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Welcome to a bumper issue of the newsletter. We hope that you will find plenty of interest in later pages
but if nothing else, please be sure to read this page and give some thought to whether you could do
something for your community ….

CALL FOR NEW PARISH COUNCILLOR
The parish council is low on numbers and is in
fact falling short of the legal requirement for
10 councillors (there are 9).
The parish council shapes many aspects of
local life and should be representative of us all.
At present the council has, shall we say a
mature complexion. Gallowstree Common and
Cane End are not represented at all. The
current situation is not sustainable if the
council is to continue meeting its responsibilities and we would like to recruit a
new councillor.
Please consider whether you could contribute. If you do not feel able to serve as
a councillor but may be able to help with other roles, this would also be very
welcome. See page 13 for further details.
What does the Parish Council do? Responsibilities include planning (reviewing
applications, driving the NDP process), highways (e.g. flooding by the pond),
traffic, community safety, emergency/winter plan, housing, allotments, play
areas, playing fields, Jubilee Pavilion, Parish Room, litter, war memorial, seats,
rights of way, verge cutting.
If you would like to know more about what is involved please contact Sue Biggs
at Chairman@kepc.info, speak to any councillor (contact details are on the
website, kepc.info), or contact Roger Penfold at clerk@kepc.info.
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Chairman’s Report
We have just enjoyed the longest day of the year, and so far we have had most of the available weather scenarios this
year. I'm hoping that July and August will bring some more days of sun, and that everyone has a wonderful summer.
SODC following elections in May 2019
There have been significant changes in the makeup of SODC following the recent elections (more information on page 4).
The political leadership team now has more councillors from the south of the district, which is helpful for us. Cllr Peter
Dragonetti is our district councillor and he has already attended one Council meeting. Cllr Leigh Rawlings represents
Sonning Common and I have worked alongside him on several planning issues that have arisen locally.
One upshot from the changes at SODC is the intention to take a fresh look at the SODC Draft Emerging Local Plan. In an
update on 17 May 2019 a council spokesperson said: “As with any new council administration, councillors at South
Oxfordshire District Council will take some time to look at key policies and projects, particularly those still being
developed. The Local Plan 2034 is one of those. Councillors will now spend some time learning about the background
and data behind the Local Plan and will consider the costs and implications of any changes that might be called for.”
If you would like to look at the draft Emerging Local Plan, visit
http://democratic.southoxon.gov.uk/documents/s15353/2018-1129%20SODC%20LP2034%20Publication%20document_Plan
Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP)
Due to the complex nature of our parish and changes in SODC’s Emerging Local Plan the NDP process is taking longer
than expected. The NDP group has written a paper outlining the process so far; this and other documents about site
options and their assessment will be placed on the website in due course. We welcome all comments. We are also
writing the policies to be included in the NDP and we are looking at settlement boundaries.
There are many decisions to be made and it is important that the whole community is involved. To that end we will be
holding a public consultation in September; dates and information will be on the website and a flyer will be going to each
household. The event will focus on the ‘Call for Sites’ process and the way forward for the Plan. We hope that you will
be able to come along. In the meantime, please find regular updates from the steering group on the website.
After the May election there was some concern about the Local Plan being reviewed and possibly changed by the new
councillors at SODC, and whether this would have an impact on the standing of an NDP. In response our MP John
Howell, who also happens to be the Government Champion for Neighbourhood Planning, has given us his detailed
analysis of the situation (see page 15). In short, he advises us not to be concerned and encourages us to continue.
Community Infra-Structure Levy (CIL)
Over 30 new houses have been built in our parish since 2011 and following from this development the parish will be
receiving some money from the CIL. The parish Clerk Mr Penfold explains on page 3 why we are receiving this money
and what it can be used for. The council will be looking for ideas …
Road Safety
The Parish Council is looking at various ways to improve road safety.



several councillors have been trained for Community Speedwatch;
we are looking into becoming Superusers in order to speed up the repair of potholes.

If you would like to be trained for either of these roles please contact me at chairman@kepc.info, the clerk Mr Penfold at
clerk@kepc.info , or any parish councillor. The more help the councillors get, the sooner the roads will improve.
One of the roads where there is great concern about the speed of traffic is Horsepond Road. Recently, the Speedwatch
team noticed that people slowed down for the Speedwatch camera and then zoomed off, accelerating away. Interesting
behaviour, not quite the reaction we were hoping for.
Footpaths
There are very few footpaths alongside roads in the Parish and it would be great if those we had were kept in reasonable
condition. The footway running alongside Horsepond Road in Gallowstree Common is a concern and several residents
have commented on its poor condition. I recently met with an officer from Oxfordshire County Council to discuss it;
there are 2 main issues



a number of hedges are outside the property fence line, causing severe narrowing of the footpath;
grass has spread from the verge onto the footpath.
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Please look at your hedge and take remedial action if it is outside the property line.
The County Council are coming back to me with an action plan.
Shovel Saturday
A small team of volunteers who help maintain the churchyard at St John the Baptist, has suggested a “Shovel Saturday”
on 6 July, 10:00 – 12:00, to move at least some of the accumulated muck and soil at the base of the churchyard wall. Over
the years, this has increased substantially and there is now a border along the roadside with a colony of weeds. These in
turn grow into the structure of the wall and weaken it. They are looking for volunteers, if anyone is free to help.
Allotments
The water supply for the allotments at Cane End should have arrived, being installed on 26-28 June. Although this
process has taken some time, and a great deal of patience, the end is now within reach for this project.
Play areas
Each year RoSPA inspect the play areas, making a report with numerous recommendations. The Council will be
undertaking some maintenance and landscaping work in both play areas.
The Reformation Pub
The pub in Gallowstree Common has now been closed for a number of weeks. The Parish Council applied to SODC to
have the pub listed as an asset of community value. SODC has initially turned this down, but our case would be
strengthened by evidence of the pub’s community value such as letters from people who have attended events there. The
pub has hosted many activities over the years – music events, community events, tractor runs etc – so if you have been to
any of these, we would like to hear from you.
Phone Boxes
The phone box at Kidmore End has been renovated, and the box at Chalkhouse Green has been painted and now needs
some care and attention, while the Cane End phone box still needs renovating. If anyone is interested in this project,
please contact chairman@kepc.info .
Resignation
After careful consideration I have decided that it is time to step down from my role as Chair of the Parish Council at the
end of this year. I have been a councillor since 2008 and have enjoyed being Chair, however it is time for change. I will
continue to serve as a councillor. I wish the new Chair the very best.
New Councillors
You will see in this newsletter that we are hoping to recruit a new councillor. This has become a pressing issue. I urge
everyone to give it some thought and I hope that someone will step forward to fill the vacancy.
Sue Biggs

Community Infrastructure Levy
You will have heard of the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL). It is a tool for local authorities in England and Wales to
help deliver infrastructure to support the development of the area.
CIL may be payable on development which creates net additional floor space, where the gross internal area of new build
is 100 square metres or more.
The Parish Council will receive a proportion, presently 15%, of the CIL collected from development in the Parish. It has
yet to receive any CIL monies but that situation is likely to change in the current financial year, when it should receive
instalments of the CIL payable in respect of, for instance, the 6 new houses on the site of the former Palm Tree
Restaurant, Cane End.
The levy can be used to fund a wide range of infrastructure, including transport, flood defences, schools, hospitals, and
other health and social care facilities. This definition allows the levy to be used to fund a very broad range of facilities
such as play areas, parks and green spaces, cultural and sports facilities, academies and free schools, district heating
schemes and police stations and other community safety facilities.
Councils must spend the levy on infrastructure needed to support the development of their area, and they will decide what
infrastructure is needed. The levy is intended to focus on the provision of new infrastructure and should not be used to
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remedy pre-existing deficiencies in infrastructure provision, unless those deficiencies will be made more severe by new
development.
The levy can be used to increase the capacity of existing infrastructure or to repair failing existing infrastructure, if that is
necessary to support development.
In order to devise a longer-term strategy, the Council would like to know what parishioners would like the CIL monies
spent on, in the Parish or the wider local area. Please contact the Council, via the website, or direct to clerk@kepc.info,
with your suggestions.
Roger Penfold, Clerk

An update on the recent elections
As the dust settles after the recent elections it is time to take stock.
On 2 May we voted in the South Oxfordshire District Council election. Candidates represented the
Conservatives (Domenic Papa) and Labour (Dave Bowen), and Peter Dragonetti stood as an
Independent. 1138 people visited the Parish room and cast a valid vote, and Peter Dragonetti was elected
with 736 votes (64.67%). Peter has joined forces with the Green Party but will remain an Independent
councillor. He has been elected to Vice Chairman of the Planning Committee. See below for a personal note from Peter.
The pattern of voting across South Oxfordshire was quite different from previous elections and reflected the pattern in
much of the country. 36 seats were contested. The Liberal Democrats took 12 seats, the Conservatives 10, the Green Party
5, and Labour, Henley Resident Group and Independent Candidates each took three seats. The final result was no overall
control.
Cllr Sue Cooper (Benson and Crowmarsh, Liberal Democrat) is the new Leader of South Oxfordshire District Council
and the new Chairman is Cllr David Bretherton (Thame, Liberal Democrat). A full list of councillors can be found on the
SODC website.
In her Leader’s Report to the Annual Council Meeting, Cllr Cooper said:
“South Oxfordshire is a wonderful place for our residents to live, and likewise for people who come here for work or to
visit, but we have some significant challenges ahead. I will be working with the cabinet to tackle the big issues affecting
South Oxfordshire residents in new ways. This includes making sure housing and employment developments are more
sustainable, as well as seeking out new ways to deliver truly affordable housing and helping to provide a boost to our
market towns and villages so they’re a successful heart of their communities.”
On 23 May we voted in the European election. The UK has 73 MEPs in the European Parliament representing 12
geographical regions across the country. We are in the South East region, which elected 10 MEPs by a system of
proportional representation. The results were as follows; Brexit Party 4 MEPs (Nigel Farage, Alexandra Lesley Phillips,
Robert Rowland, Belinda de Lucy), Liberal Democrats 3 MEPs (Catherine Bearder, Anthony Hook, Judith Bunting),
Green Party 1 MEP (Alexandra Phillips), Conservative 1 MEP (Daniel Hannan), Labour 1 MEP (John Howarth).
Sue Remenyi

Introduction from our new District Councillor, Peter Dragonetti
I am very honoured to have been elected as the District Councillor for Kidmore End and Whitchurch,
and I look forward to reflecting the views of residents and the parish council. I have been a member of
Goring Heath Parish Council for many years, and also the Chairman, so I already understand a lot
about the system of local government and where responsibilities lie, for example the difference
between the County Council and the District Council, which is something of a mystery to many
people.
I have lived in the parish of Goring Heath since 1986, first in Crays pond and since 1994 in Whitchurch Hill. I have three
young adult children, all of whom went to Checkendon Primary School, and then to other schools locally. I came to this
area for a job at Foster Wheeler, and after other roles locally I was able to end my paid work about 5 years ago. That
enabled me to give time to voluntary roles and activities in the community.
The change of control in the District Council from Conservative to a Liberal Democrat and Green partnership has brought
into the council many people who have a keen interest in how the future of South Oxfordshire is going to develop. At the
moment, in addition to the current new 2034 local plan, there is a further objective set by the government to double the
population of Oxfordshire by 2050. This is not natural growth, but inward migration from the rest of the country and
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London. The concept of the Northern Powerhouse seems to have been abandoned in favour of the Oxfordshire Hothouse.
The new council faces a big challenge in understanding and getting to grips with the intricacies of these developments,
and in establishing how big concepts and high-flown rhetoric will become a reality on the ground that, probably, few
current residents would desire.
Peter Dragonetti

From the Rector
For me, summer means barbeques. There’s nothing that quite matches cooking food outside over a
charcoal fire. I enjoy the challenge of dealing with a rather unpredictable heat source, and most of the
time I manage not to burn the food too much. (It’s an art rather than a science!) But above of all, I like
the conviviality of sitting around the table in the sunshine to relish the results of my efforts with friends
and family.
Christianity has quite a lot to say about eating together. The central act of Christian worship, Holy
Communion or the Eucharist, involves sharing around a common table. In order to know God better we
are brought together to partake of the Lord’s Supper – at St John’s this happens almost every Sunday
throughout the year at 11 am.
Indeed, there is something both deeply divine and also very human about eating together. It’s no coincidence that in the
Bible one of the metaphors for the Kingdom of heaven is a banquet to which all are invited. When we eat together, we
witness to peace, mutual respect and commitment. We demonstrate that we are companions – literally “people who break
bread with one another”.
May we all enjoy fellowship and conviviality this summer – let’s hope for some good barbeque weather!
James

The Parish Church
Our Parish Church was consecrated by Bishop Wilberforce in 1852. The John
Marshall Caversham Charity was a major benefactor and at the request of the
Charity, the church was dedicated to St John the Baptist, whose birthday is on
24 June. As this article goes to press, we will be celebrating our Patronal
Festival celebration, including a Festival Evensong, in St John’s on Sunday 23
June. It is a busy weekend for us, because we will have held our Parish Gift
Day on Saturday 22 June.
Looking back, we remember this year a glorious sunny Easter Day at St
John’s: a full church; a marvellous service (led by the Rev Sheila); wonderful
music (thanks to Frances and the choir), a highlight being the Gloria, sung to The Ash Grove; and the beautiful floral
decoration of the church (thanks to Moira and her team).
Before Easter, during Lent, we had a very successful series of lunches at Christ the King. Each of the three local primary
schools had been invited to send a group of their pupils as guest speakers, and how excellently they performed. On each
occasion, after enjoying our lunch, we heard from the children present that day about a project they hoped to undertake –
with our support! They made such an impression that a total of £797 was collected for them.
The fame of our concerts appears to be spreading, and our Spring Concert “In the Merry Month of May” attracted a large
audience. Once again, a varied and most entertaining programme demonstrated how much talent we have in the Parish;
our Rector James, after congratulating all the performers on their contributions, thanked Frances for all her hard work and
enthusiasm, without which these concerts would not be possible. After even more applause, we headed for the wonderful
selection of refreshments being served at the back of the church. A raffle in aid of the Flower Fund raised £160, and the
concert itself raised £263 for Parish Funds. We thank everyone who donated.
At the Annual Parochial Church Meeting, in April, Mr Robert Lynch and Mrs Karen Broadbent were re-elected for a
further year as Churchwardens.
At Christ the King hall and garden in Sonning Common on Saturday 24 August, strawberry teas will be served from 3 pm
until 5 pm. Additionally, there will be games for children, together with bric a brac, books and plants/garden produce
stalls.
Readers wishing to keep up-to-date with church news/events are invited to refer to –
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Our church magazine: The Lamb and Flag
Our notice board at St John’s (near the entrance to the school playground)
Our website www.lambandflaguk.wordpress.com
Our pages on www.achurchnearyou.com
Our weekly parish newsletter, which provides information about church and social events. To receive this
newsletter by email, readers should subscribe (free) on our website (see above). The link to “Weekly Parish
Notices” can be found on the website’s Welcome page.

Neil Scott (On behalf of the Parochial Church Council)

News from St Michael’s Church, Sonning Common
The Christian Churches in this area hosted a Safari Supper in mid-May with a group of nearly 90 people enjoying each
other’s company and sharing a delicious 3 course meal. Each course was hosted and served by a different Church; starters
at St. John’s Church, Kidmore End, Stoke Row Independent Chapel and All Saints Church, Rotherfield Peppard; main
courses at Christ the King in Sedgewell Road and Springwater Congregational Church; and finishing at St Michael’s for
dessert. This was a great opportunity for members of the different Churches to meet one another and to exchange news
and views. The Safari Supper was established last year, and we hope it will be repeated next year as it has proved so
popular and is a great way of bringing together different sectors of the Community. The event was free, however
donations and a raffle at the end of the evening raised £400 for two worthy local charities, FISH and Christian
Community Action.
Volunteers from the Church enjoyed the opportunity of the Safari Supper to use the newly refurbished kitchen for the first
time. St. Michael’s Church Hall is also used by groups in the wider community for Pilates classes, children’s ballet and
dance classes, and fitness sessions, as well as a venue for birthday and anniversary parties.
In addition, to the Safari supper the local Churches have enjoyed coming together in the last 12 months for the World Day
of Prayer at Christ the King, The Good Friday Walk of Witness and a Summer BBQ at Springwater Congregational
Church.
Two years ago, St Michael’s Church pastoral committee developed an outreach programme to try meet the needs of more
members of the wider community. This programme now includes nursing home visits and services, and a free Snack and
Chat lunch on the third Tuesday of each month.
St Michael's Church and St Martin's Primary School in Caversham enjoy close ties, with Fr Michael Sharkey from St
Michael's saying weekly class or whole school Masses at the school. Furthermore, every first Sunday of the month,
children from St Martin’s Primary school, one of the top primary schools in the Reading area, lead the family Mass at
10.30 am and this is always well attended. The children at the school benefit from a programme of all-round learning in
faith, which is further enhanced by the excellent First Holy Communion and Confirmation programmes run by the school
and hosted at St Michael's.
In addition, St Michael’s Church organises social events which everyone is welcome to join; the Christmas Pudding
Making evening in November, the Pangbourne Silver Band concert in December and the Quiz and Curry event in January
are now firm fixtures. New additions to the calendar in 2018/2019 have been added for the children with a Christmas craft
afternoon during Advent and a pancake and board gaming afternoon which coincided with Shrove Tuesday this year. Of
course, for the adults in the community the Church continues to host the very popular flower arranging sessions just
before Christmas and Easter. All events are timetabled and advertised on the St Michael’s and St Martin's websites,
www.stmichaelsonningcommon.org.uk and www.stmartinscaversham.co.uk .
Each year brings new ideas and events, as we look for ways to continue to help, connect and support the wider
community and reach out to its most vulnerable members.
Kristina Stitt

Summer Term at Kidmore End CE School
As can only happen in a primary school, I’m writing this article sitting in my office wearing pyjamas. Not because I’m
working late, but because the whole school is dressed and ready for a bedtime story as part of the Booktrust’s
Pyjamarama Day. As well as an opportunity to celebrate our love of reading and stories, we are also raising funds for the
Booktrust’s campaign to ensure that all children have access to books and reading. This afternoon, teachers are swapping
classes to share a favourite story with a different class – the Year Six children were most insistent that Mrs Potter did the
full range of voices with her picture book!
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There is no doubt that for many children and teachers, the enjoyment of a
good book is a crucial part of our wellbeing and the perfect way to relax.
We have been thinking about wellbeing and mental health in a range of
ways over this year. At the start of the year we held two Yoga Days for all
classes in the school, and staff have undertaken training on developing
emotional resilience with Family Links. We have introduced a new
scheme of work to support teaching of personal, social, emotional and
health education in school. We have also recently worked with BeSpace
to transform our Learning Zone into a prayer space event which gave
children and staff opportunities to be still and reflect in a range of ways.
This involved volunteers from the local church community, for which we
are very grateful.
In the week before KS2 SATs in May we welcomed Gwen and her colleagues from the behaviour support charity One
Eighty to deliver the first ‘Make Me Smile’ session to Year Six. This was a perfect opportunity to talk about worries and
how to stay mentally healthy as the children approach a time of transition. The children will now deliver a pupil-led
session to Year Three, when they will share some of their strategies and the two classes together will then plan a ‘Make
Me Smile’ Day to communicate their understanding of being mentally healthy to the rest of school. The Year Six
children were very keen to take on roles as Mental Health Ambassadors, and both staff and pupils really enjoyed the
afternoon.
We have worked with another local charity, Full Circle, to establish an inter-generational group which had their first
lunch meeting in early June. A small group of pupils meet over lunch with a group of volunteers and share simple
activities and most importantly a good chat. We are very fortunate in that Mrs Crouch has taken a lead on organising this
group, and the feedback from the children after the first meeting was very positive, not solely focused on the cake that
was provided! Our value this term is Friendship and this is a perfect way to expand on pupils’ understanding of what
makes a good friend.
Our parents are keen to support learning outdoors and so we approached our School Association to fund some training run
by Sarah Lawfull from Where the Fruit is. 16 staff attended, teachers, teaching assistants and our marvellous office staff
who were keen for a change of scene! The initial ice-breaker activity lacked any of the usual awkwardness as each pair
walked and talked - making us all reflect on the benefits of conversations where eye-contact isn’t crucial and where you
have space, quite literally, to talk. We then explored a range of activities using the humble stick, from trust exercises to
taking time to reflect on our favourite spot in the school grounds. Finally, using some simple materials, we were
encouraged to enjoy creating something with no prompts or expectations. It was a perfect way to start the final term of
the year, reminding us of the benefits of being outdoors for both our own wellbeing and that of the children. Playful
professional learning is definitely to be recommended.
Finally, it’s important to remember our physical wellbeing. Our School
Council have been working with Mrs Seymour, our PE Specialist Teacher, on
healthy living. Last term they organised a Healthy Snack tasting session and
this term there is a weekly skipping challenge taking place at lunchtime.
On the 8th May at break time, School Council provided a range of healthy
snacks for all of the classes to try. Everyone really enjoyed it and we
encouraged them to try some new snacks that they might enjoy at breaktime,
including popcorn, dried mango and melon slices. The picture shows Katie
Priestley, Year Six School Councillor.
Coming Up…
Among the many events taking place this term as we approach the end of the year, the first week in July will be our
annual World of Work Week. This year, to make it a little different, we are having an Arts and Entertainment focus. Our
infant children will be producing artwork to contribute to an art gallery, and this will be open on Friday afternoon as part
of ‘Kidfest’, our mini-festival. Years Three and Four are working on performances, including some of the music they are
preparing to share with our friends from the local partnership of schools, and Years Five and Six are in charge of
refreshments. As in previous years, the children will have to work out costings and prices, and advertise their products
and services. Through the week they will find out more about the work of artists, musicians and food professionals – so if
you work in one of these areas and would like to share your experience with the children please do get in touch –
office@kidmore-end.co.uk. We are looking forward to an exciting week of enterprising arts!
Linda Hull, Headteacher
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It’s not worth the risk
Did you know that 95% of motor collisions are due to human error? Distraction, speeding, not wearing a seatbelt and
driving under the influence of drink or drugs are the big fatal four on our county’s roads.
Think about:






putting your phone in your glove compartment or setting your phone to ‘do not disturb’ before you start your
journey
adjusting your speed and making sure you have time to react to the unexpected
making sure everyone is wearing their seatbelt before you set off
getting a taxi, the bus or being the designated driver on a night out
making sure you’re safe to drive the morning after, you could still be over the drink drive limit, even if you feel
fine
Oxfordshire County Council Fire and Rescue Service have put together top tips to help you
avoid the fatal four, and have created a handy ‘Don’t get caught out the morning after’ guide at
http://www.365alive.co.uk/fatalfour.

Ladies of Kidmore End
Over the years, having children at the local pre-school and primary school has allowed me to meet other mums and
grandmothers in the village, each encounter leaving me with a feeling that there are so many friendly people in this
village that it would be great to get together. It was meeting Mary that triggered everything, we had the same ideas.
We set off by distributing leaflets in the village inviting ladies to a preliminary meeting on 25 April this year. At our first
meeting we discussed the possibility of meeting on a regular basis in order to get to know each other a bit more;
establishing a contact list to share information about what is going on in the village and to see if we can help climate
change by taking simple actions in our houses and gardens
The meeting was a joy, 20 enthusiastic ladies turned up; each person introduced someone they knew in the group and
friendships, links and stories emerged. There was a general desire to follow up with another meeting and to extend the
invitation village-wide. A WhatsApp group has been set up to share events and other information.
Our next meeting will be held on the Thursday 12th of September 2019 at 19:30 in the hall at Kidmore End Primary
School and we hope that as many ladies in the village as possible will join us for a social get together. You would be most
welcome. It is always helpful to know about numbers in advance, so if you would like to attend, please let me know by
email: sonia-matthews@hotmail.com
Sonia

Chalkhouse Childcare
One of our main aims this year is to take advantage of our beautiful location in Kidmore
End village. Chalkhouse prides itself on ensuring children get lots of access to fresh air and
spend time learning outside. Luckily we have been able to do this through some lovely
activities in the village.
At the beginning of April we decided to spread some positive environmental messages
throughout Kidmore End. To do this the children painted and decorated rocks and added
their own environmental message. Messages included “Keep our village tidy!”, “Recycle”,
“Plant a tree”, “Take care of the bees”, “Do not litter”
The rocks are colourful, fun and can be re-hidden by the finders. We were very proud of
the messages the children came up with to keep our village thriving. If you find them
please feel free to re-hide them.
You may have also noticed some adapted plastic bottles hanging from trees in our
neighbourhood; these are our homemade bird feeders. We have done some research as to
how we could support our local environment and one of the suggestions was to make our
own bird feeder and to keep it regularly topped up. You may see us out in our little yellow jackets filling them up with
seeds. Some of our children have also been visiting them at the weekend to do a spot of bird watching.
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In keeping with our nature theme we have been learning about the life cycle of animals. Recently
we hatched our own eggs to chicks, and caterpillars to butterflies. The children loved helping care
for these animals and they learnt all about the life cycle. We were very lucky to take our chicks to
visit Kidmore End Primary School and share all our learning with them.
Finally we were able to establish our first growing patch. The children helped to set up the soil bed,
scatter the seeds and make sure they are watered regularly. Hopefully we will have some beautiful
plants by the end of the Summer. Watch this space!
We are very much looking forward to this month’s theme which is transport. We have a visit from a
horse, and a tractor ride to look forward to. Please give us a wave if you see us.
If anyone has any enquiries regarding Chalkhouse contact Lucy at chalkhouse@live.co.uk

Kidmore End Parish Room
We are looking for ideas and volunteers to help keep the Parish Room in Kidmore End as an asset for everyone. We had
been looking forward to welcoming a new pre-school in April. Sadly various reasons have meant that this was not to be
and so the room is available again.
If you have an idea for a regular club which could meet up in the Parish Room, and you have the energy and enthusiasm
to organise this, please let me know. We are open to all suggestions! Perhaps Whist or Bridge as there are card tables in
the storeroom. Or quiz nights or coffee mornings as there are facilities for making hot drinks, a microwave and a fridge.
Or perhaps you live in the village and simply need a little more space for an afternoon. The room is a lovely space for
children’s parties and small gatherings and is used regularly for Sunday School. The Parish Room is good value at £18 for
a morning, afternoon or evening session.
In its former life as a pre-school, the room held sessions that included 14 children and 3 adults. The gardens are small but
enclosed with a secure gate. The kitchen area can be securely separated from the main area. The room is accessible by
wheelchairs and buggies via a paved path and a doorstep with a small lip. There are two toilets in a separate area; these
are not wheelchair accessible.
We’d love to hear your ideas and look forward to your suggestions. Please contact The Rector (0118 972 1459), Robert
Lynch, Church Warden (0118 974 699) or Jenny MacGregor (0118 947 2855). They would be delighted to hear from you.
Guy Johnson is the person to contact for any booking enquiries on 07920 100065.
Jenny MacGregor

Local Weather Report
Average
Minimum
Temperature

Average
Maximum
Temperature

Total
Rainfall

C

F

C

F

mm

in

March

11.8

53

4.5

40

57

2.2

April

14.6

58

4.5

40

35

1.4

May

17.1

63

7.1

45

45

1.8

137

5.4

Total Rainfall - 3 months to end May 2019

This spring was slightly warmer than average, in our region the temperatures were almost 2C above the regional average.
March and April were warmer than normal whilst May was slightly cooler.
The first day of spring this year saw plenty of daffodils flowering for St. David’s Day, quite a contrast to 2018 when we
were in the grip of ‘The Beast from The East’ with all the daffodils buried under a layer of snow.
The first half of March saw storms Freya and Gareth blow across the region, which brought most of the rainfall for the
month. The second part of March was much drier with a spell of 14 days without rain. This still resulted in above average
rainfall for the month. Nationally March was the 5th wettest March since 1910.
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April began unsettled and cold, but then it turned much warmer with Easter Monday (April 22) recording 26C/79F; this is
the warmest Easter Bank Holiday since records began, although Easter was also particularly late this year.
Early May was cool, warming up later in the month. Rainfall was the lowest I have recorded in the 6 years I have been
monitoring it.
Rainfall this spring was significantly less than in 2018 with only 65% of the total rain of last year. There were 56 dry days
and only one day (4 April) when more than 13mm/0.5in rain fell.
The last ground frost was on 14 April, which is slightly earlier than in previous years.
Lowest and Highest temperatures and highest rainfall for 3 months to May 2019:
Lowest
C

Highest

F (day)
th

C

Highest rainfall

F (day)
st

mm

In

March

17.7

64 (29 )

-1.0

30 (1 )

10

0.4 (9th)

April

26.0

79 (22nd)

-1.6

29 (30th)

20

0.8 (4th)

May

23.0

73 (23rd)

1.0

34 (2nd)

10

0.4 (9th)

Chris Brook

Community Speedwatch Update
We carried out another session of Community Speedwatch on 10 June. We stood at the same place on Horsepond Road at
the Wyfold Lane end of Gallowstree Common, and then moved over the road to Wood Lane.
Horsepond Road was much busier than it was on 21 March. The vast majority of drivers were obeying
the speed limit. Over the course of an hour and a quarter in Gallowstree Common, we noted 8 cars
travelling at 35 mph or more. One car was doing 41 mph. It was a damp morning, so we did not meet
any pedestrians or cyclists, but drivers of local vehicles waved and gave thumbs-up signs. We are
pleased that local residents want the issue of speeding in our villages highlighted and tackled. We
found that all drivers on Wood Lane were obeying the 30 mph speed limit, but I expect that our highvis jackets gave a clue that something was happening!
If you would like to help, please contact the clerk, Mr Penfold at clerk@kepc.info. We need 3 volunteers for every
session, but you will only be volunteering to help for an hour at a time.
Caroline Aldridge

Gardening
What a fabulous spring. I cannot remember a better year for blossom. The weather remained cool enough for the cherry
blossom to last for weeks! Unfortunately there was a late frost, which reduced fruit set for many orchard crops. This does
not give you an excuse to neglect your apples and pears now. Reducing the number of developing fruits promotes healthy,
large fruits, and you will reap the rewards at harvest time.
This time I will be deviating from my normal format, so that I can tell you about a garden visit and introduce you to some
new pests and diseases in the area.
I was lucky to be invited on a group visit to see Highgrove, the gardens that Prince Charles has been developing for the
past 40 years. He started with a completely blank canvas, the gardens being made up of parkland. He decided that they
must be both sustainable and organic, so no pesticides or herbicides are used. The house now is surrounded by gardens,
both formal and informal, with seating areas, garden rooms, and vistas. The real pointers that I came away with are to
have some structure in the garden, whether that is shrubs, trees, walls, hedges, statues, or topiary, and to have a theme for
each area.
I was particularly impressed with the planting under the apple trees. Instead of a round bed, each bed was square and
underplanted with Brunnera (perennial forget-me-not). This meant that there were beautiful clouds of blue under every
apple tree, with this spring-flowering perennial being sufficiently vigorous to keep weeds down, but not so vigorous as to
reduce apple yield.
I was also shown that it is possible to hold a national collection of Hostas, and to keep them slug-free using purely organic
methods. This included encouraging wildlife, including birds, amphibians and hedgehogs, to predate slugs, and to use
nematodes every six weeks, to keep slug numbers controlled.
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Areas were actively managed with wildlife in mind, including an extraordinarily ugly water feature in the kitchen garden,
which dribbled water over an organic, amorphous shape. This water feature was commissioned with bees in mind; bees
can drink without the fear of drowning. In your own garden, putting a small plant pot of compost out in a saucer filled
with water would do the same job. Bees can land on the wet compost and drink in safety, with no fear of drowning
There is a new disease affecting Aquilegias called Aquilegia downy mildew, which is caused by a fungus-like organism
called Peronospora. Plants turn yellow with purple blotching on the flower stalk. Flowers become distorted and fail to
open and set seed. The plant will die. Downy mildew is spread from plant to plant by airborne or rain-splashed spores.
There is no chemical method of control and there are no resistant varieties. Put diseased plants in the brown bin, because
only commercial composting is hot enough to kill the downy mildew spores. If you do not have a brown bin, burn the
diseased plants. If you think that your plants have downy mildew, get rid of them and do not grow Aquilegias for a least a
year. I have found this disease in my garden, and in a garden in Sonning Common.
A new pest is the Box caterpillar moth, not to be confused with box blight.
Plants with blight have black patches in their stems, and the leaves die.
Treating the plants once a week with a foliar drench of seaweed extract, or
4 times a year with box tonic (available from Green Gardener), keeps blight
at bay. Box caterpillar moth leaves your plant completely striped of leaves
and covered in a webbing, so it looks more like a Halloween decoration
than a handsome addition to your borders. The caterpillars are pretty, with
yellow stripes. The RHS has a good description of this disease
(https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?PID=760) and is creating a database to show the spread of this voracious pest of
box. It is hard to control the caterpillars once established, and maybe the best method of control is to replace your box
with another plant. I found this pest, for the first time, in Caversham.
So, more planting opportunities! Happy Gardening.
Caroline

The bees in your garden
Did you know that there are more than 250 different species of bees? They fall into two
broad categories – social bees and solitary bees.
As their name suggests, social bees live in groups. Honeybees are among the most sociable,
with a single beehive accommodating 50,000 bees in the height of summer. Bumblebees
are also social, but live in smaller groups of 50-150. In both cases the queen bee lays all the
eggs. Social bees are a common sight in our gardens and if you look carefully you might be
able to spot some of these species:






Banded white-tailed bumblebee
Early bumblebee
Red-tailed bumblebee
Common Carder bee
Honeybee
[The version of this newsletter on the KEPC website has colour photos of the bees mentioned in this article].

Solitary bees, on the other hand live on their own, sometimes underground, or in walls, on cliff faces, in old wood etc. A
female solitary bee builds her nest and provides food for her young without the help of any worker bees. Although they
are self-sufficient many solitary bees appear to live in colonies, because the bees like to make their nests close to each
other in a suitable piece of habitat. Here are a few you might see in your garden






Hairy-footed flower bee
Morning bee
Leafcutter bee
Red mason bee
Tawny mining bee

The majority of British species of solitary bees nest in the ground, excavating their own nest. The female builds the nest
by herself. She adds pollen to the nest chamber, which has been moistened with nectar, and lays an egg. She then seals off
that section of the nest before moving onto the next chamber.
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Of all the bees found in Britain, the two species we probably talk about most are Bombus (bumblebee) and Apis Mellifera
(honeybee).
Although honeybees are found in the wild, the majority are now kept in manmade beehives and are cared for by
commercial and hobbyist beekeepers. There has been a considerable growth in beekeeping as a hobby over recent years,
and in the Sonning Common area we are well supplied.
All species of bees feed by gathering nectar and pollen from flowers and in doing this they play a vital role in plant
pollination. If you go into your garden on a sunny day you can watch the bees at work. You will quickly notice that
different types of bees are drawn to different plants. For example bumble bees are particularly partial to lavender, whilst
honeybees love nasturtiums. This variation is quite deliberate as the size of bee and the length of its proboscis determines
which plants it can visit most productively.
Honeybees have a particularly interesting way of reproducing. The colony as a whole decide that they need a new queen.
Steps are taken to convert a normal worker bee larva to a queen bee larva and when the time is right about a quarter or
more of the colony population fly away with the old queen to set up a new home. This is referred to as swarming. It is a
wonderful sight to watch a swarm of bees emerge from a hive and fly away into a nearby tree or bush to regroup. The
bees are calm at this time and are very unlikely to sting because they have gorged themselves on honey before departing
as they don’t know when they will get their next meal! Being so full of honey means they cannot physically bend their
body in the right way to use the sting. A swarm usually pauses for a while in a location quite close to the hive and then
flies onwards towards a suitable site to set up home. This might be in a chimney, under the eaves of a roof, or in a tree or
a bush. Once happy with their new home the worker bees make some wax comb and the old queen starts laying eggs
again.
If you find a swarm please don’t destroy it under any circumstances. Call Reading Beekeepers Association who will
arrange for someone local to come and collect it (see resources below).
If you find a bumble bee nest you should try not to disturb it. Bumble bees are not aggressive and only set up home for a
season and so they will be gone by the autumn. They will not do any harm to buildings and so try to leave a small hole to
allow them access to their nest and close it up in the winter when you are sure they have left (see resources below for
more information).
If you see solitary bees, try to leave them alone. They will not do any harm and they will not sting. The red mason bee for
example, which you will typically see in the pointing of your brickwork, is an endangered solitary bee and is a great
pollinator, calculated to be between 120 and 200 times more efficient than the honeybee.
We need all our bees and they are busy doing good things for us so it is important that we allow them the freedom they
need. The links below are to a number of pictorial resources that you might like to use to help identify the bees you see in
your garden.
Resources
There is a great bee identification guide for bees you are likely to see in your garden from The Friends of the Earth
https://www.foe.co.uk/bee-count/great-british-bee-count-bee-identification-guide
More about Bumblebee nests
http://www.buzzaboutbees.net/bee-nest-removal-bumblebee.html
Contacting Reading Beekeepers Association
http://www.rbka.org.uk/swarms
Sue Remenyi

Around the Parish Villages
Here on the newsletter team we thought that you might enjoy reading a few short features on the individual villages in our
Parish, each written by someone who lives there. For this issue Ian Beale gives us a “what’s on” guide to Tokers Green.
For this introduction to Tokers Green I am going to concentrate on the social side of the village.
Parents with young children are able to meet others - and form great friendships - at the bus stop where the bus takes
children to and from the school in Kidmore End.
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In Tokers Green there are a lot of regular social activities which are open to all. We provide a leaflet with details and
regular emails. If you are not getting the emails it means we do not have your email address so please let me know and
you can be added. The events include: 






Our annual BIG Lunch in June in the park - we borrow chairs and tables, and folk bring a dish to share, and
gazebos for sunshade (hopefully).
The village progressive dinner: normally one in spring and another in the autumn. This is where we are in small
groups for simultaneous starters and then main courses in different houses, before all getting together in one
house for desserts.
Regular litter pick up and tidying up at the pond.
Regular checking on the play equipment in the park.
A get-together in the Packsaddle on the last Friday of the month from 8 pm.
Carol singing early in December to raise money for a chosen charity, where the singers sing around the village
and others are at home to listen and appreciate the traditional carols.

We are active fundraisers too and recent events have raised money for us to install a defibrillator in the village. Previous
fund-raising provided money to restore the pond, to buy play equipment in the park and to subsidise a fabulous
millennium party. We raise funds because council funding never seems to filter into Tokers Green although Kidmore End
facilities regularly benefit from council money - ideas on that welcome.
Ian Beale

Think you might like to be a councillor?
Some further information …
Our parish has a population of 1302 in 525 households across the 5 villages. The council’s responsibilities have been
listed on the front page and parish business is conducted by several subcommittees, for example finance, planning,
transport etc. The Parish Clerk, Mr Penfold, provides advice and administrative support to councillors and takes action to
implement council decisions.






Parish business is funded by the precept, money allocated from the Council Tax, and the council has an annual
budget of around £60,000.
Council meetings usually occur on the penultimate Wednesday of the month and are held in the Parish Room,
Kidmore End, starting at 8.00 pm. The next meeting will be on 24 July. Time is set aside for members of the
public to raise any concerns.
Councillors can choose to become involved in those areas which are of interest to them and according to the time
that they are willing to give. Training is available. Maybe you are interested in the environment and would like to
encourage wildlife, maybe you are concerned about facilities for our children, support for the elderly, or perhaps
finance is your thing. New faces and new ideas are needed.
To be a councillor you must be 18 years or older, and a UK/Commonwealth/EU resident. You must live within 3
miles of the parish or work here and you must be an elector of the parish. You may not be the subject of a
bankruptcy order.

If you would like to know more about what is involved please contact Sue Biggs at Chairman@kepc.info , speak to any
councillor (contact details are on the website, kepc.info), or contact Roger Penfold at clerk@kepc.info .
Why not come along to the next council meeting to see what goes on? All are welcome.

The Telephone Kiosk Gallery, Oxfordshire Artweeks
So, for 2 weekends in May I sat by the Telephone Kiosk in Wood Lane, exhibiting my pots. It
rained, it hailed, but mostly the sun shone; I even got a little sunburnt on the first Sunday. I met
loads of lovely people from Kidmore End (many I hadn’t met before), Gallowstree Common and
Tokers Green and further afield, including Florence. We chatted about pots, phone boxes and how
the village has changed over the years and pondered over how we could improve it looking to the
future. There were walkers, scooter riders, cyclists and horse riders and lots of friendly dogs. I was
even a clue on BBC Berks Peach Quest!
People brought me cups of tea and cake, which were very much appreciated, and one lady even
brought me one of her pots to look at. In total I had 107 people come over to look and have a chat.
There were many more that waved from cars, bikes and horse-back.
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Thank you all for taking an interest in my work and the Telephone Kiosk itself. A big thank you to Caroline and Alastair
McAslan for renovating the Kiosk back to its original glory, and for being so helpful and supportive. I hope my venture
inspires others with ideas for using the Telephone Kiosk in the future.
Now you know where the local potter lives!
Debbie Page

Why Volunteering changes your life
If you have some spare time and enjoy meeting people, sharing interests and getting out and about, then volunteering is a
great choice in life. Whether you are young, still working or retired, the chance to find a new outlet for your creative
energies, existing skills or undiscovered talents is all possible if you choose to volunteer with the National Trust.
I have been volunteering for the last six years at both Greys Court and Nuffield Place,
and there is always a need for new volunteers in a variety of roles of your choosing.
You might become a room guide, learning about the history of your property and
sharing it with visitors. That, in turn, might lead to becoming a tour guide leading
visitors round the mansion on a 45-minute tour.
Alternatively, there are opportunities for volunteers to meet and greet visitors at Visitor
Reception, or working in retail in the shop, in catering or indulging your green fingers
and enjoying the outdoors as a garden volunteer.
You are not committed to a specific number of hours and the time you give will be of your choosing, which is important
if you are already a busy person and might not be able to give more than one day a week, or even once a month. It is
always negotiable, and you will find that you are valued highly for the time you are able to give.
You will quickly feel at home thanks to the welcome and mentoring of other volunteers who remember only too well how
it felt on that first day when it was all so new and sometimes a bit challenging.
From lending a hand in the garden, to caring for the Trust’s precious collections, there are plenty of ways to become
involved not far from your own doorstep.
Online, just go to https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/volunteer and search for volunteer opportunities.
Alternatively, telephone Greys Court on 01491628529 or e-mail: greyscourt@nationaltrust.org.uk
Nuffield Place on 01491641224 or e-mail: nuffieldplace@nationaltrust.org.uk
Basildon Park on 01491672382 or e-mail: basildonpark@nationaltrust.org.uk
Caroline McAslan,Volunteer Tour and Room Guide at Greys Court and Nuffield Place

SCCS summer 2019 concert ‐ Zimbe! Come sing the songs of Africa!
Zimbe is Swahili for “Sing them” and Zimbe! combines traditional African songs with infectious
accompaniments and vibrant percussion to take us on a whirlwind tour of life in an African village
reflecting some of the ways in which music plays a part in everyday life. This sequence of choral
arrangements was written by Alexander L’Estrange in 2008 for as a collaboration between Dorking
Choral Society and various local schools, intended to forge links between the adult and children’s
choirs. It was inspired by the music in ‘The No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency’ which was filmed in
Botswana at that time. Zimbe! is at times touching and moving, at other times raucous and
energetic, and all of the time is incredibly uplifting both for performers and audiences alike.
“Sing them” is what South Chiltern Choral Society will perform along with pupils from Highdown School, accompanied
by a professional jazz quintet and a wide variety of drums, shakers and bells, all conducted by the SCCS’s musical
director, Paul Burke.
The concert will take place on Saturday 13th July at Highdown School, Surley Row, Emmer Green, Reading RG4 8LR
where there is free parking and wheelchair access. Highdown School’s PTA will be selling refreshments and amazing
BBQ food from 5.30pm and the concert will start at 7.30 pm, with the doors opening at 6.45pm.
Tickets will be available via the choir’s website (www.southchilternchoralsociety.org.uk ). Adult tickets are £12 in
advance/£13 on the door; tickets for 6-18 years are £6 in advance/£7 on the door; children under 6 are free. If you would
prefer to book by telephone (0333 666 3366), this will cost an extra £1.75 per booking for any number of advance tickets.
We look forward to seeing you there!
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Kidmore End CC
With the cricket season starting to get into full swing life at Kidmore End Cricket Club has certainly been busy for the
first two months of the season. The senior teams’ league season is well underway with all three teams finding themselves
mid table having played the first 5 league matches at the time of writing. The Sunday friendly XI has also enjoyed good
social games against local opposition with many of the younger players making significant contributions with bat and
ball, along with a few experienced cricketers!
The junior section of the club is enjoying positive progress on the field, and healthy numbers of boys and girls are
attending the training sessions which run on a Friday evening and Tuesday evening. Their league programme is also
underway, and they have enjoyed some success, however just as importantly they are playing good cricket for fun. Match
reports for the club’s teams are published weekly in the Henley Standard. We were delighted to be actively involved in
the recent Around the Boundary family event which was held at the Gallowstree Common recreation ground to raise
funds for the Cricket Club and the Chris Bevington Foundation.
A reminder that full details of fixtures for all the Kidmore End teams are to be found on the club website. For more
information, please contact club captains James Frost (07971560981) or Chris Pigden (07976292805). For further details
on junior cricket please email Guy Cox at keccjuniors@gmail.com
You will be given a warm welcome at the Gallowstree Common ground if you come along on a match day so please do
come along and see us. Further information on the club can be found on the club’s website: http://kidmoreendcc.co.uk/.
You can also follow us on Twitter and find us on Facebook.
Mark New, Chairman, Kidmore End Cricket Club

…. Road closure ….
Thames Water will be working at Mill Lane on 20-23 August.
Mill Lane will be closed, but residents will have access to their homes.

Hire the Diamond Jubilee Pavilion
The pavilion can be rented throughout the week at a rate of £12 per hour. The pavilion is suitable for
children's parties, wedding receptions, fitness or other classes and a host of other activities Contact Mr
Penfold on 0118 947 3130 for further information or to make a booking

Email from John Howell regarding NDPs (‘Neighbourhood Plans’) and the
SODC Emerging Local Plan
To Town and Parish Councillors
As a result of the change of administration at SODC I have had a number of calls and emails concerning planning issues,
specifically the status of Neighbourhood Plans should SODC choose to withdraw its draft Local Plan. For those in the
distribution area of the Henley Standard concerns have also been raised in response to a report in last week’s edition.
As the Government Champion for Neighbourhood Planning, I am alarmed at the suggestions being made that the
withdrawal of the Local Plan would render all Neighbourhood Plans null and void. This is not the case and I have set out
the situation as it is below which has been verified by officials at the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local
Government.
Whether you have a recently made Neighbourhood Plan or are in the process of developing one let me encourage you to
continue.
Is there cause for alarm?
First, the South Oxfordshire Local Plan has not been withdrawn. I think it would be prudent to wait and see what actually
happens before people became over-alarmed. I understand that a number of options are being considered.
When can Neighbourhood Plans be prepared?
Second, it is worth remembering that Neighbourhood Plans can be developed before, at the same time as, or after the local
planning authority has produced its Local Plan. To that extent, the Neighbourhood Plans can exist independently where a
Local Plan has not been made or has been withdrawn.
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When brought into force, Neighbourhood Plans do of course become part of the development plan for the neighbourhood
area. The starting point for decision making is the development plan. Even where a new Local Plan has not been
produced, therefore, the Neighbourhood Plan still forms part of that development plan.
How to deal with conflicts
As the National Planning Policy Framework sets out, permission should not usually be granted where a planning
application conflicts with an up-to-date development plan. The question is, therefore, how would the South Oxfordshire
Development Plan be regarded?
First, conflicts between policies in the Neighbourhood Plan and those in the Emerging Local Plan can arise particularly in
respect of housing supply policies. Section 38(5) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 requires that the
conflict must be resolved in favour of the policy which is contained in the last document to become part of the
development plan. In the absence of a new Local Plan, the last document to become part of the development plan is the
Neighbourhood Plan and this should have prominence.
In these circumstances, however, you would also have to look at the housing supply figure. This is normally a five-year
figure but if certain conditions (outside of arrangements made under the Growth Deal) are met this is reduced to three
years.
Those conditions are:





the Neighbourhood Plan became part of the development plan, or has been updated, two years or less before the
date on which the decision is made;
the Neighbourhood Plan contains policies and allocations to meet its identified housing requirement;
the local planning authority has at least a three-year supply of deliverable housing sites, and;
the local planning authority's housing delivery was at least 45% of that required over the previous three years.

Conclusions
For these reasons, it is most unlikely that any Neighbourhood Plans would not carry full weight as a legitimate part of
South Oxfordshire's Development Plan assuming there is a three-year housing land supply for new Plans. This covers the
period of two years from the referendum during which period the Local Plan is expected to be in place.
Communities may 'need' to update the Plan when the Local Plan is agreed but we have set out a simpler way of doing this
than having to effectively start again from scratch. Any group with a 'made' Neighbourhood Plan is eligible to apply for a
new set of grant and technical support in order to modify their Neighbourhood Plan. There is no legal requirement to
update a Neighbourhood Plan, however this would stop it becoming out-of-date against the Local Plan if there are
conflicting policies.
In relation to Neighbourhood Plans which have passed their first two years or where there is no three-year housing land
supply, the Plans still carry weight. It would be for an Inspector at appeal to decide on the relative weight given to the
Plan and other policies which also carry weight.
So, a Neighbourhood Plan can be brought forward before an up-to-date local plan is in place. There would of course need
to be discussion to agree the relationship between policies in the Neighbourhood Plan, the Emerging Local Plan and the
adopted development plan which will have taken place during the examination of the Neighbourhood Plan before the
Local Plan had been approved.
I hope this is helpful to you. If you have any further queries to please feel free to contact me.
With best wishes
John Howell OBE MP FSA
Government Neighbourhood Planning Champion, Member of Parliament for the Henley Constituency
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Useful Numbers and Contacts
Thames Valley Police,

non emergency
emergency
website

101
999
www.thamesvalley.police.uk

Crime Stoppers (anonymous)
Victim Support

0800 555 111
01865 751511

Summer 2019

SODC email: info@southoxon.gov.uk
Open: Mon-Thu
Fri

01235 422422
8.30 am - 5.00 pm
8.30 am - 4.30 pm

Parish Council Meetings:

ORCC Directory of Transport Schemes
email

24 July 2019
18 September 2019
23 October 2019

01865 883433
orc@oxonrcc.org.uk

Oxfordshire Rural Community Council,
Jericho Farm, Worton, Oxon OX29 4SZ
Oxfordshire Highways
www.oxfordshirehighways.org

0845 310 1111

20 November 2019
11 December 2019

Fix my Street

http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk

22 January 2020

Parish Councillors

19 February 2020
18 March 2020
22 April 2020

8pm in Kidmore End Parish Room
including 10 minutes public
session.

Friends of Sonning Common
Library Application form
http://www.kepc.info/news.php#foscl‐
application

Parish Council Chairman
Sue Biggs
Email
Clerk to the Council
Roger Penfold
District Councillor
Peter Dragonetti
County Councillor
Kevin Bulmer

chairman@kepc.info

Email
Telephone

clerk@kepc.info
0118 947 3130

Email
Telephone

peter.dragonetti@southoxon.gov.uk
01491 576352

Email
Telephone

kevin.bulmer@oxfordshire.gov.uk
07803 005680

Citizens Advice Bureau (Henley & Woodcote)
Website www.caox.org.uk/henley
Telephone
03444 111444
Henley appointments:
Mon, Tue, Thu 10-3pm; Wed 2-6pm;
Fri
10-1pm
Telephone advice:
Mon, Tue, Wed 10-6pm; Thu10-6.30pm; Fri 10-4pm
Services also available at Woodcote Community Centre. (Call 03444 111444 for appt)
Fri
10-11am
Kidmore End Parish Room
Bookings:
Guy Johnson

Are we missing your club or society?
Would you like to see their activities
listed in the Newsletter? Do you
have any news items or pictures for
the Parish?
If you would like to contribute to the
next edition, or to the website we’d
be delighted to hear from you.
Articles can be sent to editor,
members of the editorial board or
directly to the website webmaster –
see right panel for contact details
The closing date for the next edition
is 6 September 2019.

Telephone

07920 100065

Diamond Jubilee Pavilion at Gallowstree Common
Bookings:
Roger Penfold
Telephone
0118 947 3130
Kidmore End Memorial Hall
Bookings:
Debbie Page

Telephone

07802 34794

Newsletter Editorial Board
Caroline Aldridge (Editor)
Email
Telephone
Sue Remenyi
Telephone
Jackie Russell
Telephone
Ana Silva O’Reilly (webmaster)
Email
Parish Council website

editor@kepc.info
0118 972 3700
0118 972 3699
0118 972 2214
webmaster@kepc.info
www.kepc.info
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