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The printing of this newsletter has been difficult to arrange owing to the Covid-19 crisis and we have had to move to an
electronic version for this and the next edition which can be downloaded from the KEPC website. Paper copies can be made
available on request (call Sue Remenyi on 07791 840999). Please forgive any anomalies in this edition of the newsletter;
Caroline has been amending frantically to ensure it is up to date however events are moving at pace …

Chairman’s Report
There have been a few changes to the Parish Council line up in 2020. I have taken on the role of
Chairman and Sue Biggs is now the Vice Chairman. Sadly, we said ‘Goodbye’ to Hugh Thresher
on 23 January and Andy Gitsham on 16 March, and we thank them both for their hard work and
dedication.
This means that there are 3 vacancies on the
Parish Council. Please come forward and
volunteer to help. We have no one from
Gallowstree Common or Cane End on the Council, so I urge you to
throw caution to the wind and come forward. Our parish relies on us
to ensure that the parish is maintained as the beautiful place that we
all enjoy living in and call home.
With the onset of Covid-19 restrictions, all Parish Council meetings
will now be held by video link. The general public will not be able to
attend. Minutes will be published as usual on the website.
Do remember that if you sign up to email alerts on the website you
will receive monthly updates on parish business.
SODC Local plan
At the meeting on 11 February, Oxfordshire County Council voted
39 to 16 in favour of accepting Robert Jenrick’s invitation, if made,
to take on SODC’s planning powers. Following discussions between
council representatives and officials from the Ministry of Housing
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Communities and Local Government (MHCLG), the Secretary of State wrote to Cllr Sue Cooper, Leader of SODC, on 3
March stating that he is using government powers in Section 27 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 to
direct the council to progress the plan through examination to be adopted by December this year, and for senior council
officers to report monthly to MHCLG officials on progress of the plan. More information
at http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/services-and-advice/planning-and-building/planning-policy/local-plan-2034. Our District
Councillor Peter Dragonetti tells us that SODC accepted this direction on 5 March. We will no longer be writing to the
Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government, The Rt Hon Robert Jenrick MP.
Covid-19
We are trying to stay up to date with all government recommendations and will help wherever we can in the community
to ensure that those who self-isolate, or anyone else who needs help, can find that support. More information on page 3.
Neighbourhood Development Plan
Please see the website for updates on the NDP process and how it is progressing. There is an excellent report which
details where we are now and how we got here at https://www.kepc.info/ndp/, written at the request of parishioners from
Kidmore End. The NDP group are now working on policies and writing the NDP document.
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)
The CIL money is now available and we are considering how to use it. We have had 28 responses to our request for
suggestions (page 15) and further ideas are still welcome, please send them to clerk@kepc.info. The amount is £20,000
with a further £17,000 due in the next year. The money should be spent on ‘infrastructure to support development of the
parish’ ie. anything that may have been impacted by the development, or which will require upgrading to cope with the
additional traffic associated with the new development, hence play areas, green spaces, cultural and sports facilities,
footpath etc.
Road Safety
We have been busy reporting puddles and potholes. Our Superuser, Chris Brook, is doing a super job of reporting
potholes. On Tanners Lane Category 1 potholes have been filled and the Dragonpatcher will be used to do the rest of the
lane. Highways are investigating what to do about the flooding on Tanners Lane. On Mill Lane Category 1 potholes were
also filled, but the road is in such a poor state that Mill Lane is now top priority for the Dragonpatcher, which will be in
the area as soon as it stops raining. On Wood Lane, some potholes have been marked, and “Flood” signs left outside
Oakridge Farm to warn road users. Potholes along the road edge by the New Inn have been filled. Our thanks go to Chris
for all her hard work.
Flooding by the pond in Kidmore End is becoming a major issue. Highways do know about this problem and are trying to
find a solution. They have been diligent at emptying the puddle when alerted, but conditions have made this job difficult
at times.
After all the winter storms, just a reminder that if you come across a fallen tree over the road, please report this to
Highways via FixMyStreet (https://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk). You can also report potholes and flooding via this
link.
Community Speedwatch will be back as soon as it warms up a little. If you would like to be trained for this (or as a
Superuser) please contact me or Mr Penfold (clerk@kepc.info), or any parish councillor.
We have had no feedback about the idea of putting speed limit stickers on wheelie bins. This might help to encourage
road users to slow down and can be seen on bins in Peppard. Please let us know what you think about this.
And please remember to slow down when passing pedestrians and be considerate of other road users, especially when
there are puddles!
Village Spring Cleans
Tokers Green have been busy cleaning up; they held a litter pick in March and photos are on the website. The planned
Kidmore End litter pick has been cancelled and it will now not be possible to arrange litter picks in the other hamlets
either. This will be revisited at a later date.
Hedges
It has been too wet to trim hedges back, but please be aware that it is an offence to disturb nesting birds. You may be able
to trim the hedges carefully in April but do it quickly.
The Reformation Pub
We have had disappointing news since SODC gave permission for this to be listed as an Asset of Community Value in
January. Lawyers acting for Brakspears asked for a review, which has concluded on 13 March that the pub should not be
listed, on the grounds that we had not indicated how we would raise the funds to pay for the pub. We are asking for this
case to be reviewed at the highest level.
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Tokers Green Pond
We have allocated money to pay for removing the sludge from the pond in Tokers Green in the 2020-21 budget.
Unfortunately, contractors have not been keen to quote for the job, but we are persevering and hope to be able to give
residents in Tokers Green some good news in the early summer.
Annual Parish Meeting
This is moved from 22 April to 20 May. There may be another date change, which will be advertised on the
www.kepc.info website.
Update on the Diamond Jubilee Pavilion
Our pavilion and recreation ground in Gallowstree Common are an amazing community asset. Recently there has been an
issue with the water supply to the pavilion and I would like to update you on the background and the current situation.
Back in August 2019 we became suspicious of a water leak, which was reported to Castle Water Ltd and our insurers. A
leak was detected near the houses in Paddick Close, but some unfortunate delays culminated in the pavilion’s water
supply being cut off on 13 November 2019, at which point the pavilion clearly had to be closed. The leak has been
repaired (on 21 January 2020) but Castle Water Ltd is currently refusing to reconnect the water until they receive an
outstanding balance of £15,436. The Clerk is in discussion with Castle Water and the insurers, and we are hopeful that the
insurers will cover the costs, and that the water will be reconnected in April.
Update on the Around the Boundary event
This event has been cancelled for 2020, but we hope to see it back in 2021.
Following complaints to the Parish Council about the noise and disruption that occurred in 2019, the following measures
have been agreed for next year to ensure that the event is run in a neighbourly way, with as little disruption to residents as
possible.
•
•
•
•
•

residents will be notified about the event
signs and marshals will be in place to direct cars to the official car park
noise levels will be monitored throughout the day
strict ‘no camping overnight’ and ‘no BBQs’ signs will be in place.
locals who want to walk their dogs in the woods will not be charged an entrance fee to enter the Recreation
Ground and there will be a defined path leading to New Copse

75th Anniversary of VE Day
This year, the Early May Bank Holiday has been moved to Friday 8 May so that the whole country can commemorate the
75th Anniversary of VE Day. The picnic that was planned for Friday 8 May at Kidmore End school has now been
cancelled. We will have to remember them in the comfort of our own gardens, and maybe try to organise a 75thVE+1 Day
instead.
Caroline Aldridge
chairman@kepc.info

Our response to Covid-19
As a community we are reaching out to all our neighbours in each hamlet, so that every household has a phone number
that they can call if they need anything, including groceries, a prescription to be collected, or even just a reassuring chat
with another person. By the time that you read this newsletter, you should either have been added to a social media app or
have a land line or mobile telephone number to call. If you have misplaced the number, here are the details of the
coordinators in each hamlet.
Cane End

Camilla Skinner

0118 9724100

Chalkhouse Green

FISH

0118 9723986

Gallowstree Common

Nick Ager

0118 9721878

Kidmore End

Jane Williams

0118 9722166

Tokers Green

Mike Foxton

0754 0955992

Sonning Common Support 0746 8004541

The recreation grounds in Gallowstree Common and Chazey Heath are places to take the children if they need to get rid
of some excess energy, as long as you remember the social distance rule, but the play areas in Gallowstree Common,
Kidmore End and Chazey Heath are now closed.
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The New Inn in Kidmore End has started a take away menu, order on 0118 9723115 or at
info@thenewinnkidmoreend.co.uk. The Pack Saddle will also be offering take away food on 0118 9463000. This is a
difficult time for everyone, no one knows what will happen, and things may get worse before they get better. It is a
privilege to live in a parish where so many neighbours are banding together to help everyone else.
There will be updates on the parish council website, www.kepc.info.
Stay safe and know that your neighbours are there for you.

From the Rector
The major news from St John the Baptist is that due to the coronavirus crisis, and in line with Church of
England guidance, there will be no normal services in church until further notice. It is anticipated that there
will be various live-streamed services from Christ Church Cathedral and other places available at
www.oxford.anglican.org. In addition, I am sending out a weekly email with an e-bulletin, and also an act of
worship for use at home for each Sunday. If you’d like to be included on the contact list for these emails,
please let me know: revjstickings@gmail.com.
However, as long as the guidance allows this, we will aim to continue keeping St John’s open during daylight hours for
quiet reflection and prayer. In line with social distancing, please remember to keep a 2-metre distance between yourself
and anyone else in the church. You are invited if you like to light a tealight and place it on the candle stand between the
choir stalls as a symbol of prayer for loved ones and neighbours, and solidarity during this time of crisis.
If you’d like prayer or a conversation, or any support, please don’t hesitate to give me a ring on 0118 972 1459. This
offer is for the whole community and not just regular churchgoers!
God bless
James

The Parish Church
Here is a summary of the significant Easter dates:
5 April – Palm Sunday
9 April – Maundy Thursday
10 April – Good Friday
12 April – Easter is the Feast of the Resurrection of Christ, the oldest and greatest feast of the Christian Church
Because of the suspension of public worship, we shall very sadly not be holding services at St John’s on these dates. Do
look out for live streamed services at www.churchofengland.org and www.oxford.anglican.org.
At the 11th Annual Henley Choirs Festival, held in St Mary’s Church, our St
John’s/Christ the King choir was one of seven local church choirs taking part.
Each of these choirs performed two short pieces of their own choice; and
conducted by Frances Brewitt-Taylor, our choir performed ‘Blessed be Thou’
and ‘I sing of a Maiden’. Both were well received. For the second half of the
evening, the choirs joined forces for a splendid performance of Haydn’s
‘Creation Part 1’. Frances, our Musical Director, conducted this and our
Rector, James, was the baritone soloist. This wonderful evening of choral
music raised a total of £1,180 for Autism Berkshire. Frances is third from left,
front row, in the picture and James is second from right.
On the afternoon of St David’s Day, St John’s was full for a concert of vocal duets (by Charlotte and Karen Broadbent),
and recorder and organ music (by Charlotte and Frances Brewitt-Taylor, respectively). Frances introduced each item on
the programme in her own inimitable way, both informative and entertainingly amusing; for one of her organ pieces, she
compared it to the church mouse running around high in the church roof!
The vocal duet programme was delightfully varied – starting with ‘It was a lover and his lass’ and ending with
‘Barcarolle: Belle nuit’ - all beautifully sung. For some in the audience, like myself, recorder music as played by
Charlotte was a revelation; her performance of ‘Faronel’s Ground’ was wonderful and truly memorable. From Frances
we had a varied selection of music, all delivered to the high standard we have come to expect each Sunday in St John’s;
how fortunate we are. In introducing her final piece, Frances said that although Lent can be regarded as rather a sombre

KIDMORE END PARISH COUNCIL

PAGE | 5

season, that should not deprive us of some jollity; her rousing performance of ‘On Ilkley Moor’ as a march provided just
that! Thanks are due to the performers and to those responsible for the refreshments which followed the concert. A
retiring collection was in aid of Church Funds and the charity, Gastroparesis and Intestinal Failure Trust.
Those attending the concert would have seen encouraging signs of spring appearing in the churchyard. Our thanks go out
to all who help with its maintenance. New volunteers are invited to contact Frances Brewitt-Taylor, 0118 9482743.
Because of the uncertainty of when public worship might resume, we are currently not advertising future events. Do
please check the website, notice board, and magazine for up to date information:
Our website on www.achurchnearyou.com/church/166/
Our notice board at St John’s (near the entrance to the school playground)
Our church magazine: The Lamb and Flag (available on the website)
Neil Scott (On behalf of the Parochial Church Council)

St Michael’s Catholic Primary School
This has been a busy term at St. Martin’s Catholic Primary School, the parish
school for St. Michael’s, as we work to become greener and cleaner. Last
December, the children voted not to have crackers at their Christmas dinner
and instead to use the money to invest in improved recycling opportunities.
The children are very passionate about the environment and have organised
‘litter picking’ teams to help keep the school clean and tidy. We are so proud
of the children for taking such responsibility and organising this project
themselves.
The children benefit from lots of trips and outings to support their learning
and broaden their experience. This term they have enjoyed a visit to the
Natural History Museum in London, a trip to the theatre in Henley and
History workshops on the Great Fire of London and the Benin Kingdom. A particular highlight was the public speaking
competition at Blessed Hugh Farringdon School, where one of our teams came second overall, with one child receiving a
special mention for his powerful and emotive talk about homelessness.
In early March, we celebrated Book Week and there was a special focus on reading for pleasure and talking about books
as we encouraged the children to experiment with new authors. All the classrooms now have new books, funded by the
Parent Staff Association, in addition to the large and well-stocked library, and the children are able to take a wide variety
of good quality books home. The children particularly enjoyed the ‘Bedtime Stories’ event, when they returned to school
in their pyjamas in the evening for a special story time with hot chocolate and cookies.
If you would like to visit St. Martin’s to find out more about our lovely school, please telephone the school office on 0118
937 5544.

Spring Term at Kidmore End CE School
Wellbeing and mental health are high on everyone’s agenda at the moment, and Kidmore End CE Primary is no
exception. The joy of working in a primary school is that you definitely see ‘the whole child’ and developing positive
relationships are at the very centre of what we do as primary practitioners. I often describe our school as a little bit like a
family on Christmas Day – there are tensions, and not everything goes to plan, but it is colourful, occasionally chaotic and
filled with love. Sitting at the very centre of our school vision are the words of John 13:34: “A new commandment I give
to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another.” We try to live out these
words in our daily interactions, and in our strategy for supporting the wellbeing of our pupils.
As part of this strategy, earlier in the Spring Term we welcomed the Life Education Bus to school. This is a mobile
classroom which all classes visit, to meet Harold the Giraffe and learn about keeping safe and healthy. It is supported by
the Coram Foundation and is a brilliant initiative that has benefitted thousands of children over the years. Back in the
classroom, we use the SCARF scheme of work to structure our teaching of Personal, Social, Health and Emotional
Education (PHSE), which is written by the Life Education Team and which we find incredibly helpful to ensure that our
provision is proactive rather than just responding to problems.
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Last week we were visited by Miranda from the NSPCC as part of their
Speak Out, Stay Safe campaign. She delivered assemblies to the infants and
juniors, and then two of her colleagues ran workshops with Years Five and
Six. The NSPCC has great resources to support children, both in school and
at home, and particularly helpful resources for parents on their website
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/ to help
discuss some of those tricky issues! Again, as a charity they rely on public
support, and so the children have been giving up their playtimes to get active
over this fortnight in order to raise sponsorship money to support this worthy
cause. Just £4 will pay for a call to Childline, which may make all the
difference to a child in an unsafe situation.
We recognise the importance of physical activity in wellbeing, and our PE provision is varied, including our popular
Active Leaders programme for the older children. Last week a group of our Junior Active Leaders visited Oxford
Brookes University to work with trainee teachers, and I was delighted to receive the following email: “We just wanted to
say a HUGE thank you for allowing us to take your six pupils across to Oxford Brookes this afternoon. They all did the
most fantastic job and were not only outstanding ambassadors for Junior Active Leaders but also Kidmore End School.
The trainee teachers and lecturer were in awe of their leadership skills, and I know that the parents attending were
tremendously impressed watching them all in action. It was a very successful afternoon and we hope they enjoyed it as
much as we did!”
Wellbeing takes all forms here at Kidmore End, from our Pets as Therapy
Reading Dog, Carla, who visits each week, to the Full Circle Inter-generational
group that meets each Tuesday. All of our staff team have taken part in training
on Developing Emotional Resilience led by Family Links, and we are also able to
offer individualised emotional support to children through our ELSA programme
(Emotional Literacy Support Assistant).
Sometimes the best way of ensuring wellbeing is simply to have a little bit of fun!
On the Friday before half term, we welcomed the musician Nick Cope to our
school. All the children enjoyed his concerts, with songs on a range of topics
from climate change to nose-picking! If you haven’t seen Nick perform or heard his songs, I would highly recommend
them – they have kept me and my family sane on many car journeys.
Linda Hull, Headteacher

Search for relatives of LAC William Charles Smith
I am looking for relatives of LAC William Charles Smith, RAF(VR) service number 1602627, who died 19 June 1943
during a training accident in Canada.
LAC Smith was retrieved after the initial accident, but our team has located the crash site in Lake Erie and are looking
into retrieving the rest of the wreck for historical purposes. We are inquiring if the family is interested in participating in a
memorial service or to attend the raising of the remaining wreckage.
Shawn Wylie shawnwylie1@gmail.com

Kidmore End School: the first 30 years
The story of our village school began in 1856, before the introduction of state education. Kidmore End’s church had been
built four years earlier, giving local people a more convenient place to worship than St Peters in Caversham. Although a
‘dame’ school already existed in Gallowstree Common the new vicar was keen that the children of the area should have a
church-based education.
£300 was raised and the first schoolroom was built in 1856. It was a modest start and it took some time for the school to
become established; after four years there were only 6 children in attendance. Perhaps this had something to do with the
fee of 1s. 2d. per week and the sparse furnishings – the brick-floored schoolroom contained a single rickety desk, a couple
of forms, a chest, a couple of maps and some loose leaves from a bible. When a new headmistress, Miss Hurford, arrived
in 1860 it is recorded that she was ‘only with great difficulty dissuaded from returning by the next train’.
Fortunately, she stayed, and under her leadership the school began to thrive. Numbers increased, new desks were
purchased; and fees were reduced to a penny a week for most of the children. The arrival of a cast iron stove must have
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been a welcome addition. By the time Miss Hurford left in 1866, a schoolhouse and a second schoolroom had also been
built and the school was flourishing with more than 100 children on the books.
Anna Hurford must have been a determined individual.
She was just 21 years old when she took on the post and
she made quite an impact on the struggling school. Six
years later she was ready for a new adventure and left to
go to the colonies. An intrepid woman!
The school continued to thrive during the following years.
Children aged 5 to 13 came by foot from all corners of
our parish. The school day started at 9 am (9.30 in winter)
and continued to 4 pm with a two-hour lunch break.
Children who lived near enough tended to go home for
lunch. In 1883 the vicar suggested that the children who
stayed with their sandwiches be given coffee at lunch. It
was noticed that this encouraged children to stay to lunch
and afternoon school and ‘makes them look more
cheerful’. It was not mentioned again however, perhaps it
was a short-lived experiment.
The two-day weekend had yet to arrive … the school week included Sundays when the children were expected to attend
matins and evensong, meeting beforehand in the school.
In the classroom the children learned reading, writing, arithmetic, scripture, as well as recitation, music and geography.
Learning by rote was clearly part of the teaching method, as revealed by an Inspector’s comment that ‘it is wonderful how
little they understand of the pieces they recite’. Needlework was considered important for the girls. The items that were
made, such as nightgowns and shirts, were for sale and contributed a small amount to school funds.
The children had playtime too; a giant stride, swings and seesaw were present. In winter when the pond was frozen hard
enough the children would be allowed to slide on it which must have caused great excitement. In 1876 a game of
‘buttons’ took hold amongst the children leading one boy to cut off the buttons from clothing which was hanging in the
cloakroom. The game had clearly got out of hand and was forbidden, the vicar then magnanimously offering marbles to
those who would give him their buttons.
Children will be children, and a watchful eye was kept on behaviour. The range of offences is not surprising; most
common were truancy, insolence and quarrelling which tended to result in one or more strikes of the cane. This seems
harsh by today’s standards, but it did not deter some repeat offenders!
Christmas and Easter holidays were shorter than we have today, whereas the summer holiday, known then as the ‘harvest
holiday’, was similar in length. The start of the summer holiday was not fixed, and it began when numbers dropped due to
the demands of the harvest, usually in early August.
Daily attendance at school was not compulsory here until around 1880 and even then, expectations were low by today’s
standards. Attendance fluctuated wildly according to weather, illness and outside distractions such as the harvest or, less
acceptably, the Henley Regatta or the Reading Fair. However, attendance rates did matter and were closely watched since
they together with HM Inspector’s report influenced the school’s funding. The Inspector visited annually and examined
the children. If attainment and attendance were satisfactory then funding for the school (and the teacher’s salary) was
secure. Consequently, there was frantic activity in the run up to the Inspector’s visit with efforts to prepare the children
and instructions and letters going home to encourage attendance. The Inspector’s visits were followed by a much needed
half day holiday!
After the school day was over the building served the wider community as a venue for concerts and suppers, for evening
school for the men, and as a home for the parish library. An alternative to the pub!
Jackie Russell

Tokers Green News
Our annual carol singing in the village took place just before Christmas. About 30 villagers - young & older - beautifully
sang their way around the village. The lucky residents who were at home and able to listen to the singing donated £210
this year for The Air Ambulance. The donations now total £756 since 2014.
We held another training session at KE school on 19 February with 12 residents learning how to do CPR and use the
defibrillator that is located in the village. We are looking to set up another session on a Saturday morning (date tbc).
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A newsletter describing all the planned events and activities was printed and delivered to every property in Tokers Green
and Chazey Heath and emailed to the village distribution list. In addition, it was shared with the Henley Standard who
have kindly mentioned upcoming events in the paper.
A working group from the Sonning Common Green Gym visited the park in Rokeby Drive on 15 February. During their
time onsite they did a fantastic job cutting back much of the brambles around the edge of the park and planting new
hedging - so the park looks much better as a result.
Street maps have been created which document each street and the houses in them. The maps cover all 5 villages in the
parish and are available on the KEPC website. They are great for helping delivery drivers who cannot find a house and
could even help emergency vehicles find the right property quickly. In our house we have a printed street map for Tokers
Green near our front door to answer those regular queries from drivers.
Planned events – subject to Covid-19 restrictions
Our Big Lunch this year will take place on 7 June in the park.
Ongoing regular activities include our village quiz team who regularly compete during the winter in the village league,
walking football on Mondays and Wednesdays, our progressive dinner parties (next date tbc) and regular working group
at the playground in Rokeby Drive park. We also meet on the last Friday evening each month in the Packsaddle.
Please contact me for more information about any of the above.
Ian Beale ian99beale@yahoo.co.uk

Councillor Peter Dragonetti
On South Oxfordshire District Council, the issue of the Local Plan has not gone away. Although the
election in May last year brought into office many people who had clearly stated their opposition to the
new Local Plan, including myself, the government has overruled the new council. The Secretary of State
has threatened to take away the District Council’s planning powers and pass them to the County Council.
Just what we do is still undecided, but whatever option we take the choice is unpalatable, whether to let
the government overrule us and pass power to the County Council, or to take forward the current plan and fight for
amendments to it.
You will have seen just how much new housing is already being built in Benson and Wallingford, and there are already
more houses to be built in Didcot, Crowmarsh and Watlington, but the new plan envisaged even more. Are these new
houses really being built to meet local need or is it for some other reason?
With these developments, perhaps we can anticipate a significant amount of new road building, not only the already
designed roads around Didcot, but also perhaps a Caversham Northern Relief Road to link the often spoken of new
Thames crossing at Reading to the A4074.
The design for the new office at Crowmarsh to replace the old one that was destroyed by fire as a result of arson has now
been revealed, and it follows the outcome of the public consultation that was carried out last Spring. The cost has
increased from the original estimates, but as the building was destroyed over five years ago, that is hardly surprising.
Over those years, a significant amount has been spent on renting office space, and there is no realistic alternative to
rebuilding on the same site. It is planned that the new offices will be occupied by April 2022. Local residents with a long
memory will recall that, a few years ago, it was proposed that the old office be demolished anyway and rebuilt because it
was so badly designed and difficult to run. While that idea was abandoned, it does demonstrate that building poor quality
offices on the cheap is not really value for money.
I am pleased to say that the waste team at South Oxfordshire are very proactive, and you may have seen the report in the
Henley Standard of them in action in Henley spot fining litter droppers. They are also active in following up fly tippers,
and have recently successfully prosecuted a Reading man who dumped building waste near the Bird in Hand at Sonning
Common, which resulted in him being given a community order of 12 months with 120 hours of unpaid work, and fines
and costs totalling £2000.
If you would like to discuss these matters, or any other issue involving the District Council, please don’t hesitate to
contact me.
Councillor Peter Dragonetti
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Gardening
The new gardening year has begun very wet indeed. Shrubs and spring flowering bulbs
are early, and birds are nesting. Summer does not feel far away. When I dig over my
borders, I am finding dry soil; even after all this rain it seems to be staying in the surface
layers or running off. I predict another peculiar gardening year.
Most of us will have already mown the lawn twice by now, and yet April has only just
arrived. The grass is growing vigorously and using a nitrogen-rich fertilizer now will
help to keep it green. The wet winter has encouraged moss, so even if you treated for
moss in the autumn, you may need to repeat it. It is not too late to use a fertilizer/moss killer combination, but you will
need to remove the dead moss during April so that the lawn has a chance to thicken up in May. Feeding the lawn will
encourage grass growth, and this can ‘shade out’ the moss. Of course, if the lawn is waterlogged you should stay off it,
and only apply fertilizer if you know that rain is forecast, otherwise you will have to water it in!
There has been very little in the way of cold weather this winter, so many pests and diseases
will be making the most of your plants. Vine weevil grubs have over wintered happily in
pots. Act now, using either nematodes (available from www.greengardener.co.uk) or a
chemical vine weevil killer. The former is the organic method, safe for children and wildlife,
and you can eat the treated plants. Provanto (or Bug Clear) vine weevil killer is a systemic
insecticide - you must follow the instructions to ensure that children and wildlife are kept safe
and remember that treated plants are not safe to eat.
I am very enthusiastic about using nematodes to treat pests and diseases. I have found them
successful with chafer bugs in the lawn (must be treated twice a year in April and
September), slugs and snails, and vine weevils. Green Gardener is now advertising
nematodes to kill box caterpillars too!
Last year, I used box caterpillar moth traps in the garden, but the lures only lasted for 6 weeks. This year, Green Gardener
is selling improved traps with pheromone lures that last all season. Using these traps alerts you to when the moths are
active, so you can keep an eye on your plants and treat when caterpillars are present. Box caterpillar moths will be very
active this year; if you have box plants get some traps to give your plants the best chance of surviving.
If you are going to use chemical means to protect plants from slugs and snails (rather than barriers like sheep pellets or
coffee grounds, or organic nematodes), a top tip is to use a jam jar on its side (some cooking sauces come in handy flatsided jars which do not roll away) and put a few slug pellets inside. Slugs can climb in, but birds, mammals (including
children), and rain, are excluded. Ferric phosphate is the chemical recommended for use by organic gardeners.
Metaldehyde (the old-fashioned blue slug pellet) was set to be banned in 2020, but the ban was overturned in the High
Court last summer. Metaldehyde is poisonous to wildlife and earthworms, so I do encourage you to find a different
method to control your slugs.
Jobs to do now that spring is here include protecting young shoots from the ravages of slugs and snails, splitting up many
herbaceous plants, and tidying up after storm damage. Weeds have been germinating all winter, so ensure that you spend
some time weeding and tidying up the borders, ready for the new growing season.
If we are very lucky, the weather will be warm enough to sit in the garden and enjoy all the wonders that the new growing
season brings.
Caroline

Slugs and snails at home in our gardens
Contrary to what some of you may think, slugs and snails are important residents in our
gardens providing food for a wide range of mammals,
birds (a favourite morsel for the thrush), slow worms,
earthworms and insects. Upset the balance by removing
them and we can do a lot of harm. Despite this few of us
can lay claim to liking slugs and snails in our gardens,
in fact gardeners across Britain use some 650 billion
slug pellets per year! There are alternatives to this
method of control which should be encouraged as the poison from slug pellets enters
the food chain and kills hedgehogs and other predators who consider slugs and snails to
be a tasty treat. Interestingly, hedgehogs don’t like slimy slugs (can you blame them?)
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– so they scrape off the slime with their paws before swallowing! If the slugs and snails can avoid these predators, they
have a life expectancy in the wild of 3-7 years.
Slugs and snails are land molluscs and belong to a class of animals called gastropods. They are invertebrates – meaning
they have no backbone. Whilst snails have a shell to protect them, both slugs and snails are very similar in many other
ways. Both are hermaphrodites, meaning they contain both male and female reproductive organs, but they require a
partner for successful reproduction. They can lay up to 100 eggs in the ground.
The body of a slug or a snail is like a large foot and it moves along by rippling its muscles, leaving a trail of slime as it
moves. This slime, or mucus, is a lubricant which enables it to glide over any terrain without getting injured. If it senses
danger or wants to hide a snail can tuck its whole body into its shell, whilst the more agile slug can squeeze into the
smallest of cracks.
Although snails and slugs are virtually blind and they do not have any means of hearing sounds, they have the most
extraordinary sense of smell, enabling them to locate food from as far as a few metres away – given the size of their body
this is remarkable. They have two pairs of tentacles on the top of the head. Eyes are located on the top of the longer
tentacles although they can do little more than sense light and dark; the shorter tentacles are equipped with the sense of
feel, smell and taste that enables them to find food.
The shell of a snail is made of calcium carbonate and it keeps growing until the snail
reaches adult size. When a baby snail emerges from an egg it is fully equipped with a tiny
shell. It takes about two years for a snail to grow into an adult. They can have over 1000
teeth, located on their tongue (called a radula) and can reach a speed of one metre per hour,
enabling them to munch their way across an average British garden overnight. Although
snails hibernate during the winter months, slugs can be found anywhere there is a
temperature in excess of 5°C. This picture shows the common garden snail.
Slugs are in effect terrestrial snails that have lost their shells – in fact some species retain the remains of a shell, but it is
often internal. You would have thought it was somewhat careless to lose a shell, but snails need a continual supply of
calcium to make their shells and so must live where this can be found in the soil. Slugs on the other had do not have this
limitation, and without the burden of a shell they can burrow into the soil. They spend most of their time in the top 10cms
of soil, which helps keep them moist.
There are 40 slug species established in the UK, of which 9 are considered major plant
pests. They range in size from the 1cm marsh slug up to the gigantic ash-black slug which
can grow to 30cms. One of the more common slugs that you tend see around the garden,
and shown in the picture, is the Common Garden Slug (Arion distinctus). These slugs are
omnivorous and are not fussy – feeding on whatever crosses their path, which may be live
plants, rotting plant material, animal waste, dead animals and even dead slugs! As they
have a particular liking for fresh plants these are the species that gardeners despise.
However, other species such as the Leopard or Great Grey Slug don’t like live plants and
prefer a diet of decaying material, fungi, lichen, algae and mould as well as snails, worms, insects and insect larvae.
It is said that the skin of a slug is leakier than a tea bag! They can have up to 27,000 teeth
and their blood is green! They can live for about 6 years, and their eggs can lie dormant for
years before hatching when conditions are right. Slugs can consume around forty times
their weight in the space of a day and they can also stretch to approximately twenty times
their length in order to squeeze through narrow gaps. In the damp of autumn, seeds
consumed by both slugs and snails can pass right through their bodies and be deposited
back into the ground in another location – a tick in the box for slug and snail benefits.
A natural way to dissuade slugs and snails from munching through your prized flower beds is to include plants which
repel them. Generally, strongly smelling plants or plants with hairy stems are less likely to be an appealing feast, so try
planting lavender, rosemary, cranesbills or herbaceous plants around plants you want to protect. Vinegar is the perfect
agent to remove slug slime and to include in slug sprays. Snails are highly intolerant to salt and will die quickly if it is
sprinkled onto them. Another method is to use plant pots with copper tape or sprinkle wood chip, gravel or crushed
eggshells around your plants as both snails and slugs dislike rougher surfaces.
If you ever wondered about eating the snails from your garden, you can, providing you are prepared to go to the lengths
necessary to feed them only carrots and lettuce for 7 days to cleanse them and then cook them appropriately – nothing
more will be said in this article!
Sue Remenyi

KIDMORE END PARISH COUNCIL

PAGE | 11

Weather
Average

Average

Maximum

Minimum

Temperature

Temperature

Cent

Fahr

Rainfall

Cent

Fahr

mm

In

December

8.6

47

2.4

36

90

3.5

January

8.7

48

3.6

39

70

2.8

February

9.6

49

2.7

37

122

4.8

282

11.1

Rainfall - 3 months to end February 2020

This winter has been milder and significantly wetter than historical norms with the average maximum temperatures every
month being 2C/3.5F higher. The rain seems to have been never ending with only 24 dry days this winter; the longest
spell we had without rain was 4 days. Despite such persistent rain there were only five days with more than 13mm/0.5in
rain and one day with more than 25mm/1in.
Last year February was the warmest on record; this year England had the wettest February since records began in 1862,
with many places getting more than 200% of the average rainfall. The three named storms, Ciara, Dennis and Jorge,
brought plenty of rain and very strong winds and they all managed to arrive at weekends. There was a total of 18 nights
when the minimum temperature fell below zero, which was another decrease on previous years. On no day was the
maximum temperature below zero. 1 December was the coldest day with the lowest maximum (5.8C/42F) and the
coldest nights were 9 December & 20 January both with minimum temperature of -2.9C/27F.
There has been very little snow, only a few showers which didn’t settle for long. I can’t remember another year with so
little snow.
Highest and Lowest temperatures for 3 months to February 2020
Highest

Lowest

Highest Rainfall

Cent

Fahr

Cent

Fahr

mm

In

December

11.8

53 (6th)

-2.9

27 (9th)

14

0.5 (12th)

January

12.5

55 (14th)

-2.9

27 (20th)

15

0.6 (14th)

February

13.2

56 (23rd)

-2.2

28 (5th & 27th)

25

1.0 (19th)

Chris Brook

New online tool to help reduce waste in Oxfordshire
Oxfordshire is the top performing county in the country for recycling; we recycle an amazing 58%
of household waste. But there is still more to do. The Waste Wizard is a new initiative from the
county council to help people dispose of items which are no longer needed.
It is an online tool where anyone bewitched by the bin can type in the name of their item along with
their postcode and it will tell them whether and how the item can be repaired, reused, donated or
recycled, or if it should be disposed of in a specific bin or at a Household Waste Recycling Centre.
The aim is to help people to:
•
•
•
•

Repair more items locally
Reuse or donate more items
Reduce contamination in kerbside collection bins
Recycle or properly dispose of anything that cannot be reused, repaired or donated

Follow this link for the Waste Wizard:
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/environment-and-planning/waste-and-recycling/household-waste/repair-reuseor-recycle
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An important reminder from Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks
SSEN has well established resilience plans for when bad weather such as Storms Ciara and Dennis cause problems with
your electricity supply. They will provide customer support to help you if you have lost power. Customers are being
encouraged to take some simple, practical steps to strengthen their resilience, including:
•
•
•

Signing up to SSEN’s free Priority Services Register at www.ssen.co.uk/PriorityServices, or finding out if a
friend or family member could benefit from the scheme, which supports those who may need extra help during a
power cut;
Downloading SSEN’s free Power Track app (www.ssen.co.uk/Powertrack) which provides live updates on faults
and restoration times. Customers can also report power cuts and network damage directly to SSEN via the app;
Saving 105, the free-to-call national power cut number, to your phone contacts.

Customers on the Priority Services Register will be proactively contacted by SSEN to warn them of potential bad
weather, in order to help them prepare and to offer extra support where required. SSEN’s teams will also keep in close
and regular contact with its PSR customers during power cuts to check they are getting the help they need.
Over 700,000 of SSEN’s customers are already signed up for the service, but SSEN is aware that there are still some
customers who may not realize they are eligible for the scheme.
Customers can qualify for the PSR if they:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Are deaf or hard of hearing
Have a disability
Live with children under five
Are blind or partially sighted
Have a chronic illness
Use medical equipment/aids reliant on electricity
Are over 60

For more information on the support available from SSEN, and for helpful advice on preparing for and dealing with a
power cut, please visit http://www.ssen.co.uk/ready-together.

Speeding and road safety improvements for residents of Cane End
The many residential properties that require access in and out of their drives along the notorious A4074 (and Horsepond
Road) are unanimous about the need to get passing vehicles to adhere to the 40-mph speed limit. To date nothing has been
done by the Highways Department to help.
•
•
•

We have in the past asked for the filthy road signs to be cleaned, and for vegetation that obstructs the view of
these signs to be cleared; neither has been done.
We question the size and position of the 40-mph signs. We require bolder CANE END signs at either end of our
hamlet on the A4074 and on Horsepond Road. The recently erected, impressive bold white IPSDEN signs further
along this renowned dangerous road are just what Cane End needs.
Motorists need to be made aware that they are passing through a residential area. Everyone is aware of the
number of accidents that occur on this A road. We are not talking little bumps but many fatalities.

The residents of Cane End deserve to feel safe pulling in and out of their own homes. We are keen to get these necessary
improvements made and by doing so, reduce traffic speed; traffic currently flies through Cane End. We are without doubt
that it will have an advantageous effect on road safety for all users.
Camilla Skinner, Cane End resident

Kidmore End Cricket Club
It looks like the start of the cricket season is cancelled due to Covid-19, but KE Cricket Club will continue to look after
the grounds at Gallowstree Common. Members of the parish who regularly visit the recreation ground will have seen
members of the club working on the pitch, pavilion and surrounds, trying to catch up following the lengthy spells of wet
weather which we have had to endure over the winter months. We are fortunate to have one of the most picturesque
cricket grounds in the local area, which is maintained by a band of volunteers throughout the year.

KIDMORE END PARISH COUNCIL
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We were awarded ECB Clubmark Status in October 2007 and were re-designated in 2013 and 2017. This means that the
ECB recognises that we are a ‘safe, effective and child friendly’ club. As a member of Kidmore End CC you are
guaranteed that we have a base level of quality in all areas of health and safety, child welfare and protection. The club
also actively encourages young cricketers to make the transition from junior and school cricket to senior club cricket. In
achieving Clubmark status we are also recognised as having a proven track record in administration, player and facility
development. The Clubmark award recognises our professionalism and excellent conduct across many different areas of
cricket provision.
The club plays senior cricket in the Thames Valley Cricket League meaning that we travel as far east as Uxbridge and as
far west as Newbury with all ports in between! The junior teams play in the Berkshire Youth Cricket League and we have
boys’ teams at U9, U11, U13 and U15 along with a thriving girls’ section with teams at U11 and U13 level.
We would encourage any new players of any age or ability to join and play in any of our four senior Saturday league
teams or our Sunday XI who play friendly fixtures against local clubs. We also have a midweek XI who play in the
Reading and District Midweek League. Young players are equally welcome to come along as well.
For more information, please contact 1st XI Captain James Frost (07971 560981) and for information on junior cricket
please email our Junior Co-ordinator Jake Leach at keccjuniors@gmail.com.
You will be given a warm welcome at the Gallowstree Common ground. Further information on the club can be found on
the club’s website: http://kidmoreendcc.co.uk/. You can also follow us on Twitter and find us on Facebook.
Mark New, Kidmore End Cricket Club

Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)
As mentioned in the Chairman’s report, The CIL money is now available and we are considering how to use it. We have
had the following 28 responses to our request for suggestions and further ideas are still welcome. Please send them to
clerk@kepc.info. The amount is £20,000 with a further £17,000 due in the next year. The money should be spent on
‘infrastructure to support development of the parish’ ie. anything that may have been impacted by the development, or
which will require upgrading to cope with the additional traffic associated with the new development, hence play areas,
green spaces, cultural and sports facilities, footpath etc.
1. Provide public bench in Tokers Green
2. Improve play provision for older children in
Kidmore End village
3. Provide defibrillator in Cane End “telephone”
kiosk
4. Creation of wild flower area on land at junction
of Wood Lane, and Horsepond Road,
Gallowstree Common
5. Parish apple press
6. Pre-school drop-in groups at Parish Room and
Pavilion
7. Funding, by paying hire cost, for various groups
at Pavilion or Parish Room
8. Adult/outdoor gym equipment
9. Benches in all villages
10. Sorting out “phone” kiosks
11. Improved speed awareness signage in Kidmore
End
12. Repair of finger post near Kidmore End well
13. Flood alleviation around Kidmore End pond
14. Provide bus shelter(s) at Cane End
15. Provide defibrillator at Diamond Jubilee
Pavilion

16. “Protecting” “phone” kiosk at Chalkhouse
Green with kerbing on verge and highway
drainage works
17. Remove silt from Tokers Green pond
18. Clean oil traps on gullies into Tokers Green
pond
19. Provide seat at Tokers Green pond
20. Repairs to footpath, noticeboard and railings at
Tokers Green Pond
21. Renewal of the entrance drive to the Gallowstree
Common Recreation Ground
22. Replacement of rainwater goods on veranda face
of Diamond Jubilee Pavilion
23. Make grant towards purchase of new premises
for FISH Volunteer Centre
24. Tennis court
25. Concrete track for bikes/scooters
26. Additional playground equipment, eg rotating
swing
27. Extend footway in Horsepond Road westwards
to Cane End
28. Installation of highway “gates” (for traffic
management) on Reading Road, Cane End
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Useful Numbers and Contacts
Thames Valley Police,

non emergency
emergency
website

101
999
www.thamesvalley.police.uk

Crime Stoppers (anonymous)
Victim Support

0800 555 111
01865 751511

Spring 2020

SODC email: info@southoxon.gov.uk
Open: Mon-Thu
Fri

01235 422422
8.30 am - 5.00 pm
8.30 am - 4.30 pm

Parish Council Meetings:

ORCC Directory of Transport Schemes
email

01865 883433
orc@oxonrcc.org.uk

20 May 2020 (Annual Parish
Meeting)
22 June 2020
20 July 2020
Until further notice regular Parish
Council meetings will be held by
video link.

Oxfordshire Rural Community Council,
Jericho Farm, Worton, Oxon OX29 4SZ
Oxfordshire Highways
www.oxfordshirehighways.org

0845 310 1111

Fix my Street

http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk

Parish Councillors
Parish Council Chairman
Sue Biggs
Email
Clerk to the Council
Roger Penfold

Friends of Sonning Common
Library Application form
http://www.kepc.info/news.php#fosclapplication

District Councillor
Peter Dragonetti
County Councillor
Kevin Bulmer

chairman@kepc.info

Email
Telephone

clerk@kepc.info
0118 947 3130

Email
Telephone

peter.dragonetti@southoxon.gov.uk
01491 576352

Email
Telephone

kevin.bulmer@oxfordshire.gov.uk
07803 005680

Citizens Advice Bureau (Henley & Woodcote)
Website www.caox.org.uk/henley
Telephone
03444 111444
Henley appointments:
Mon, Tue, Thu 10-3pm; Wed 2-6pm;
Fri
10-1pm
Telephone advice:
Mon, Tue, Wed 10-6pm; Thu10-6.30pm; Fri 10-4pm
Services also available at Woodcote Community Centre. (Call 03444 111444 for appt)
Fri
10-11am
Kidmore End Parish Room
Bookings:
Guy Johnson
Are we missing your club or society?
Would you like to see their activities
listed in the Newsletter? Do you
have any news items or pictures for
the Parish?
If you would like to contribute to the
next edition, or to the website we’d
be delighted to hear from you.
Articles can be sent to editor,
members of the editorial board or
directly to the website webmaster –
see right panel for contact details
The closing date for the next edition
is 5 June 2020.

Telephone

07920 100065

Diamond Jubilee Pavilion at Gallowstree Common
Bookings:
Roger Penfold
Telephone
0118 947 3130
Kidmore End Memorial Hall
Bookings:
Debbie Page

Telephone

07802 34794

Newsletter Editorial Board
Caroline Aldridge (Editor)
Email
Telephone
Sue Remenyi
Telephone
Jackie Russell
Telephone
Ana Silva O’Reilly (webmaster)
Email
Parish Council website

editor@kepc.info
0118 972 3700
0118 972 3699
0118 972 2214
webmaster@kepc.info
www.kepc.info

