as they pass by the school includes expression of concern for staff and children, and
every child we have seen in passing has waved and smiled and reminded us of our core purpose as a school. Our
governors have given exceptional support in extremely challenging circumstances, more so than should be expected of
any volunteer. Staff have continued to keep smiling, adapting constantly and, particularly in the most recent phase, have
been determined to play their part in making the whole run smoothly. The other positive is that many families have
expressed enjoyment of at least parts of the lockdown period. I have no doubt that every family has faced periods of
stress, particularly when juggling their own work commitments with home learning, and for families directly affected by
the virus this has been an incredibly challenging time. However, many parents have told us that stepping away from the
busy schedule of activities and spending time together as a family on simple pastimes such as walking or cycling, has
been a change for which they are thankful.
Nevertheless, I think we are all very much looking forward to being together again as a
school, and particularly enjoying school events together which have sadly had to be
cancelled for this year. We do have plans for a virtual Leavers’ Service, and will
definitely mark the end of the school year for all children in some form, but we hope in
September that even if there are still requirements for social distancing, we can come
together to celebrate the very special school family that we have here in Kidmore End
and especially to welcome the new members of the family joining us as the Foundation
class of 2020.
Linda Hull, Headteacher

Local Planning Matters
This piece has been written to provide important information relevant to Kidmore End Parish regarding the current status
of the following:
•

South Oxfordshire District Council (SODC) Emerging Local Plan

•

Planning application to Reading Borough Council for development at Reading Golf Club

•

Reading Transport Strategy 2036 and Consultation

•

Kidmore End Parish NDP Update

This update is in addition to the minutes of the NDP Steering Group and Parish Council meetings which can be found at
www.kepc.info.
Introduction
Since the country went into lockdown in March it has certainly been a strange few weeks for everyone. It has been
heartening to hear so many stories of residents within our parish coming together to support friends and neighbours and it
reminds us that not only do we live in a beautiful part of the world, but that we are extremely fortunate to have such a
supportive community around us.
With the focus so rightly on making sure everyone is keeping safe and well, the NDP Steering Group have had to decide
whether or not it is appropriate, and indeed possible, to continue with our work to create our NDP, or whether it should be
put on hold for the time being. Due to the stage we are at with the plan now, as well as recent events relating to the
development of SODC’s emerging Local Plan, a scoping paper for development at Reading Golf Course and the Reading
Transport Strategy and Consultation, the group have decided it is right to continue.
We would like to provide you with an update on these plans which could affect our parish (with links where possible) as
well as the work we are currently doing to move forward with our Kidmore End Parish NDP.
SODC’s Emerging Local Plan
Following a change in leadership at SODC in May 2019, and debate about the Emerging Local Plan 2034, the resulting
delay has led to the Secretary of State writing to the Chief Executive of SODC on 3 March 2020 to inform him of the
government’s expectation that the SODC Local Plan should be progressed through to adoption by December 2020.
Following comments and questions from the Inspector on the SODC emerging Local Plan, SODC have now provided its
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responses, either accepting recommended changes to some elements of the plan or providing the rationale for maintaining
existing policies and strategies.
Of particular note to our parish is the conclusion by SODC that housing growth within South Oxfordshire should not be
positioned close to the Reading boundary as this would not be of benefit to South Oxfordshire generally, and would
exacerbate current issues with infrastructure including roads, schools and healthcare in the Caversham area.
The link to the questions set by the inspector and the responses from SODC is below. You can also access the timetable
set out for the Local Plan and information about the role of the inspector: http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/services-andadvice/planning-and-building/planning-policy/local-plan-2034/local-plan-2034-examinatio
Reading Golf Club
Developers Fairfax and Redrow for Reading Golf Club are preparing to submit plans for the development of 275 houses
on the Reading Borough side of the Golf Course, butting up to the boundary with Kidmore End Parish. The Reading
Local Plan makes provision for between 90 – 130 homes on this site but Reading Borough Council have recently admitted
they have a shortfall of houses against their plan. The original plan put forward by the golf club was to build 250 houses.
It seems this number has increased. The developers state that provision will be made for a medical centre on the site and
that the land on the South Oxfordshire side will be maintained as a country park. The developers have put forward a
scoping plan to Reading Borough Council.
One of the main reasons for Kidmore End Parish initiating the NDP process was to protect against large scale
development within the parish. To date South Oxfordshire have not indicated that they would approve plans to build on
the South Oxfordshire side of the Reading boundary. It is important that we continue to push forward with our NDP to
provide evidence that the remaining land on the golf course is not an appropriate site for development.
For information you can visit the Keep Emmer Green (KEG) website: https://www.keepemmergreen.com/golf-club-plans
Reading Transport Strategy Consultation
Reading Borough Council have been drafting their Reading Transport Strategy 2036. For full information
see: https://www.reading.gov.uk/transportstrategy
The draft strategy has now been published and the consultation period is from 4 May 2020 to 30 August 2020 with results
due to be published on 1 December 2020.
This is a lengthy document, however there are a number of areas which are relevant to South Oxfordshire and our parish.
In particular, pages 90, 97, 98, 107 and 111 refer to a new orbital route connecting the A4074 and A4155 with a Park and
Ride to the north of Reading, as well as a new river crossing to the east of Reading linking Caversham to the A3290.
Both the KE Parish Council and SODC will be responding to the consultation, however, we urge residents within the
parish to submit their comments too via the following link: https://consult.reading.gov.uk/dens/reading-transport-strategy2036/
Kidmore End Parish NDP Update
As you will see, despite the restrictions placed on us all by the pandemic, plans to develop our local area are continuing.
The NDP Steering Group feel that we also need to keep pace and ensure that we are ready to submit our NDP early next
year. The current directive from the government is that NDP referendums have to be put on hold until May 2021, but we
still have work to do to be ready for this.
In September 2019 we held a public event in Kidmore End School and the Pavilion in Gallowstree Common to present
the research and information gathered as part of the call for sites process. The public event also presented the proposal for
an allocated site within the village of Kidmore End of 3-4 houses at CFS 8 and asked for feedback via a survey on this
and our stated approach to creating a suite of NDP policies.
The information relating to the events can be found here: https://www.kepc.info/wpcontent/uploads/2019/09/KEPCpanelslo.pdf
Since September 2019 we have been working on the detailed policy wording, taking into account the feedback we
received in the survey from residents in the parish as well as the expectations set out in SODC’s Core Strategy and
Emerging Local Plan. The policies relate to building new homes as well as extensions, rebuilds, the AONB and open
spaces. The first draft of the detailed policy wording has been commented on by SODC’s planning team and the Steering
Group are now working on incorporating these comments where appropriate.
Once the SODC planning team have had a second review of the wording we will be in a position to share the draft
policies with the community. We are making plans, in the event that social distancing continues, to share the information
in an interactive way via the parish council website. This will enable us to get the feedback from the community that we
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want and need in order to ensure that our NDP is representative of the views and requirements stated by the majority of
our community.
Next Steps
The Steering Group will ensure that we use all possible means of communication to inform residents of our next
community engagement event, which, as described, will be to review and provide feedback on the draft policy wording,
whether in person or remotely.
In the meantime, we ask that residents provide feedback to the draft Reading Transport Strategy through the consultation
process: https://consult.reading.gov.uk/dens/reading-transport-strategy-2036/
And please also keep an eye out for the Reading Golf Club planning application which will be found on the planning
applications page of the Reading Borough Council website: http://planning.reading.gov.uk/fastweb_PL/welcome.asp
Kidmore End Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) Steering Group, May 2020

Sonning Common Health Centre 50th Anniversary
Unsurprisingly we are sadly postponing this special event on 28 June. We hope it may be possible to rearrange this for
Sunday 13 September when we will hopefully be able to celebrate the end of social isolation as well as our 50th
Anniversary. If that is not possible, we will organise a double celebration in June/July 2021 to celebrate the end of
COVID too. Please save the date for September, we will give more information when the situation with Covid-19
becomes clear.
Take care, stay well from the SCHC team.

Local Delivery Scheme from Gallowstree Common
This is the story of a community veg box delivery scheme that we have started in the Hamlet, Gallowstree Common. We
are now in Week 12 of the scheme.
Before lockdown began on 23 March, I had been getting quite concerned about food supply. There was increasingly little
on the shelves and going to the shops was discouraged. Then I heard that Dudmans, a wholesale fruit and veg merchant
at Emmer Green, would deliver. I ordered a vegetable and fruit box, and some other items including 3 cabbages for my
parents (…. they are very keen on cabbage).
That first delivery was a joy to receive and the most enormous relief! However, I noticed that the Dudmans delivery
driver was harassed - he had tens of deliveries to make, all to residential households and of course they were not set up for
retail. I asked him, without thinking of the possible implications, more to ensure a continuing supply line, 'Would it help
if I did some deliveries locally and you could just deliver to here as a hub?'
'You bet!' he said. So, that’s how it started.
From there I began organising supplies and Deborah Hemnett offered to help with deliveries. I
leafletted neighbours and the next week we delivered 10 veg boxes. We were under way.
Over the following two weeks we added chicken and eggs from Carl Woods to the box and the
number of deliveries went up to 13. By the fifth week we were able to offer fruit too and a
smaller veg box (partly to reduce the weight as 2kg potatoes, 4 litres of milk and a cabbage start
to weigh a bit!). We also found a local baker - Warings of Reading - who were willing to supply
to us as a community hub, so the offer now included home baked multiseed and sourdough as
well. And we extended our deliveries to another 3 families in Kidmore End and 2 in Gallowstree
Common beyond the Hamlet.
Week 6 was eventful. We had a new volunteer, Ollie Corbett from Kidmore End, able to drive
and wanting a volunteering project for his Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award. And my
nightmare scenario - not ordering the right amount - happened. No sooner had I realised that
we had too many veg boxes and too few fruit boxes than the first customer texted to say it was
all lovely but maybe she was missing a few items, including a chicken - aaaaah! How could a
dead chicken have jumped out of the box? By this stage I realised that I could not remember
exactly how many boxes I had filled. While Ollie and I tried frantically to get to the bottom of
it, she texted again to say she had found the missing box. Phew, it was a false alarm!
But we had had a warning and I needed more expertise to tighten up our ordering and delivery system. The cavalry
arrived in the shape of Mary Carpenter who was utterly brilliant. She organised my excel spread sheets properly with
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functions and cross references so that I cannot mis-total anything ever again. By the next week Ollie and I had the
checking of veg box deliveries down to a fine art and photographed everything.
In week 8 the order form was getting longer as, being a glutton for punishment, I had another ‘good idea’ to extend the
range. Strawberries … tiny and very sweet. Also doughnuts, Eccles cakes and lardy cake - now that is a temptation I
could not resist. The new offering went down well, and feedback was appreciative.
‘Oh my goodness what a feast. One can almost smell the strawberries. As for lardy cake, I haven’t
seen it for years. What a treat.’
‘The Eccles cakes were delicious, so much fruit filling!’
By week 10 the ever-expanding order form only just fitted onto an A4 sheet and I mentioned to Ollie that we might
develop a website. Personally, I am terrified of online anything, but nothing ventured … However, it turned out that Ollie
was a ‘Wix’ enthusiast and quite knowledgeable and within 24 hours of sending photos we had them loaded onto a new
Wix site. Now it was down to me to sort out payment details and how we work with it, just a few minor details.
This is a ‘just in time’ venture and last week, week 11, it came as a shock to find that cauliflowers, broccoli and
sourdough were not available. I slightly nervously started contacting customers to see if they would take a sub, but
everyone was charming, and asparagus turned out to be a very welcome replacement. The sourdough was more
problematic, but we did the best we could, and responses were equally generous.
I have found the veg boxes are a great vehicle for surplus plants. My first foray into planting seeds as a response to
lockdown has produced industrial quantities of small coriander seedlings needing a home. So, the veg boxes is where
they went!
It is now week 12 and we have a name for our venture; after much asking about, chewing the cud, and asking again, we
have come up with LOCAL VEG ETC. Ollie approves, Miranda thinks it snappy! Ollie has done a professional job on
our website: www.localvegetc.co.uk It went live on 12 June and we immediately had an order by return from one of our
regular customers, and 39 visitors to the site within the first 24hrs.
This is a triumph for Ollie Corbett who has turned a volunteering project for his Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award into a
community venture that may be replicable. Now that we have a website, we have a model to show to anyone interested in
a very simple community hub. Sarah Wilkinson is a new volunteer and thanks to her we now have much smarter boxes
for the produce.

It has been surprisingly rewarding to set up this small delivery scheme. As Debbie says, it is positive and it is fun. We
have created a new social network: a not-for-profit service set up by local people for local people which supports local
businesses, and we are all contributing to that precious commodity 'social capital'. Can this continue? I hope so.
Jane Mather
Withy Copse, Horsepond Road, Tel 07768 791429

Thank-you from Debbie Page
I would like to thank everyone so much for their support during May for my “Gate
Gallery” at Lodge Gate Cottage, Kidmore End. Local artists such as myself were
disappointed at the cancellation of the Spring arts events - the Henley Arts Trail and
Oxfordshire Artweeks festival. However, with the wonderful weather we enjoyed in
May and the good fortune to live on a popular walking route, I took the opportunity
to mount my own small display of work - sitting by my gate, with my pottery socially distanced of course!
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Thank you for coming along for a chat and for buying my work - really appreciate your support. Thank you also to
everyone who has been passing on their unwanted bubble wrap etc - it’s been very useful to me when posting sold
work. I appreciate continued contributions of bubble wrap and air bags, but please no more boxes!
There are tentative plans to hold the Caversham Arts Trail on the weekend of 26 and 27 Sept, so fingers crossed. I’m also
hoping to resume pottery making workshops during the Summer as well. In the meantime, you know where to find me
should you need gifts for family and friends or treats for yourself. My email address is debbiepage1961@gmail.com and
you will find my online shop on my website www.debbiepage.co.uk.
Debbie Page

Cow Parsley, and her very dodgy friend ...
I took it upon myself recently to try a bit of foraging. I am sure we have all noticed our verges,
resplendent in a sea of pretty white flowers, namely ‘cow parsley’, also known as ‘wild chervil’. As
well as looking pretty in a vase, cow parsley is apparently edible!
Luckily, before I ventured forth for a bit of free nosh, I was chatting to our resident botanist, Caroline
Aldridge, who wished me luck, and asked if I could tell the difference between ‘wild chervil’ and
‘poison hemlock’. “What, like the stuff they killed Socrates with back in the day?” asks me. “That’s
the one” says she. (Socrates was sentenced to ‘death by drinking hemlock’ for ‘impiety and corrupting
the young’ in 399 BC.)
I had already set my sights on a huge clump of what I thought was wild chervil, so I did a bit of
research and sure enough, I was about to go the same way as Socrates! Thank you, Caroline, you are a
life saver! Just 0.1g of the stuff is fatal if consumed and every part of the plant is deadly. Even the dead
stems are deadly for up to 3 years. The active poison kills by shutting down the respiratory system.
There is no cure!
So below are a few pointers for telling the difference between the two. (They often grow next to each
other, like in the verge opposite The New Inn.) The top picture is hemlock and the lower picture is cow
parsley.
• Hemlock is much taller than cow parsley.
• The stems of cow parsley are ribbed, a bit like celery, and slightly hairy. The hemlock stem is smooth.
• Cow parsley often has a pinkish hue to the stem; hemlock has very distinctive purple blotches on a green stem.
I think I’ll keep my foraging to Tescos!
Calum Maclean

Search for Relatives of Missing Airman
At the beginning of the year I was contacted by Caroline Aldridge asking for help with an enquiry about finding any
relatives of a WW2 airman from Kidmore End who had died in Canada.
The chap in question was William C Smith. Now there is a challenge for a researcher. According to the Commonwealth
War Graves Commission, William was the son of John and Maude Smith of Kidmore End, Oxfordshire. I contacted the
chap in Canada who had made the enquiry and it transpired that William Charles Smith was a 17 year old lad who had
joined the RAF, reached the rank of leading aircraftman and had been sent to Canada to learn to fly.
He arrived at Royal Canadian Air Force No.6 Service Flying Training School, Dunville
Airfield, Ontario, on 25 February 1943. Over the next 16 weeks he attended ground school
lectures and flew 67 hours 45 minutes in a Tiger Moth basic training aircraft, and 74 hours
15 minutes in a North American Harvard intermediate trainer. By mid-June William was
able to fly without an instructor on board.
On 19 June 1943 he took off from Dunville at 14.25 hrs on board an N.A. Havard 2963. He
was authorised to carry out: spins commencing at 8000 feet, precautionary landings at
Welland Airport, steep turns at 3000 feet and forced landing practise.
The next thing that happened is that the base had a report that there was an aircraft doing a mock attack on a passenger
ferry on Lake Erie. After circling and swooping over the steamer “Canadiana” the aircraft suddenly dived vertically into
the lake from about 75 feet, barely 50 feet from the starboard side of the boat. The port wing sheared off and the aircraft
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sank within minutes. The steamer immediately stopped and backtracked to where the aircraft had disappeared. Despite
circling for some time there was no trace of the pilot.
A US Coastguard cutter managed to raise the wreckage from the lake about four hours later.
William was still in the cockpit. He was buried in Dunville Riverside Cemetery with full military
honours.
I am very grateful to Shawn Wylie of the Canadian Dive team who are still searching the wreck
site in Lake Erie, as he provided me with the official reports on the crash and pictures of the dive,
all of which I hope to make available in the not too distant future.
It is a very appropriate day to submit this report as just this morning I received a telephone call from a nephew of
William’s, in response to my 4-month long search. Now to pass the news on to Canada and tell them that there will be at
least one relative at the memorial service that they are planning.
Mike Willoughby

Tokers Green News
In recent weeks life under lockdown has, of course, resulted in all our planned village social events and group activities
being cancelled. So no Big Lunch, no progressive dinner parties, no quiz evenings and no meet-ups in the pub. Hopefully
before too long these will all be back on the calendar.
Just before the lockdown started a group of us spent a couple of hours on a, thankfully dry, Sunday morning collecting
over 20 bin bags of rubbish from the verges around the village. A great job was done. It made the village look lovely and
we even had a photo and short write-up in the Henley Standard. Thanks to SODC for providing the bags, the pickers and
the Hi-Vis jackets. No especially unusual detritus collected this year just the normal cans, bottles, fast food wrappers etc
but several footballs and items of clothing (?).
After lockdown was introduced, we set up a WhatsApp group in each part of the village to share news and help each other
- thanks to all our street co-ordinators for taking the lead on these. News was shared, requests for help responded to and a
plea to help search for a lost cat answered. We also had some new neighbours ask for their names to be added to the
village email list for our regular updates and information.
A couple of neighbours asked for donations of certain types of items so they could directly take them to a charity they
each support and each time there was a good response from around the village. Thanks to our generous neighbours
supporting others even when charity shops are closed to donations.
We are hopeful that the Parish Council will soon be able to arrange for a contractor to visit Tokers Green and remove the
silt from the pond.
Finally, the Sunflower challenge is underway around the gardens in the village and the judging of the biggest and
brightest will take place later in the summer.
Ian Beale ian99beale@yahoo.co.uk

Around our Villages: Cane End
Cane End is the oldest part of our parish, with a definite history dating back to 1158. It was originally known as Canons
End due to providing a rest house or country residence for the Abbot and Canons of the Abbey of Notley in
Buckinghamshire. The original charter is in the Bodleian Library in Oxford, written in old Latin. A translated extract
reads ‘For the support of the Canons serving God in this place we set aside all the churches and tithes which are ours to
give, namely the Church of Caversham with all that belongs to it‘. This charter was confirmed by King Henry II and by
King John.
The fourteenth century North Chapel in Caversham Parish Church belonged to the owner of the Cane End Estate, as did
certain seats in Mapledurham Church. It is rumoured that an underground tunnel once linked the Cane End and
Mapledurham Estates whereby priests escaped the perils of the Reformation in the early 16th Century.
Sir Anthony Brigham purchased the estate from King Henry VIII in 1536 when the Monastery of Notley was dissolved,
and it was retained in the family for 400 years. Sir Anthony was the chief disbursing officer of the royal household. A
granddaughter of his (many generations later) married William Vanderstegen who went on to become High Sheriff in
1761 and was one of the first Commissioners of the Thames. He kept a large pack of foxhounds at a spot still known as
Dog Kennel Corner (where Hazelmoor Lane crosses Kidmore Lane).
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In 1937, Cane End Estate was the first in the
UK to employ a team from New Zealand
and introduce sheep shearing. During the
second world war, the house was
requisitioned as a school for local children.
The current Cane End House was built in
1704 on the site of an earlier house (said to
be King Henry VIII’s hunting lodge and
some stonework of which can still be seen at
the base). The original house had its own
bake house, icehouse, butchery and brewery. It is a typical Queen Anne edifice, with dormer windows in the top storey.
The reception rooms panelled in oak are spacious and lofty. Among the other treasures of the house are the beautifully
embossed Title-deeds of the estate as well as family portraits of the Brighams and Vanderstegens. An extension to the
house was added in 1850.
The scattered village of Cane End was initially a purely agricultural area. Kempwood,
where we live, was originally a small farm, built in 1814 and owned by the Harpers. We
still use the rainwater head where this date is embossed. Captain and Mrs Pugh acquired
Kempwood Farm in 1938 and skilfully restored and renovated it to such an extent that it
featured in Country Life magazine. In 1952 Kempwood Farm extended to 24 acres and
there were two staff rooms outside. When it came to the market that year, it was priced at
£15,000. Four years later in 1956, when my husband’s family acquired the property, it had
13 acres.
Another notable property amongst many in Cane End is Walnut Tree Cottage.
Recent archaeological analysis of the internal frame structure has dated the core of
the house to around 1380. 640 years ago, it was a ‘3 cruck, 2 bay peasant house’.
Fashioned from trees in the local area, some of the beams are marked to aid
construction, as if it were a gigantic medieval self-isolation woodland puzzle, and
others have clearly been repurposed. There would have been an open fire straight to
the roof and the original occupants would have slept with the cattle downstairs.
Later, a floor was added, making it one of our nation’s original 2 up-2 down
properties! Since then it has been extended at least 5 times in different directions
leaving a slightly chaotic, but quaint floor plan. Set in about 3 acres, the beams in
the house have many stories to tell.
In the early 1900s the property became ‘The Walnut Tree Club’. Members
could play tennis, take refreshments, and swim. A tearoom was added in 1920.
At some point in the 1950s a magnificent and still fully functioning bar was
crafted in rich oak with the most amazing patina in the centre of the house and
serving the tearoom. Complete with wooden shutters, last orders bell, a
wooden cash drawer and cask ale pumps, it is a remarkable feature. Service
doors and shutters link to the snug with inglenook fireplace and bread oven.
Every room downstairs has the feel of the 1800s and a trained eye can see
numerous features of previous public utility.
Perhaps the richest period for anecdotes was the 1970s when the owner was
close to the pop generation. Just round the corner from the Hook End recording
studios, Walnut Tree Cottage was the relaxation and celebrity hide away for many: the site of many wild and ‘substancefuelled’ parties, plenty of police raids and numerous escapes via upper floor windows with thatch-sliding exits. The
surveyor for our purchase was very excited to see from inside the method of his brother’s previous escape. Notables in
residence included David Bowie who lived here on and off for 3 years; the Henley Standard regales a particular party
involving Rod Stewart and his girlfriend Britt Ekland who rented the house for Christmas in 1975. Goldie Hawn stayed
quite a lot and it was in the pool (now Pool Cottage) that her daughter, Kate Hudson, nearly drowned having fallen in
wearing men’s wellies and was dragged out by the gardener. A local tradesman recalls an outrageous 1980s winter when
Rod Stewart returned with then girlfriend Kelly Emberg for a month over Christmas with friend Elton John who rented
the next-door Summer Cottage. Walnut Tree Cottage has certainly seen some exciting, different and fun times.
The Fox Inn was originally the smithy and whilst being positioned on the main road over the hills between Reading and
Oxford, it would doubtless have had a thriving trade. The smith in those days was a craftsman of great importance to the
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village, a worker in metal (cutlery, locks, hinges and utensils of various kinds). Near the smithy was the village pound
where stray animals were put and released only on payment of a fine to the Lord of the Manor.
In the 16th and 17th centuries goods were carried almost entirely by packhorses, as the Pack Saddle and Pack Horse Inns
seem to testify.
Cane End certainly has plenty of notable and historical facts surrounding it and in parts a varied, interesting and colourful
past.
Camilla Skinner

Kidmore End Garden Walk
The quiet pace of life in lockdown in combination with the wonderful weather we’ve been having has led many of us to
spend more time than usual tending our gardens. As restrictions began to ease in May it seemed that Bank Holiday
Monday 25 May could be an opportunity for us to share the results with our neighbours and 14 Kidmore End gardens
were opened for villagers to explore as a (socially distanced) garden walk.
What a wonderful day it was! As on so many other days recently the sun shone, and the spring flowers were definitely
out to impress. There were pretty borders, pergolas draped with fragrant climbers, ponds and fountains, open vistas and
relaxed shady nooks.

Each garden seemed to have its own personality reflecting the interests of its owner, whether that was flowers, wildlife,
edible produce or as a setting for entertaining. It was fascinating to see the different styles, and all were beautiful in their
own ways. It lifted the spirits to see all that loveliness!
Thank you to Sonia, Joss and Caroline M for photos.
Jackie Russell

Councillor Peter Dragonetti
Reflecting back over the last twelve months in which I have been the District Councillor, it seems to have
been quite an eventful year, with the controversy over the Local Plan and then, just as that was settling
down, the impact of Covid-19.
Covid-19 has resulted in almost all SODC staff working from home, and meetings being held online only.
SODC staff have been working hard and doing a terrific job in meeting the new obligations placed on
them by the government to address the Covid-19 situation.
As with many organisations, some of the changes at SODC that have come about through Covid-19 may become
permanent. Throughout the country, as more people are working from home there will be less travel and traffic, leading
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perhaps to a reduction in the need for new roads. All good for air quality, carbon emissions, the climate and the long-term
future for the planet and we who live on it.
On a more parochial note, all local business premises that are listed for business rates have received a flat £10,000 grant,
and there are also other grants that are administered by SODC to certain businesses, particularly in hospitality.
Planning Committee meetings have just restarted, as online meetings only, but at the moment only District Councillors
and officers can speak. They are recorded and can be viewed online. As the vice chair of the Planning Committee, I can
challenge, and sometimes defeat, ugly and inappropriate development. Some months ago, I objected to the conversion of
an office block by the station in Henley to flats. While the conversion itself was not a problem, the proposed look of the
building was dreadful, all reflective glass and steel columns. I was particularly pleased when the development went to
appeal and was refused on the very same reasons that I had highlighted. The Local Plan, which envisaged a huge amount
of development particularly in the Oxford Green Belt, has been forced through to its next stage, Inspection by the
Secretary of State, Robert Jenrick.
Normally, the Inspection includes a public hearing, but it now seems increasingly likely that that this will also be done
online. Many of the new councillors, including myself, challenged the Plan at the consultation stage, and are now being
supported by a former Chief Planning Officer in preparing our challenges for the Inspector to consider. It is becoming
even more apparent that the Plan that was submitted has many flaws, and I hope that the Inspector will address these in
his report. On a personal note, I stood in the election to protect the AONB, and will continue to do so at the Inspection.
Councillor Peter Dragonetti
District Councillor for Kidmore End, Whitchurch, Goring Heath and Mapledurham.

Kidmore End Little Library (KELL)
The Little Library is set up and run by me, Tom Spencer, with help from my sister Grace. I am a Year
10 student at Gillotts School and as part of my Silver Duke of Edinburgh award, which I am doing
through Henley Army Cadets, I have to complete six months of volunteering.
Originally, I was helping out at the after-school club at Kidmore End
Primary school. When the school closed on the 20th of March due to
Covid-19, I had to rethink my plans. I thought that a local village
library would be a good idea so people could borrow books and jigsaw puzzles during the
lockdown whilst the libraries are closed. I've had an overwhelming response with over
250 books and puzzles donated by people in the village. The library started on Friday
22nd May with a wide range of books from pre-school to teen to mystery, crime and
romance and anything in between.
You can find me at the Kidmore End village phone box every Friday (depending on the weather) from 2:304:00pm. Everyone is welcome and encouraged to come along and borrow up to 2 books and 2 jigsaws or puzzles at a
time for free. Renewals are weekly.
Tom Spencer

Shielding the Vulnerable in Oxfordshire
During the current crisis individuals who have been identified as at high risk have been advised to ‘shield’ and to stay
home until 30 June. There are more than 20,000 such individuals in Oxfordshire and OCC has set up a dedicated phone
line to provide support. If you or someone you know is in this vulnerable category you can call for advice or help,
whether you need assistance or are simply worried. The team will be able to offer advice on a range of issues and can help
with immediate needs such as social care, safety concerns, urgent food requests and help with collecting medication, and
they can make welfare calls to check that someone is safe and well and has everything they need.
Call 01865 89 78 20 or email shield@oxfordshire.gov.uk. The line is open 9am – 6pm Monday to Friday and 10am –
2pm on Saturday. Closed on Sunday. In addition, an army of kind volunteers has sprung up in the form of local
community support groups across the county to assist residents who may not be in the high-risk category. More
information on support groups near us can be found at Oxfordshire All In. Check out the map for the contact details of
groups local to us who may be able to provide help.
PLEASE PASS THIS INFORMATION TO ANY FRIENDS OR NEIGHBOURS WHO MAY NOT HAVE
INTERNET ACCESS
And … if you happen to be a local support group, Oxfordshire All In can help with information and resources. You can
register on their website (https://www.oxfordshireallin.org/).
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A Letter to the Parish
Hillside
Horsepond Road
Gallowstree Common
Oxon RG4 9 BX

18th May 2020

Dear Sir/Madam
Re: The Reformation Pub – Gallowstree Common
We are writing to you concerning the Reformation pub set back from Horsepond Road adjacent to The Hamlet
in Gallowstree Common. We live opposite the Reformation and have found it a great asset to meet most of the
community in Gallowstree Common.
The pub is currently owned by Brakespear’s Brewery and we understand is looking to be sold off for a housing
development. We were sad to hear this as there are a number of housing developments already in the area.
However, there are not a large number of community assets from which the increasing population is able to
benefit.
The Gallowstree Common community with the majority in the Hamlet understand the value of its local space
and there is a now a growing desire to move the Reformation building from not just a pub but to more of a place
for the community as opposed to becoming yet another development site. The COVID 19 experience of lockdown
has brought the Gallowstree Common community even closer and we see a community centre as a large benefit.
We do not see the Reformation as just a pub but as a place where the community can congregate, with facilities
for not only food and drink but also for entertainment and relaxation. We see this specifically as an area that
could hold the following businesses:

1. A Café for dog walkers and the community
2. A Deli including a base for weekly fruit, veg, dairy, bread and meat deliveries (already happening
as a delivery service)

3.
4.
5.
6.

A licensed bar
Pop up events - such as a cinema and outdoor food barbecues
Meeting space for a book club, yarn group, baby groups, charity meets and business meetings
Outside play and climbing area for children

All of the above resources needed would be sourced locally so that we can support the community.
We have a number of investors who would be willing to create such a great community asset, on a well-known
pass through route, although the preferred option is that this a community asset funded by local community
funding.
There are over 100 households in the Hamlet and surrounds who are within walking distance of this building
and all of us believe there is the potential to turn this empty property into a thriving community asset.
We look forward to hearing from you whether and how you could assist us with this enture.
Yours sincerely

Toby Warren (Hillside) on behalf of the Gallowstree Common community
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Weather

Cent

Average
Maximum
Temperature
Fahr

Cent

Average
Minimum
Temperature
Fahr

Rainfall
mm

In

March

10.9

52

2.3

36

47

1.85

April

17.1

63

6.5

44

39

1.53

May

19.9

68

7.8

46

4

0.15

90

3.53

Rainfall - 3 months to end May 2020

Almost all of spring has been spent in lockdown, which for many reasons has been incredibly stressful, but the weather
has been exceedingly kind. Living in this parish many of us are fortunate to have gardens to enjoy and those who are able
to leave their homes, for their daily exercise, can enjoy our wonderful countryside.
It seems a long time ago now, but February was the wettest on record; rain continued into early March but then, almost
like magic, it petered out when movement restrictions started on 17 March. Since 23 March when lockdown came into
force, we have only had rain on 8 out of 70 days.
Sunshine levels in each of the months have been higher than normal. April and May both set sunshine records for their
respective months. Rainfall has been well below average; in May we only had rain on 2 days making this the driest May
in England since rainfall records began in 1862.
This year March did not bring a late period of cold weather, so there has been no snow in Kidmore End this winter. The
last sub-zero night was on 14 April. There was only 1 day when more than 13mm/0.5in of rain fell, that was 17 April.
May was the third warmest since 1864 and the driest since 1862. The clear skies brought plenty of sunshine and warmth,
but it also meant that the evening temperatures dropped, and we had frost on 2 nights, 11 and 14 May, which did catch
quite a few of us gardeners out.
Lowest and Highest temperatures for 3 months to May 2020.
Highest
Cent

Lowest

Fahr

Cent
th

Highest Rainfall

Fahr
st

mm

In

March

15.5

60 (24 )

-3.7

25 (31 )

9.5

0.37 (9th)

April

23.7

75 (12th)

-1.3

30 (14th)

14

0.55 (17th)

May

26.8

80 (20th)

1.2

34 (14th)

2

0.08 (1st)

Chris Brook

An important reminder from Thames Water
As a provider of one of life’s essential supplies, Thames Water work hard to ensure water never stops
flowing, but from time to time things can go wrong. In these events, we try to deliver bottled water to
people with water-dependent medical conditions (i.e. at-home dialysis) and to those with mobility
issues, first of all. As key workers, we support the NHS, the councils, our carers and charities in order
meet the needs of our customers in vulnerable circumstances.
You can benefit from our free priority services: get in touch by emailing
Tania.christie@thameswater.co.uk (or ask a friend to email for you and we can call you back). We would like you to
know that we can add that extra layer of support to help increase your feeling of wellbeing and independence at home
knowing that we are here for you when you need us.
If you have online access, you can find more about becoming a priority customer and register at
http://www.thameswater.co.uk/extrasupport. If you have no internet access, we can register you over the phone (0800 009
3652 option 3) or send you a paper application form in the post with a free return envelope.
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If you need help with paying your water bills, find out more at https://www.thameswater.co.uk/my-account/billing-andpayment/help-paying-your-bill
And last but not least, we developed some fun water testing games to pass the time: https://youtu.be/oJ5DIE-3SKI I hope
you enjoy them.

Kidmore End Cricket Club
A cricket season with no cricket …. yet!
At this time of year, the Kidmore End Cricket Club would normally be reporting on the various matches and events which
members of the club have been enjoying to date. Unsurprisingly however, cricketing activities at Kidmore End Cricket
Club have been severely limited by the current coronavirus pandemic which we are all living with at present.
Indoor training sessions for both adults and juniors were quickly cancelled back in March and only in recent weeks have
members of the club been allowed to use the practice nets at Gallowstree. The use of the practice facilities is closely
regulated; only members of the cricket club can use them, and an online booking system is in operation along with strict
social distancing and hygiene protocols.
In addition to this the cricket square, outfield and surrounds have been kept neat and tidy so that cricket can be played
when it is allowed. Various club members have voluntarily undertaken these ground maintenance tasks to ensure that the
club looks its best (despite the lack of rain!) and is ready to play cricket matches, which all associated with the club are
hoping will be in the not too distant future.
If you do want to come along and watch our summer game being played at our beautiful ground in Gallowstree Common
please do keep an eye on the club’s website and various social media channels which will advertise matches when the
‘green light’ is given. Until then the cricket club hope that all parishioners stay safe and well and we hope that you will
reacquaint yourself with the club when the sound of leather on willow can be heard at the recreation ground.
Mark New, Kidmore End Cricket Club

Future Newsletters
As the electronic delivery of the newsletter has been so well received, we are thinking that we will stay with this format
going forward ‘beyond Covid’. Of course, paper copies for anyone unable to access the electronic version will always be
made available.
As a result of this change, we are not as restricted in length as we used to be, and so we would welcome more
contributions from all of you across the parish, and in particular we would like to try to have at least one contribution
from the younger members of our community. This could be a drawing, a poem or story, or a write-up of some
community activity.

Father Graham Foulis Brown
Just before publishing this edition of the newsletter we heard the sad news that Father Graham died peacefully with his
family by his side at the Royal Berkshire Hospital on Friday 26 June. Father Graham was Rector of St John’s Church,
Kidmore End for 25 years, from 1990 to 2015, and many of us will remember him fondly as a jovial and friendly
presence in the parish.

We would like to publish a memorial to Father Graham in the next issue of the Newsletter that features stories or
memories from those who knew him. So, if you have something to contribute please email sue.remenyi@gmail.com.
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Useful Numbers and Contacts
Thames Valley Police,

non emergency
emergency
website

101
999
www.thamesvalley.police.uk

Crime Stoppers (anonymous)
Victim Support

0800 555 111
01865 751511

Summer 2020

SODC email: info@southoxon.gov.uk
Open: Mon-Thu
Fri

01235 422422
8.30 am - 5.00 pm
8.30 am - 4.30 pm

Parish Council Meetings:

ORCC Directory of Transport Schemes
email

22 July 2020
23 September 2020
21 October 2020

01865 883433
orc@oxonrcc.org.uk

Oxfordshire Rural Community Council,
Jericho Farm, Worton, Oxon OX29 4SZ

16 December 2020

Oxfordshire Highways
0845 310 1111
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/roads-and-transport/contact-highways
Fix my Street
http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk

20 January 2021

Parish Councillors

18 November 2020

17 February 2021
24 March 2021
21 April 2021
19 May 2021
Currently 8pm via Zoom. Email
clerk@kepc.info for the link
Friends of Sonning Common
Library Application form
http://www.kepc.info/news.php#fosclapplication

Parish Council Chairman
Sue Biggs
Email
Clerk to the Council
Roger Penfold
District Councillor
Peter Dragonetti
County Councillor
Kevin Bulmer

chairman@kepc.info

Email
Telephone

clerk@kepc.info
0118 947 3130

Email
Telephone

peter.dragonetti@southoxon.gov.uk
01491 576352

Email
Telephone

kevin.bulmer@oxfordshire.gov.uk
07803 005680

Citizens Advice Bureau (Henley & Woodcote)
Website www.caox.org.uk/henley
Telephone
03444 111444
Henley appointments:
Mon, Tue, Thu 10-3pm; Wed 2-6pm;
Fri
10-1pm
Telephone advice:
Mon, Tue, Wed 10-6pm; Thu10-6.30pm; Fri 10-4pm
Services also available at Woodcote Community Centre. (Call 03444 111444 for appt)
Fri
10-11am

Are we missing your club or society?
Would you like to see their activities
listed in the Newsletter? Do you
have any news items or pictures for
the Parish?
If you would like to contribute to the
next edition, or to the website we’d
be delighted to hear from you.
Articles can be sent to editor,
members of the editorial board or
directly to the website webmaster –
see right panel for contact details
The closing date for the next edition
is 4 September 2020.

Kidmore End Parish Room
Bookings:
Guy Johnson

Telephone

07920 100065

Diamond Jubilee Pavilion at Gallowstree Common
Bookings:
Roger Penfold
Telephone
0118 947 3130
Kidmore End Memorial Hall
Bookings:
Alan Gibbon
Email
Newsletter Editorial Board
Caroline Aldridge (Editor)
Email
Telephone
Sue Remenyi
Telephone
Jackie Russell
Telephone
Ana Silva O’Reilly (webmaster)
Email
Parish Council website

alan47b@btinternet.com

editor@kepc.info
0118 972 3700
0118 972 3699
0118 972 2214
webmaster@kepc.info
www.kepc.info

