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The Reformation in Gallowstree Common re-opens
After a period of being unoccupied, the Reformation has re-opened. The new publicans are
Bob and Sandra Hurst who have returned to the area from Ireland. Bob has ties with the area
and has experience of running many pubs,
including locally the John Barleycorn in
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Introducing the editorial team
Welcome to the second issue of our new look
newsletter. We would like to introduce the
editorial team: Jackie Russell, Sue Remenyi and
Caroline Aldridge, with Ana Silva O’Reilly
providing invaluable web assistance.
Jackie is the longest serving member of our
editorial team with 8 years under her belt. Jackie
moved to Kidmore End in 1990 and her children
attended KE Primary School. Recently retired,
she can sometimes be found pottering in the
garden, and at other times might be working
(playing?) with textiles, reading about local
history or helping at Sonning Common Primary School.
Sue is a newcomer to the editorial team and her enthusiasm and experience is a welcome tonic. Sue has lived in Kidmore
End for over 30 years with her two now grown up children being educated at Kidmore End Primary School and Chiltern
Edge. Her first involvement with the local community was a stint in the early 1990s as chair of the Kidmore End Primary
School PTA. Sue and her husband have run their business from Kidmore End and Sonning Common and as Sue attempts
to retire she is trying to spend more time with her bees and her garden.
Caroline moved to Kidmore End in 2004, and quickly became involved in local community life and Kidmore End Preschool. She has been involved with the refurbishment of the play areas in Kidmore End and Gallowstree Common,
because making family-friendly spots where children and parents want to go makes a community. She became a parish
councillor in 2012 and joined the editorial team in 2015.
We are always on the look out for new stories, so please let us know your news and views, in person, by email or over the
phone (contact details on last page). We always welcome your feedback, so please continue to let us know what you think
about the Kidmore End Parish Council Newsletter.
Caroline, Jackie and Sue

Distributing the Newsletter
The editorial team relies on a band of volunteers to distribute the newsletter to your door. Most of our distributors are
happy to continue to do this job, as it is a lovely way to walk around the village, bump into neighbours and have a chat.
We are, however, in need of some additional help in Gallowstree Common where currently one person covers the whole
village (157 newsletters). If you think that you could help, please let us know. It would also be helpful to have volunteers
in the other villages to provide cover for holidays/illness among the existing distributors. If you think that you might be
able to help, please let us know.

Chairman’s Report
SODC Local plan
There have been no further updates from SODC about the emerging Local Plan since the last newsletter. There will be an
SODC Cabinet meeting on 3 October and a Council meeting on 10 October, after which further information should be
available.
Neighbourhood Development Plan
Thank you to everyone who came along to the two public engagement events in September. These were well attended,
and thank you to everyone who completed the feedback form. If you were not able to come along or you have not yet
provided your feedback – we really need this as documentary evidence of your views.
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KidmoreEndNDP2019questionnaire
The form can be accessed until 11 October. The feedback we receive will be available on the website from late
October/November. We have also asked for feedback from the landowners on the call for sites process and the deadline
for this consultation is 4 October. The aim of the events was for the community to feed back their views about the
possibility of a site for development in the village of Kidmore End and about the process that has been undertaken so far.
It has been 2 years getting to this point. The group has worked tirelessly and is now moving forward with policy writing
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and getting a draft of the plan written. If you are interested in joining the steering group or would like further
information, please contact me at ndp@kepc.info.
Thank you to the members of the steering group for all the work they have undertaken over the last 2 years. Although we
did not expect the process to take so long, progress is being made. The group will be holding further public events and
consultations in the near future.
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)
In the last newsletter I mentioned that we were expecting to receive some funds from the CIL, following on from recent
development within the parish. The council is now entitled to this money and we are considering how to use it. The
amount is £20,000 with a further £17,000 due in the next year. The money must be spent on ‘infrastructure to support
development of the parish’. This might include play areas, green spaces, cultural and sports facilities etc., (see previous
newsletter – available on website). We would like to hear any thoughts or ideas you may have on how we could use this
money.
Glover Report
You may be interested in the newly released government review of our National Parks and AONBs which is available
online. There is quite a lot of text about the Chilterns AONB and most of the parish is within this area.
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/designated-landscapes-national-parks-and-aonbs-2018-review
Climate Emergency
I think most people are aware/concerned about climate change and the consequences for our planet. SODC and
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) have both declared a state of climate emergency and are looking at ways to tackle the
issue. SODC have set up a committee which met for the first time on 19 September. The committee is a politically
balanced group of 12 councillors and will meet in public to advise the council’s Cabinet on matters relating to the climate
emergency. OCC are also addressing the issue and have “committed to reduce emissions across Oxfordshire by 50% of
2008 levels by 2030.” Take a look at their website to see what they are doing. There are links to an interactive graphic
about emissions in Oxfordshire, and information on how weather patterns in Oxfordshire are likely to change in the
coming decades.
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/environment-and-planning/energy-and-climate-change/reducing-emissions
OCC are funding the Community Action Group project which is a network of over 50 local groups involved in a diverse
range of activities around energy management, renewable energy, local food and waste management. If anyone is
interested in undertaking a project there is a wealth of resources available, from advice and mentoring, to help with
funding, training, press and media etc. https://cagoxfordshire.org.uk/. OCC are also working with Low Carbon Hub, a
not-for-profit Oxfordshire organisation helping to set up community-owned renewable energy projects.
www.lowcarbonhub.org/
What can we do as a community?
The NDP steering group are looking at environmental policies. As a council we are reducing the amount of paper we use.
Sonning Common are starting a campaign to reduce the use of plastic. But what can every one of us aim to achieve to
help reduce climate change? Let us know what you think we should be doing.
Road Safety
As you know, the Parish Council is trying to improve road safety with Community Speedwatch, and by becoming
Superusers in order to speed up the repair of potholes. If you would like to be trained for either of these roles please
contact me or Mr Penfold (clerk@kepc.info), or any parish councillor. The more help we have, the sooner the roads will
improve. We are also investigating buying speed limit stickers to go on our wheelie bins, to help towards improving road
safety. Please let us know what you think about this idea.
Hedges
Now is the time of year to look at your hedge and if it is over the boundary of your property and encroaching on the
roadside, it must be cut back.
Path at Gallowstree Common
The footpath along Horsepond Road has been cleared by Oxfordshire County Council and I would like to thank them for
this work. If your hedge is near the path please could you check that it does not extend further than your property
boundary, as we need to keep the path as clear and easy to access as possible.
The Reformation Pub
As you will have read on the first page of this newsletter, the pub in Gallowstree Common is now open again for
business. You will recall that SODC turned down our application to have the pub listed as an asset of community value.
I mentioned in the last newsletter that our case would be strengthened by evidence of the pub’s community value such as
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letters from people who have attended events there. We need more recent events, if possible. Please email to me at
chairman@kepc.info .
Phone Boxes
The phone box at Kidmore End has been renovated. The box at Chalkhouse Green has been painted and now needs some
care and attention, whilst the one at Cane End still needs renovating. If anyone is interested in any of these projects,
please contact me.
New Councillor
We are very pleased to welcome a new recruit, Andrew Harland from Tokers Green, onto the council. If you are also
interested in becoming a councillor do please contact us. More help is always welcome, so if you think you would like to
contribute, even if it is only in a small way, do get in touch.
Sue Biggs
chairman@kepc.info

From the Rector
As can be seen from Neil Scott’s listing of upcoming events and services at St John’s, there is a lot
going on, and all are very welcome indeed to attend the parish church as we enter autumn and look
towards Christmas.
The church is open most days during daylight hours; please do feel free to come in and sit for a
moment or two in the stillness. To quote the contemporary priest-poet Malcolm Guite, “Stand here a
while and drink the silence in”. Whatever your personal beliefs, St John the Baptist is there for the
whole community.
If I may I would like to highlight a particular event coming up, the All Soulstide service on 3
November (details below). If you have lost a loved one recently, do consider coming to this gentle and reflective service,
which many people have found to be a great comfort.
With best wishes for the autumn.
James

The Parish Church
This article being written at the start of the meteorological autumn, we can look back on a fine summer and hope that it
produced a good harvest for our local farmers. Our Harvest Thanksgiving service at St John’s was on Sunday 22
September. The Church look resplendent with displays of fruit and flowers and we would like to thank everyone who
helped with this venture.
Our Strawberry Teas event at Christ the King Church, Sonning Common, also benefited from fine weather. On a blazing
Saturday afternoon in August the sum of £378 was raised for Parish Funds and for the Vocational Training Centre, Home
of Hope, Malawi.
On a Saturday morning In June our “Mission Action Plan” meeting was well attended by members of the three churches
in our Benefice. The discussion included an opportunity to consider “Challenges to Overcome”; the findings of what
proved to be a very useful and thought provoking meeting will now be considered by a Steering Group (Ministry team
and Churchwardens), with a view to suggesting areas for further development and action.
Another Wine and Song evening is to take place in the school on the evening of Saturday 12 October. There will be a
wine-tasting presentation by Nick Room, together with refreshments and a varied programme of musical entertainment.
Watch out for details of tickets for this most popular event.
All Soulstide is the time we hold a special service for those who wish to
remember dear ones who have died, possibly but not exclusively, in the last year.
The service will be held, this year, in St John’s at 4 pm on Sunday 3
November. All are welcome, whether regular churchgoers or not. Those present
at the service, who so wish, will be able to light a candle in memory of
someone/those whom they love but see no longer. Additionally, a list of names of
those asked to be specially remembered will be read out. Such names should be
submitted (beforehand, please) to one of the Churchwardens – Mr Robert Lynch
(tel: 0118 9724699); Mrs Karen Broadbent (tel: 0118 9724606).
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Remembrance Sunday this year is on 10 November and those wishing to attend the service at the War Memorial (in
Kidmore End), are requested to assemble at 10.50 am. After the service at the War Memorial, there is a service in St
John’s Church at which all are welcome and at which the British Legion colours, together with those of the Scouts, Cubs
and Beavers, are received into the sanctuary.
Christmas Fair - This popular event, at which we are pleased to join forces with the school, will be held in the school on
23 November from 12 noon until 3 pm.
Christingle - A Christingle is a lighted candle set in an orange, representing Christ as the Light of the World. We have
two Christingle services in the Parish, at which each child is presented with a Christingle; the first will be held in St
John’s on Sunday 1 December, and the second in Christ the King Church, Sonning Common, on Christmas Eve.
Both services commence at 4.30 pm.
The annual Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is held between 18 and 25 January, each year. Look out for details of
a local ecumenical service to mark this occasion.
The Henley Choir Festival, at which our church choir (together with their Musical Director, Frances Brewitt-Taylor)
always plays a prominent part, will be held in January at St Mary’s Church, Henley. Watch out for details.
Our Bishop Colin (Bishop of Dorchester) has become the first Bishop in the Diocese of Oxford to invest in an ecofriendly car. Where the Bishop leads……...!
Since this will be the last issue of the newsletter before Christmas, details of our Christmas services are being included
now. The date for the Service of Carols and Readings is yet to be decided: this date and confirmation of the others will be
available nearer the time, by reference to our church magazine or to our website.
CHRISTMAS SERVICES
Sunday 1 December
4.30 pm
Friday ... December
7.30 pm
Tuesday 24 December 4.30 pm
11.00 pm
Christmas Day
9.30 am
10.30 am

Christingle Service at St John’s.
Service of Carols and Readings at St John’s
Christingle Service at Christ the King, Sonning Common
Midnight Mass at St John’s
Family Eucharist, with Carols at Christ the King, Sonning Common
Family Eucharist with Carols at St John’s

Readers wishing to keep up to date with church news/events can refer to our website www.lambandflaguk.wordpress.com
and our pages on the website www.achurchnearyou.com as well as the church magazine: The Lamb and Flag and our
notice board at St John’s (near the entrance to the school playground)
Note - To receive our weekly parish newsletter by email, readers can subscribe (free) on our Lamb and Flag website (see
above). The link, to “Weekly Parish Notices” can be found on that website’s Welcome page.
Neil Scott (On behalf of the Parochial Church Council)

Autumn Term at Kidmore End CE School
We are three days into the new term and already feel settled into a routine of learning and purposeful play. It is one of the
huge privileges of working in a school that each year you are given an opportunity to make a fresh start and try to do it all
even better than before. We had two very productive in-service training days prior to the children returning, discussing
further development of our curriculum and the crucial responsibilities that everyone has for safeguarding our children and
ensuring their wellbeing. However, it wasn’t until Wednesday that school came to life again, as the children joined us.
Our first collective worship was inspired by the Great British Bake Off, and we discussed the ‘recipe for success’ in our
school. Here is what the children came up with…
Our recipe for success
Ingredients
• Approximately 200 children
• 36 adults – a selection of teachers, teaching assistants, kitchen staff, office staff, lunchtime supervisors and a
handyman
• A handful of governors and a large helping of volunteers
• School buildings, playground, field, AWP and play equipment
• The support of families
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Step 1: Add in plenty of being safe, being respectful and being ready to learn.
Step 2: Sprinkle in our values: thankfulness, hope, truthfulness, courage, responsibility and friendship.
Step 3: Mix really well and enjoy!
Next week we send our Year Six children off on their annual residential to Woodlands Outdoor Centre in the Wye Valley.
This experience gives them so much – both in terms of exciting activities such as
caving, canoeing and mountain walking, but also in what they learn about
themselves, such as independence, resilience and the importance of looking out for
each other. Every child in the class will have a chance to take the lead in an activity,
all the children will be expected to tidy up after themselves and to take their turn in
serving meals and clearing up, and every one of them will come back having a new
insight and perspective into what it means to be a Year Six pupil. We deliberately
plan our residential for this time of year in order that they can take those skills and
the strong relationships built between staff and pupils into the year ahead, as we
support and prepare them ready for their next step in July.
The residential also gives me one my favourite analogies for learning, which is the climbing wall. Sometimes learning
and progress is described as a ladder, but in my experience it is rarely a straight line! The climbing wall tests, requiring
skill, strength and perseverance, but very importantly there is more than one way to the top, and the people controlling the
ropes at the bottom are pretty crucial to your success. Most climbing walls are also colourful places, which fits pretty
well with my vision of a successful school.
We wish all our neighbours a happy new school year!
Linda Hull, Headteacher

Starry Starry Night
If you have ever been fortunate enough to step outside on a clear moonless night in a
dark place you will know just how wonderful the night sky can be. It is there every
night of the year – planets and stars moving around depending on the season – but we
are only privileged to see the spectacle when the sky is clear, there is no interruption
from the moon and most importantly there is no ambient light, nowadays often
referred to as light pollution.
Light pollution levels can be measured using the Bortle scale, named after American
amateur astronomer, John E Bortle, who developed a scale that measures the
brightness of the night sky and how well the stars can be seen. It runs from 1
(excellent dark sky) to 9 (inner-city sky). Using an online app
https://clearoutside.com/forecast/51.51/-1.00 I looked up the Bortle rating for Kidmore End on Thursday 18 July and it
was a surprising 5! Running the app for Reading the result was 8.
According to the 2016 World Atlas of Artificial Night Sky Brightness, 80 percent of the world’s population lives under
skyglow – when you can see ambient light from street lights, buildings etc., and in the United States and Europe, 99
percent of the public cannot experience a natural night.
The Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) believes that darkness at night is one of the key characteristics of rural
areas, representing a major difference between what is deemed rural versus urban.
Light doesn’t respect boundaries; it can spread for miles from the source and as a result frequently blurs the distinction
between town and country. Light spilling up into the night sky is also a waste of energy and money; local authorities were
estimated to spend £616 million on street lighting in 2013-14 and these lights can account for between 15-30% of a
council’s carbon emissions.
It is clearly not practical to do away with all artificial light, but we can try to adopt the right type of lighting and only use
it where and when it is needed. Communities need to be lit to ensure the safety of their inhabitants and local authorities
across the country are considering how they can improve their approach to street lighting, to ensure that new
developments are lit appropriately and that areas of existing dark skies are protected.
As the parish of Kidmore End is largely rural, with little or no public street lighting, we can benefit from some beautiful
night skies – this despite the soft orange glow of Reading lurking on the horizon. However, security lights, floodlights and
garden lighting all too often break into the darkness and create a veil of light across the local night sky. Whilst some of
this light is necessary, it does seem that some of it has little practical purpose and is wasting energy, spilling into homes,
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disrupting people’s sleep and affecting the behaviour of wildlife. Movement sensitive security lights are undoubtedly
more efficient than having an outside light on all night – but if they are not properly calibrated, they come on when a cat
or other animal passes through the sensor.
Many councils are looking into reducing street lighting in a bid to save money and energy, with the reduction in light
pollution often coincidental. We know that many people are cautious when they first hear about plans to dim or switch off
lights, fearing that there will be an increase in local crime. Indeed, community engagement is vital when local authorities
are considering part-night lighting and switching off street lighting. Yet recently published evidence has shown that there
is no clear link between reduced lighting and crime levels.
Next time you go outside on a clear night, look around and see if all the lights you have on, both inside and outside your
home, are really needed.

Around our Villages – Chalkhouse Green
For this newsletter we are grateful to Sarah Hall of Chalkhouse Green Farm for her
account of some aspects of the history of Chalkhouse Green.
Not having a church or a pub, usually only local people know the name of
Chalkhouse Green. The hamlet does not have a green either, in the modern sense of
the word, but it does have a Chalk House. The name of the hamlet derives from the
Neolithic and later flint mines that underlie the fields surrounding the hamlet,
which could originally have been called Chalkers Green. The name Green meant a
clearing in the great forest that spread over the Oxford plain. Chalkhouse Farm and
Chalk House and Rock Cottage all have Tudor origins.
The hamlet lies on an old drove road, still marked on maps as Chalkhouse Green
Lane, although nowadays it is a no-through road leading to a bridle path. Satnavs,
however, aren’t always wise to this, resulting in the odd unfortunate incident like
the ambulance that got stuck trying to reach an injured player at the Abbey rugby club!
Great herds of cattle and sheep were driven along the drove road on the way to the London markets. Accompanying the
flocks of sheep from mid and north Wales, the drovers’ wives would knit woollen socks while walking along, to sell or to
exchange for food en-route. Chalkhouse Green Farm was used for a last bite of grass for the animals before going on their
way, at the three pine trees; two still standing marked the place. Condemned prisoners were dragged along the drove road,
having their last drink at the pub that is now the fine Chalk House before meeting their end at Gallowstree Common. The
hamlet was a very busy place in Victorian times, and bigger than it is now. There were many cottages around the Green
belonging to Mr. Vanderstegen of Cane End House; they were later condemned by the council and pulled down.
Many farmers used the large chalk pit at the dip in the drove road to fetch chalk for fertilising their fields. A metal
detector has found artefacts beside the drove road covering every period, from a Neolithic flint scraper to thimbles used
by the wives of the haymakers to mend their smocks; it is even recorded that two little schools existed here in the 19th
century. The land was largely heathland. In 1858 a newspaper offered Vines and Chalkhouse farms for sale, describing
them as “valuable freehold farms within three miles of Reading in a remarkably healthy and picturesque county. The
farms consist of excellent sound turnip land, the fields large and pleasantly undulated interspersed with a few ornamental
woods and plantations forming good preserves for game”. This still holds true - except for the turnips!
Many Irish labourers were drafted here for the harvest. A pair of good early Victorian boots was found in a barn annexe
at Chalkhouse Green Farm, where the labourers were quartered; this showed it was a good place. Before the Second
World War many of the fields were used as a pheasant-rearing place owned by Mr. Brazil, an eccentric man who released
coloured rabbits. Their descendants still pop up.
In the past this was a dangerous place to travel by night with footpads and highwaymen lurking in the woods. Times are
much better now!
Sarah Hall and Meryl Toomey

Kidmore End Coffee Morning
Friday 18th October, 9.30-11.00
At the Parish Room, Wood Lane
£3 entry to include refreshments and breakfast pastries
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A selection of Kidmore End facts ….
Did you know?
1. The name Kidmore End is thought to be from the Celtic ‘Kid’ meaning a wood, ‘more’ meaning great and ‘End’,
a boundary.
2. The centrepiece of the village, St John the Baptist church, was built in 1852, the architect being Arthur Billing.
There are many lovely features, with a beautiful stone octagonal font on entry and a stone pulpit to name but two.
The altar and choir stalls are of chestnut and were obtained from an old building in Reading called ‘The Oracle’.
The first Vicar of Kidmore End was Rev T Compton and it was he who raised £300 to start the school; the church
and school are still closely linked today. Our present Rector, Rev James Stickings, is also Rector of Rotherfield
Peppard and Sonning Common.
3. In 1921 a stone cross, mounted on a pedestal with 2 steps and inscribed with the names of the 34 men of the
parish who fell in the Great War was erected in the churchyard. £12 had been raised for it by a house-to-house
collection! A further 13 names were added after WW2. There are also 4 war graves in the churchyard – Harry
Leach and Harvey Old from WW1, and Charles Payne and Walter Ward from WW2 (lest we forget).
4. The village school was established in 1862 by Rev Compton and within a year the average attendance was 70 –
this was before education became free and compulsory. In 1901 there were 143 children, and in this year, the
Canadian Government awarded the Bronze Medal to William Long for the best essay on Canada – a great honour
for the school!

5. A fine feature of the village is the C19th Well. As with all early villages on the Chiltern Hills there was a problem
with water supply. People here obtained their water from the pond! In the 1800s several deaths were recorded
from diseases such as typhoid and diphtheria due to the pond water, so a Well was bored to a depth of over 300ft.
It has been saved from demolition more than once in its lifetime. You will notice on the well that 6d had to be
paid for a key to it!
6. There are several very old houses in the village; Kidmore House, one of the oldest, is thought to have been built
in 1680.
7. A 100-tree wood was planted by volunteers of the Parish during 2014 to commemorate the 100th anniversary of
the start of the Great War 1914–1918.
Jane MacLean

Tokers Green News
Our Big Lunch in June was a great success with over 50 attending from the village on a lovely sunny day in the park with
fabulous food brought and shared by all. To continue the social theme from the previous update, here are events planned
in the village for the remainder of 2019. Everyone from Tokers Green and Chazey Heath is welcome.
Last Friday in the month: an opportunity to relax over a refreshing drink at the Pack Saddle from 8.00 pm with friends
and neighbours. The remaining dates for 2019 are 27 September, 25 October and 29 November.
13 October: from 10.00 am at the pond for an autumn tidy up and pruning. We will be trimming back some of the
vegetation to open up the pond, make it more visible and reduce the leaf litter that falls into the water. Please bring your
own saw, secateurs and gloves. If the weather is atrocious, we will re-schedule. We are also hoping to hear good news
soon from the Parish Council about arranging pump equipment to remove the silt from inside the pond.
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November: date tbc for our next Progressive Dinner around the village. This is a great
event each time with around 30 - 40 taking part, moving from houses to houses for each
course with one brave neighbour hosting everyone for desserts until midnight.
December Xmas dinners: provisional dates are Friday 6 December for the village men and
Friday 20 December for the ladies. Traditionally we have had separate events on different
evenings and normally at different venues. More details to follow about venue, cost and
menu. The men normally go to the Pack Saddle as we can walk there and back, while the
ladies often go further afield.
22 December: carol singing around the village. To join the singers please meet at the post box on the corner of Rokeby
Drive and Tokers Green Lane at 5.30 pm. The singers will be walking around the village and singing a splendid selection
of favourite carols outside houses to raise money for the Air Ambulance. Mulled wine and mince pies will be provided
afterwards for the hungry and thirsty singers.
Please contact ian99beale@yahoo.co.uk for more information on these events and to be added to our village email list
Ian Beale

Allotment plots at Chazey Heath
The Pack Saddle pub at Chazey Heath has made available a series of plots on which local people can ‘grow their own’
crops. The scheme aims to provide a healthy, communal environment on previously unused land adjoining the pub. Plot
users can voluntarily offer any surplus to the pub kitchen.
Communal compost bins, a poly-tunnel and 2 manured and/or rotovated ‘demonstration plots’ have been created, and 10
further plots in their natural state are now marked out. Two of these plots are still available.
Projects later this year include creating a small wildflower garden to separate the plots from the in situ beehives, as well
as planting between 6 and 10 different types of apple tree to create a small orchard. These initiatives are aimed at
supporting the bee population.
John Ness

The Book Nook at Greys Court
Greys Court is your local National Trust property and we recently opened “The Book Nook” selling second-hand books
to raise money for various conservation projects to help preserve this wonderful piece of local history. The Book Nook
has only been open for a month and has proved to be a very popular addition to the property, so we need to be constantly
re-stocking the shelves.
If you have any books to donate please contact me on 0118 9722720 or 07983882969 and we will be happy to collect.
David Constable, Kidmore End

A Personal View from Councillor Peter Dragonetti
My first few months as a District Councillor has been an interesting experience, not least because there
are many new councillors, but also because the change of control of the council has created a new
sense of direction.
The main issue remains that of the Local Plan, which is also intricately linked with what is known as
the HIF, or Housing Infrastructure Fund. In recent years, the government has cut back direct funding to
the District Council, and instead funding is linked to infrastructure projects, or more precisely, new
roads. These are often needed to relieve congestion particularly in the area of South Oxfordshire which broadly lies in a
band between the M40 and the A34. Much of the congestion in this area has arisen through the significant volume of
house building in Didcot. So, while the current problem would be solved, another problem is being created since more
development will create more traffic and congestion.
In my role on the Planning Committee I get to see many of the “more difficult” planning applications; applications come
to the Committee when the parish or town council disagrees with an officer’s recommendation, or there is a lot of public
interest. In recent weeks, there have been two applications in respect of the conservation area in Wallingford, where
proposals came forward that would, in my opinion, have damaged the character and historic pattern of building in
Wallingford. It is all too easy to be taken in by architectural gobbledegook, where words like “built form” and
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“complementary” are bandied around, when it is better to ask whether what is proposed actually looks good and fits in.
Once built, we are stuck with ugly buildings for years, whereas a poor design, if rejected by the Planning Committee, can
be rethought and resubmitted.
The recently released annual accounts of South Oxfordshire District Council show that revenue expenditure is greater
than revenue income, and so the Council has been using its reserves to “balance the books”. The Head of Finance has
noted that “the medium term financial plan highlights significant challenges ahead” and goes on to say that “although
the budget is sustainable across the MTFP period [to 2023/24] it is not sustainable beyond the medium term [after
2023/24] based on current projections of government funding” .
The District Council’s tax rate is the 7th lowest of all shire councils. For a householder the SODC’s share of the council
tax is dwarfed by the share going to the County Council and to the Police; for example, for a Band D home the SODC tax
is £121, while the County Council’s is £1468 and Police £206.
We are still constrained by the cap on council tax increases set by the government. Perhaps in this new era, with a
chancellor who, like the 1961 pools winner Viv Nicholson, seems set to “spend, spend, spend “, things will be different.
Councillor Peter Dragonetti

Gardening
We have certainly had an interesting summer. Drought, heavy rain, wind and fascinating pests. It is amazing that anything
grew at all.
The lawns are not in as bad a condition as they were in this time last year. That does not mean that they are looking
wonderful, just a bit greener.
I had a great deal of difficulty with my lawn last autumn and into spring this year. Even after scarifying with my electric
machine, it took a while to regreen. I think that this was due to the fact that moisture was not able to percolate down to the
roots, either due to a thick thatch (dead grass) that acted like a waterproof layer or a pan (layer of hard soil that water runs
off). My grass could not grow because the roots remained in drought conditions, even during the wet spring. My
scarifying machine was unable to penetrate the thatch/pan layer.
The only way to sort this out is to aerate the soil using a tining (or coring) machine. This job is hard work, so I tend to put
it off until absolutely necessary. Ideally use a petrol-driven machine (borrowed or hired), which punches cylinders of soil
out of your lawn. It looks messy. You can collect the cylinders in a bag to save as topsoil for compost mixes. It is an idea
to brush something good into the holes left in your lawn. Lawn sand (19 parts sand: 7 parts sulphate of ammonia: 3 parts
sulphate of iron) or a mixture of 2 parts leaf mould: 4 parts lawn sand, brushed into the holes, provides nutrition to the
roots and helps to open up the pan and allow water to percolate through the soil to the roots.
It is possible to make the holes using a garden fork, but you must brush lawn sand or the lawn sand/leaf mould mixture
into the holes that you create, otherwise they close up again and the pan comes back.
Please make sure that you rest during this chore and be mindful of your back. It may be the case that just concentrating on
the really bad patches will be sufficient to make the difference.
Don’t forget your autumn feed treatment. The grass will appreciate the attention!
Conditions have been perfect for vine weevils. The adults eat the edges of leaves (look for notches), and the vine weevil
larvae (white crescents with brown heads) eat the roots of plants. They are particularly fond of primroses, heucheras and
succulents. You only know how bad the infestation is when your plant dies. Provado vine weevil treatment works but
follow the instructions.
Box caterpillar is a new pest for me. It is everywhere. You know that you have this
pest when your box plants go yellow, lose all their leaves and are covered in a web. It
is possible to treat organically (look up Xen tari on the internet), and to catch the adult
moths in a pheromone trap. These options work, but so does ripping out your box
plants and putting in something else. So far, my clients are 6 for treatment and 2 for
ripping out the box. Time will tell. Japanese holly (Ilex crenata) and Lonicera nitida
are good replacement options.
It is not all bad news. Beans, tomatoes, peppers, chillis, cucumbers, garlic, courgettes, peas, carrots and lettuce have all
been excellent from the veggie patch. Flowers this year have also been good, particularly roses and flowering shrubs.
Many daffodil bulbs died last summer in the drought (that is why there were fewer flowers this spring), so plant more; the
flowers are deer proof too!
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Use the dark evenings to peruse seed and vegetable catalogues. Make notes of what worked for you this year, and don’t
forget to order your seeds just after Christmas.
Happy Gardening!
Caroline

The butterflies in your garden
Many of us have a love-hate relationship with our garden butterflies – any gardener who has
tried to grow cabbages without suitable netting will know only too well how the Cabbage White
caterpillar can munch through a crop in no time. But who hasn’t enjoyed watching the flight of
red admirals or yellow brimstones darting from bush to bush on a warm summer afternoon?
There are 71 species of butterfly recorded in Britain and Ireland and most of these are resident
throughout the year. Three species (Clouded Yellow, Red Admiral and Painted Lady) are
regular migrants that also breed here and the most common butterfly in the United Kingdom is
the Common Brimstone.
Flower rich gardens, small and large, are important refuges for butterflies offering abundant supplies of nectar and food.
A well thought out garden can attract many species of butterfly and if you are fortunate enough to create a breeding
habitat you may see even more.
Nectar provides butterflies with energy to fly and find a mate. In spring, it helps them refuel after winter hibernation or
after a gruelling journey to Britain from southern Europe or Africa. In autumn nectar helps butterflies to build up their
energy reserves so they have the best chance of surviving hibernation or the journey back to warmer climes. Another way
to help butterflies is to allow them to breed in your garden - only with the right foodplants can they lay eggs of the next
generation, and so the more we grow for them, the more butterflies there will be.
Here are a few tips on how you can attract butterflies to your garden:
•

Butterflies like warmth so choose sunny, sheltered spots when planting nectar plants.

•

Choose different plants to attract a wider variety of species. Place the same types of plant together in blocks.

•

Try to provide flowers in bloom throughout the butterfly season. Spring flowers are vital for butterflies coming out of
hibernation and autumn flowers help them build up their reserves for winter.

•

Although it sounds counter-intuitive, you will prolong flowering by deadheading flowers as soon as they pass their
best, mulching with organic compost, and watering well to keep the plants healthy.

•

Don't use insecticides and pesticides, many of which can kill butterflies as well as other pollinating insects such as
ladybirds, ground beetles and spiders.

•

Don't buy peat compost. Peat bogs are home to many special animals and plants, including the Large Heath butterfly,
which is declining across Europe. There are now good alternatives to peat available from garden centres.

There are many plants that are appealing to butterflies, but here are some of the more commonly found and easy to grow:
•

Buddleia (The butterfly bush). Very easy to grow in almost any soil. Different varieties will flower in pink, red,
purple, and white. Usually in bloom through July and August. Be brave and prune hard in Autumn or Spring as they
can grow 5' to 8' from the ground in a single season.

•

Verbena bonariensis. Stems stretch up to a metre high supporting heads of lilac-purple flowers from August to
October. They are easy to grow from seed - plant out in March and April in well-drained soil. Verbena provide useful
height at the back of a border. They are half hardy so can be a short-lived perennial given a mild winter.

•

Lavender. Flowers are a purplish-blue in colour and grow on spikes through the summer. Plants can be used for
edging beds or grown to form an attractive, low-growing hedge. It thrives in a sunny, sheltered position in welldrained soil. Lavender should be planted in April or May and pruned back to encourage bushy growth.

•

Perennial Wallflower (Bowles Mauve). Produces a profusion of sweet-scented purple flowers from April all
through the summer. Wallflowers make great bedding plants and will grow well in full sun or light shade. Plant
in well-drained soil.

•

Marjoram (Oregano). A perennial herb, growing from 20 to 80cm tall. White, pink or purple flowers grow on spikes
from June to September. A good edging plant and useful ground cover, requiring little maintenance. The smaller
varieties also do well in rock and alpine gardens.
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The Royal Mail acknowledged the importance of British Butterflies in 2013 with a series of rather beautiful stamps
featuring common and more endangered species.

See the following link for high quality images.
https://www.designweek.co.uk/issues/july-2013/royal-mail-celebrates-british-butterflies-in-new-stamp-release/
Note: If you download this newsletter from the KEPC website you will be able to see these images in colour.
But why should we care? What do butterflies do for us? Well, butterflies are not only beautiful creatures, they play an
important role in the environment. Like bees, they are plant pollinators, whilst at the same time providing population
control for a number of plant and even insect species by eating them. Furthermore, they also serve as the food source for
other species. Because Butterflies are so sensitive to changes in their ecosystems, scientists use butterfly population and
behaviour shifts as metrics for changes and problems in local environments.
If you are interested in learning more about the important role butterflies play have a look at the Butterfly Conservation
Website https://butterfly-conservation.org/
Sue Remenyi

Weather
Average Minimum
Temperature

Average Maximum
Temperature

Rainfall

Cent

Fahr

Cent

Fahr

mm

In

June

10.7

51

19.9

68

76

3.0

July

15.3

60

26.8

80

33

1.3

August

12.7

55

23.3

74

53

2.1

162

6.4

Rainfall - 3 months to end August 2019

Overall this summer did not provide the long-sustained heatwave of 2018, but new high temperature records were set in
both July and August. On 25 July a new UK record was set with a temp of 38.7C /101F in Cambridge, I recorded
36.9C/98F here. A new record was also set for the hottest August Bank Holiday, we had a temperature of 32.4C/90F on
Sunday 25 August.
The very hot weather over the Bank Holiday was a welcome change for those attending the Reading Festival. Did you
experience the music and fireworks on Sunday evening from the Foo Fighters? With all my windows and doors open I
felt that I had joined the festival crowds.
Rainfall this summer was double that of last year: 162mm/6.4in compared with 82mm/3.2in in 2018. June was
significantly wetter with 76mm/3in vs. only 3mm/0.12in last year. 10 June was particularly wet with 31mm/1.2in falling
that day. The longest spell of 21 days without rain was from 26 June to 16 July; there were a total of 56 days without rain
this summer.
June started off cool and relatively wet, but the weather improved during the last week of the month and continued mostly
dry and warm (or hot) through July and into August. Most of the rain in August fell between the 6th and 16th, with three
days each recording 10mm/0.4in. The weather improved for the rest of August with the days gradually getting hotter and
very little rain falling. Despite those rainy days the Met Office say that our region had a drier and sunnier August than
normal, and we certainly were much drier than more northern areas.
We had 7 days when the maximum temperature was over 30C/86F and another 16 days when the maximum temperature
was over 25C/77F.
Lowest and Highest temperatures for 3 months to August 2019.
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Lowest
Cent

Highest
Fahr

Cent
th

Highest Rainfall
Fahr
th

mm

In

June

5.3

42 (8 )

33.0

91 (29 )

31

1.2 (10th)

July

9.3

49 (14th)

36.9

98 (25th)

15

0.6 (19th)

August

9.3

49 (12th)

32.6

90 (27th)

10

0.4 (6th, 14th &16th)

Suicide prevention
Oxfordshire residents who have been affected by suicide are urged to give their feedback to help shape a suicide
prevention strategy. Between 2016 and 2018 there were 155 deaths by suicide in Oxfordshire, of which, 126 were men;
deaths in men outnumbered those in women by 4:1.
In Oxfordshire there is a determination to reduce the number of deaths by suicide. The Oxfordshire Suicide Prevention
Multi-Agency Group formed in 2014 and brings together public, private and charity sector organisations, all of whom are
committed to suicide prevention.
The Suicide Prevention Group is about to revise its action plan and develop a new strategy. They want to hear from
people in Oxfordshire who have been affected by suicide or who may have had suicidal thoughts themselves. If this has
affected you, they would like to hear your views and opinions. Please complete the survey which can be found at
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/suicidepreventionsurvey, available until 5 November.

Recycling of crisp packets etc. at Sonning Common Library
Sonning Common Library now has 5 boxes in the entrance lobby for recycling items which we cannot put in our green
bins at present:
Crisp packets
•

Any brand of crisp packet but not popcorn bags; crisp tubes; pretzel bags; meat snack bags, pringle tubes

Writing implements
Personal care and beauty packaging
•
•

Plastic deodorant roll-ons; flexible plastic wipes packaging; packaging caps; pumps and trigger sprays; flexible
single use mask packaging; plastic pots and flexible plastic tubes; hair colourant kits.
Not accepted: rigid plastic bottles; plastic pots and tubes not used for personal care and beauty products; aerosols;
cardboard packaging; flexible packaging for other types of wipes such as baby wipes; cleaning wipes.

Oral care products
•
•

Any brand of toothpaste tubes and caps; any brand of toothbrush; toothbrush heads from electric or battery
toothbrushes; toothbrush outer packaging.
Not accepted: dental floss and floss containers; interdental brushes; toothache kits; breath sprays; denture
adhesive packaging; denture cream tubes; battery toothbrushes; mouthwash plastic bottles; tubes that did not
contain toothpaste; packaging that did not contain toothbrushes.

Before making a dash to dispose of your dried up felt tips and empty crisp packets please note the library’s opening hours;
Monday 2.00-5.00; Wednesday 2.00-7.00; Thursday & Friday 9.00-1.00 and 2.00-5.00; Saturday 9.30-12.30.

Community Speedwatch Update
Our latest Community Speedwatch (CSW) took place on Wednesday 18 September at our favourite location in
Gallowstree Common, at the junction of Horsepond Road with Wyfold Lane. We were there for just over an hour, starting
at 8.30 am. It was a sunny day, and I am sad to report that there were too many incidences of speeding. We noted 19 cars
doing in excess of 35 mph, and 2 of these cars were doing in excess of 43 mph. Of these drivers, at least 2 were on their
mobile phones.
The CSW team were all very visible. There were 3 parish councillors, all wearing high vis vests, standing next to a rather
large Speed Indicator Device (SID).
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Traffic speed through the parish has been a concern for a considerable length of time, and your parish council has been
actively working with the CSW team since October 2018. CSW is a traffic speed monitoring scheme which is coordinated
by Thames Valley Police with Parish Councils but managed and run by volunteers in the community. Thames Valley
Police train and equip the volunteers to use a speed indicator device.
Suitable locations for monitoring speed are selected from sites suggested by the community, based on where there is most
local concern about speeding traffic and its impact.
Two volunteers are needed to operate the device, but it is best practice to have 3 volunteers for each CSW session. The
sessions last for no more than an hour. Volunteers record the details of vehicles which have been driving too fast: in
excess of 35 mph in a 30-mph zone, or above 25 mph in a 20 mph zone. CSW can only operate in areas where the speed
limit is no more than 40 mph.
The recorded information is then sent to the police and entered into the Speedwatch database, which automatically
generates warning letters to the offending vehicle owners. Details of repeat offenders are sent to Roads Policing, who may
take further action.
If you would like to volunteer to join the Speedwatch Team, please email the clerk, Mr Penfold, at clerk@kepc.info for
further information. Each CSW session will only last for about an hour, so if you do volunteer to help, you will not be
expected to volunteer for the whole day!
Caroline Aldridge

Sharing a life can change a life
The Shared Lives scheme matches people who need additional support to be independent, with
carers and their families. Sharing a family’s life means that people who need support can choose to
become part of an ordinary household, instead of staying in residential care or being looked after by
a team of support workers. Could you give someone the chance to learn and grow, develop new
skills and gain the confidence to become as independent as possible in a family environment?
Become a Shared Lives Carer in a home based, paid role. More information can be found at
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/sharedlives.

Kidmore End CC
At the time of writing the 2019 cricket season has just come to a conclusion with the 1st XI at Kidmore End finishing 3rd
in Division 2a in the Thames Valley League. The 2nd XI finished 4th in Division 7a and the 3rd XI finished 9th. The final
round of league games saw Kidmore End complete a ‘clean sweep’ with all three teams winning with the 1st XI claiming
the scalp of Eversley who were until recently league leaders. The 2nd XI playing in Windsor Great Park had a comfortable
52 run victory over Royal Ascot whilst the 3rd XI beat Marlow Park 1st XI away at Marlow.
Playing season highlights saw 1st XI wicket keeper batsman Zac Leonard score 612 league runs with a top score of an
impressive 138 to go with 14 catches and 7 stumpings. In the bowling department Alex Crawford and Guy Ashby both
took 25 wickets with their spin bowling. In the 2nd XI there were three centurions over the course of the season with Chris
Pigden, Tom Bodeker and Mark New reaching the magical three figures and Umer Farooqi claimed 30 league wickets.
However, the highest score in the league by any Kidmore player went to Jay Rathore with an excellent 156 in the final 3rd
XI league game away at Marlow Park. The top wicket takers in the 3rd XI were youngsters Hedley Ruegg and Daniel
Sporle.
The junior teams also enjoyed a successful time. Both the boys’ and girls’ teams showed great team spirit along with
some good individual performances in both league matches and tournaments played in the Berkshire Youth Cricket
League. The junior teams all displayed the benefits of their coaching programme as performance levels increased over the
course of the season and the older boys also played a role in the senior teams which bodes well for the future. The club
once again received excellent marks over the course of the league season for the quality of the pitch, outfield and facilities
at Gallowstree Common which is a real testament to the hard work of all the club’s volunteers.
Looking ahead to the 2020 season we welcome new players of any age or ability to join and play in any of our three
senior Saturday league teams or our Sunday XI who play friendly fixtures against local clubs. Young players are equally
welcome to come along as well. Pre-season training for 2020 will start in February. Please keep an eye on our social
media and website for further details. For more information, please contact club captains James Frost on 07971 560981 or
Chris Pigden 07976 292805. For junior cricket please contact Guy Cox 07771 930916 or Jules Cook 07717 000761.
Mark New, Chairman
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Useful Numbers and Contacts
Thames Valley Police,

non emergency
emergency
website

101
999
www.thamesvalley.police.uk

Crime Stoppers (anonymous)
Victim Support

0800 555 111
01865 751511

Autumn 2019

SODC email: info@southoxon.gov.uk
Open: Mon-Thu
Fri

01235 422422
8.30 am - 5.00 pm
8.30 am - 4.30 pm

Parish Council Meetings:

ORCC Directory of Transport Schemes
email

23 October 2019
20 November 2019
11 December 2019

01865 883433
orc@oxonrcc.org.uk

Oxfordshire Rural Community Council,
Jericho Farm, Worton, Oxon OX29 4SZ
Oxfordshire Highways
www.oxfordshirehighways.org

0845 310 1111

22 January 2020
19 February 2020

Fix my Street

http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk

18 March 2020

Parish Councillors

22 April 2020

8pm in Kidmore End Parish Room
including 10 minutes public
session.

Parish Council Chairman
Sue Biggs
Email
Clerk to the Council
Roger Penfold
District Councillor
Peter Dragonetti
County Councillor
Kevin Bulmer

Friends of Sonning Common
Library Application form
http://www.kepc.info/news.php#fosclapplication

chairman@kepc.info

Email
Telephone

clerk@kepc.info
0118 947 3130

Email
Telephone

peter.dragonetti@southoxon.gov.uk
01491 576352

Email
Telephone

kevin.bulmer@oxfordshire.gov.uk
07803 005680

Citizens Advice Bureau (Henley & Woodcote)
Website www.caox.org.uk/henley
Telephone
03444 111444
Henley appointments:
Mon, Tue, Thu 10-3pm; Wed 2-6pm;
Fri
10-1pm
Telephone advice:
Mon, Tue, Wed 10-6pm; Thu10-6.30pm; Fri 10-4pm
Services also available at Woodcote Community Centre. (Call 03444 111444 for appt)
Fri
10-11am
Kidmore End Parish Room
Bookings:
Guy Johnson

Telephone

07920 100065

Diamond Jubilee Pavilion at Gallowstree Common
Bookings:
Roger Penfold
Telephone
0118 947 3130
Are we missing your club or society?
Would you like to see their activities
listed in the Newsletter? Do you
have any news items or pictures for
the Parish?
If you would like to contribute to the
next edition, or to the website we’d
be delighted to hear from you.
Articles can be sent to editor,
members of the editorial board or
directly to the website webmaster –
see right panel for contact details
The closing date for the next edition
is 6 December 2019.

Kidmore End Memorial Hall
Bookings:
Debbie Page

Telephone

07802 34794

Newsletter Editorial Board
Caroline Aldridge (Editor)
Email
Telephone
Sue Remenyi
Telephone
Jackie Russell
Telephone
Ana Silva O’Reilly (webmaster)
Email
Parish Council website

editor@kepc.info
0118 972 3700
0118 972 3699
0118 972 2214
webmaster@kepc.info
www.kepc.info

