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Report on the Neighbourhood Development Plan
The NDP Steering Group has met mostly every month
for the past 18 months to work on a Neighbourhood
Development Plan for the benefit of our Parish. We are
due to hold an open day to talk to you about our
progress face-to-face, but in the meantime, we wish to
update you on what has happened over the past year.
An NDP is the best approach for our community to give
input into the future of the Parish that we live in and to
reduce the possibility of speculative development.
continued on page 11
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Now that the days are longer and we have spring flowers and some
blue skies, it is beginning to feel like winter is receding and spring is
here. Mothers Day has passed and I hope all mothers had a wonderful peaceful day. Easter will soon be upon us and I hope you have a
great time over this period too.
SODC Draft Emerging Local Plan
The consultation for the draft Local Plan has now ended. The response that the parish council submitted for the inspector is available
to read on the website. The next part of the process is for an inspector to be allocated by the Government with the task of evaluating the
plan and reading all the submissions, following which there will be a
hearing. Any party wishing to speak at the hearing had to say so during the initial consultation process and the Parish Council has indicated that we would like to speak at the inquiry. The link to the document can be found at http://tinyurl.com/yyuzxyfg
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Oxfordshire Plan 2050 consultation
All 6 authorities in Oxfordshire are asking what is important to residents in the future, with particular
reference to housing and infrastructure. Because all 6 authorities are involved there will be a joined
up strategy. This consultation closed on 25 March 2019, but your Parish Council has already
responded. For more information visit https://oxfordshireplan.org/
The Oxfordshire Plan 2050 is also calling for ideas. The ‘call for strategic location ideas’ is to ask
your views on which broad locations should be considered within the Oxfordshire Plan 2050.
These could be locations for large-scale housing or employment, or infrastructure projects, or for
strategic environmental or social designations or protections. Even if you just have some initial
thoughts, there is a form to complete –
https://oxfordshireplan.inconsult.uk/consult.ti/Call_for_ideas/consultationHome

There are numerous papers available, including ones on housing, support economic growth,
energy and others.
Road Safety
The Parish Council is looking at various aspects of road safety.

 There are to be some new speed reduction signs in each village in a joint project with Kidmore
End Primary School; a number of children have designed the posters.

 A number of councillors have been trained for Community Speedwatch, see page 5.
 We are looking into becoming Superusers so that we can speed up the repair of potholes.
If you would like to be trained in SpeedWatch or to become a Superuser to help achieve speedy repair of
potholes, please contact me at chairman@kepc.info, the clerk Mr Penfold at clerk@kepc.info, or any parish
councillor. The more help the councillors get, the sooner the roads will improve.

Play Areas
A new playhouse has been bought for the play area in Kidmore End. When we
started to dismantle the old one we found a hole in the floor. Upon further
investigation we concluded that this hole had been caused by someone setting
fire to the playhouse. Various cigarette ends and cigarette papers were also
found. The new playhouse has been funded by a grant from our County
Councillor, Kevin Bulmer, so we are extremely grateful to him for his continued
support. The new playhouse will be erected soon. However, when taking down
the old playhouse this is what we found.

Please don't smoke in the new playhouse

continued on page 3
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Reformation Pub
The pub in Gallowstree Common has now been closed for a number of weeks. The Parish Council
has applied to SODC to have the pub listed as an asset of community value. If this is agreed and
if Brakspears decide to sell the pub, the community has 6 months to raise the funds to buy it,
before other buyers are given the opportunity. We should hear by the end of April whether this
application has been successful or not.
Phone Boxes
In May, during the Oxfordshire Artweeks Festival, there is to be a pop-up event in the former phone
box in Kidmore End. We still need some ideas for the phone boxes at Chalkhouse Green and
Cane End. There has been a suggestion of a defibrillator at Cane End.
Kidmore End Oxfordshire Artweeks Festival Kiosk
As part of Oxfordshire Art weeks, Debbie Page will be transforming the Telephone Kiosk into a
gallery for 2 weekends and a Friday on 11, 12 and 17-19 May. She will be displaying her pots in
the kiosk, and weather permitting will be demonstrating some techniques sitting on the bench by
the kiosk. Please visit her between 11am and 6pm, with late night opening on Friday 17 until 8pm.
Debbie will be asking visitors who drive to park in a considerate manner. More information on
page 6.
Parish Councillors
We are very short of Parish Councillors.
This means that the current councillors are stretched to capacity. I would urge anyone who is
interested to come along to a meeting and find out what being a councillor is all about. There are
many very interesting aspects to the role and it is possible to follow what your interests are. If you
would like to find out more about what is involved in joining the council, or would like further
information, please contact me at Chairman@kepc.info.

Have You Ever Thought of Becoming an on-call Firefighter?
Oxfordshire Fire & Rescue Service are looking for On-call Firefighters to join their team!
Do you want to earn extra money, serve your community and save lives in a rewarding role? If so,
a career as an On-call Firefighter might be just the thing for you.
On-call Firefighters are the backbone of the fire service and anyone can be one. If you're
employed full-time, are a parent, out of employment or just have some spare time, you can
respond to emergency calls.
On-call Firefighters are trained and paid for their time and service - and on average are expected
to be called out two or three times each week for about an hour at a time - this can be at night or
during the day.
They are looking for anyone over the age of 18, who is physically fit (this can be worked on),
doesn’t suffer from vertigo, claustrophobia or dislike the sight of blood. They need good common
sense, to be enthusiastic, reliable and honest.
If this sounds of interest, please visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/oncallfirefighters
Becky Rimmer
Acting Watch Manager - Employees Relations and Resources Team Support
Oxfordshire Fire and Rescue
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The Parish Church
A summary of the significant Easter dates follows –
14 April – Palm Sunday. Our 11am service commences in
Kidmore End Primary School, with the distribution of palm
crosses, after which we process to the church.
18 April – Maundy Thursday. At 8pm, in St John’s, we have
our Commemoration of the Last Supper.
19 April – Good Friday. At 10am, an ecumenical Procession of Witness sets off from the car park
at Christ the King Church, Sonning Common. Hot cross buns and a hot drink await the return. In
the afternoon, at 2pm, there is a service of meditation and devotional music in St John’s.
21 April – Easter is the Feast of the Resurrection of Christ, the oldest and greatest feast of the
Christian Church. Our services are – 9.30am, at Christ the King and 11am, at St John’s.
The St John’s/Christ the King Choir participated in the Henley Choir Festival at St Mary’s Church in
January. Nine choirs took part, each of them performing a work of their choice, before the choirs
combined to sing Part 1 of The Messiah – conducted by our Musical Director, Frances BrewittTaylor, with our Rector, James, singing the Bass solo.
A collection at the end of the evening raised £1700 for Diabetes UK. Our church magazine
records that “The choice of “Te Quiero”, an Argentinian love song with political overtones, proved
to be an excellent one, by Frances, for our choir to perform as their individual piece. It gave
opportunities for great contrast, both in musical tone and emotion, and the amount of passion
generated in the singing was remarked upon by many members of the audience. One person
present was heard to say that if it were a choral completion, “Te Quiero would have won!”
[That person wasn’t me, but could have been! NS]. Frances is always pleased to hear from
anyone interested in joining our choir. If you are interested, please contact her on 0118 9482743.
Our Sunday School continues to meet on the first Sunday of the month. The children start their
session, at 11am, in St John’s. After a prayer, they move to the Parish Room to enjoy a range of
activities. Finally, they return to the church for a blessing and a chance to tell the congregation
about what they’ve been up to! We are always delighted to welcome new children. Please contact
the Rector on 0118 9721459 for more details.
At the time of writing this article, it’s the beginning of spring and the churchyard is beginning to look
splendid again. Our thanks go out to all who help with its maintenance. New volunteers are invited
to contact Frances Brewitt-Taylor on 0118 9482743.
Ascension Day [forty days after the Resurrection] is on 30 May, this year. On that day, we will
share a Eucharist service with Rotherfield Peppard, starting at 8pm, at Christ the King Church,
Sonning Common.
4 May – concert in St John’s Church.
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting will take place on Sunday 28 April, in the church hall
following the 10am service at Christ the King Church, Sonning Common.
Readers wishing to keep up-to-date with church news/events are invited to refer to –
Our church magazine: The Lamb and Flag
Our notice board at St John’s [near the entrance to the school playground]
Our website www.lambandflaguk.wordpress.com
Our pages on www.achurchnearyou.com
continued on page 5

K IDM ORE E ND P ARIS H C OU NCI L

The Parish Church

P AGE 5

...from page 4

Our weekly parish newsletter, which provides information about church and social events. To
receive this newsletter by email, readers should subscribe [free] on our website [see above]. The
link to “Weekly Parish Notices” can be found on the website’s Welcome page.
Neil Scott (On behalf of the Parochial Church Council)

Community Speedwatch Went Live on 21 March
We carried out 2 sessions of Community Speedwatch, one in Tokers Green on Tokers Green
Lane, and the other on Horsepond Road at the Wyfold Lane end.
We used a speed indicator device, known as SID, which clearly displays the speed of approaching
cars. The good news is that the vast majority of road users were keeping to the speed limit of 30
mph. Many drivers waved and gave thumbs-up signs, indicating that local residents were pleased
to see us out and about. Pedestrians, joggers and cyclists stopped to chat, and to say how
grateful they are to see the Parish Council taking a proactive interest in reducing speeding in the
parish.
However, there were several examples of vehicles which were travelling in excess of 35 mph, so
we will be carrying out further sessions over the coming months. If you feel that you would like to
help, please contact the clerk, Mr Penfold, at clerk@kepc.info. You will only be volunteering to
help for up to an hour at a time, and it is an interesting experience, particularly when chatting to
passers by. Some of the stories that residents were telling us were truly hair-raising.
We need to educate drivers about the fact that our roads are residential roads, so some respect
should be given to locals when they are turning into and out of their drives. Our presence, in hi-vis
jackets, certainly helped to reduce speeding!

(See page 12 for more info)
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The Telephone Kiosk – Oxfordshire Artweeks Festival
For the duration of Oxfordshire Artweeks Festival the newly refurbished
telephone kiosk in Kidmore End will be re-designated as an art gallery.
Caroline and Alistair’s article in last Autumn’s Newsletter about refurbishing the
Telephone Kiosk started me thinking and as I wanted to take part in the
Artweeks Festival in 2019 the Telephone Kiosk seemed the perfect, if a little
quirky, location to exhibit my work. I was delighted when they agreed to let me
use it. The idea of using a Telephone Kiosk as a gallery is not new; Settle,
Edinburgh, Southampton, LLanfrynach in Wales, Prickwillow in Cambridgeshire
and Barningham in Teesdale, to name a few, have all transformed their
Telephone Kiosks into art galleries. So our Telephone Kiosk will be the
smallest gallery in the Oxfordshire Artweeks Festival this year.
I will be exhibiting my pottery on two weekends in May, Saturday 11 to Sunday 12 and then Friday
17 to Sunday 19 from 11 am to 6 pm, with a late night opening until 8 pm on Friday 17 May. I will
be setting up and taking down the display each day. The pots will be in the Telephone Kiosk and I
will be sitting on the bench beside the kiosk, so I’m hoping for dry weather. I am also planning to
demonstrate some of the techniques that I use to make my pots, during the exhibition. As I will be
there throughout the day, I’ll be able to encourage considerate parking.
I will be delivering flyers about the event at the beginning of May as a reminder. Please come
along to say hi and join me on the bench and have a look at both the Telephone Kiosk and my
pots.
Oxfordshire Artweeks Festival is an annual countywide arts and crafts festival with the aim of
bringing the public into direct contact with artists and craft people. For more information about
Oxfordshire Artweeks and how to find other local artists and exhibitions please visit
https://www.artweeks.org.

Defibrillator Awareness Sessions
Where

SONNING COMMON VILLAGE HALL

When

Sunday 14 April & Sunday 12 May
Morning session (10.30am to 12.30pm)
Afternoon session (2pm to 4pm)

Cost – FREE !
Run by Sonning Common Community First Responders
How to help when someone’s heart has stopped beating



When you might need to use a Public Access Defibrillator



Where are the Public Access Defibrillators



How do you gain access to a Public Access Defibrillator



How to do CPR (Chest Compressions)

If you would like to attend, please email defib@sonningcommonfirstresponders.co.uk
or ring 0118 9242515 to book your place.
If you are unable to attend these dates but would like to be kept informed of future training
sessions, please let us know using the above contact details.
Minimum age is 8 years, under 16s must be accompanied by an adult.
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Kidmore End Cricket Club
With the weather starting to
turn warmer (it’ll probably be
raining when you read this
article!) Kidmore End Cricket
Club (CC) is getting ready for
the new season. The club is on
the look-out for new players,
spectators and supporters.
Members of the parish who
regularly visit the ground will
have noticed the working
parties that have been active
on a Saturday morning for the
past few months. We are
fortunate to have one of the
most picturesque cricket
grounds in the local area which
is maintained by a band of
volunteers throughout the year.
The club plays Senior cricket in
the Thames Valley Cricket
League, meaning that we travel
as far east as Kew and as far
west as Newbury, and all ports
in between! The Junior teams
play in the Berkshire Youth
Cricket League and we have
boys teams at U9, U11, U13
and U15 along with a thriving
girls section with teams at U11
and U13 level. Their fixtures
start in April and run through to
July.
We were awarded ECB
Clubmark Status in October
2007 and re-designated in
2013 and 2017. This means
that the ECB recognises that
we are a ‘safe, effective and
child friendly’ club. As a
member of Kidmore End CC
you are guaranteed that we
have a base level of quality in

all areas of Health and Safety,
Child Welfare and Protection.
The club also actively
encourages young cricketers
to make the transition from
junior and school cricket to
senior club cricket. In
achieving Clubmark status we
are also recognised as having
a proven track record in
administration, player and
facility development. The
Clubmark award recognises
the professionalism and our
excellent conduct across
many different areas of junior
cricket.
We would encourage any new
players of any age or ability to
join and play in any of our
three Senior Saturday league
teams or our Sunday XI, who
play friendly fixtures against
local clubs. Young players
equally welcome to come
along as well.
Pre-season training is
underway and the sessions
are held at The Oratory
School with the Seniors
practising on a Monday
evening from 8.15pm to
9.30pm and the Juniors
practising on a Saturday
afternoon. The sessions are
run by our qualified coaching
team. Training moves outside
in mid-April for all club
members with sessions
running on a Tuesday and
Friday evening for the Juniors,
and Thursday evening for the
Seniors.

Mark New
Chairman,

Kidmore End Cricket Club.

Saturday matches will start on
Saturday 20 April with a match
against Bagshot, Sunday 21
sees Cookham Dean visit
Gallowstree, and the League
season starts on 11 May with
the 1st XI at home to Tring
Park, the 2nd XI away at
Newbury, and the 3rd XI away
to Stoke Green. Full details of
fixtures for all the Kidmore
End teams are to be found on
the club website. For more
information, please contact
club captains James Frost
(07971560981) or Chris
Pigden (07976292805). For
further details on junior cricket
please email:
keccjuniors@gmail.com
You will be given a warm
welcome at the Gallowstree
Common ground if you come
along on a match day so
please do come along and see
us. Further information on
the club can be found on the
club’s website:
http://kidmoreendcc.co.uk/
You can also follow us on
Twitter and find us on
Facebook.
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Kidmore End CE (VA) Primary School
One of our big focus areas
this year has been to
nurture a love of reading in
our school community. A
pre-requisite for being a
teacher is a love of books
(and stationery) so this is one element of the School
Development Plan to which we all make a
contribution. Instead of bringing in birthday sweets,
many children are choosing to donate a birthday book,
and in September we were fortunate to receive
funding from KESA to renew our KS1 Reading
Scheme and extend it into Year Three.
On Friday 11 January we welcomed author and poet
A F Harrold into school. He focused the visit around
his poetry, which meant we spent much of the day
giggling! The children were truly inspired, and I have
spotted many of them with their noses buried in his
book since the visit. It was an absolutely brilliant day
– thank you to KESA for funding the visit.
Since his visit, AF Harrold has agreed to be our 'Book
Buddy'. He wrote us a brilliant letter and has promised
to send us his spare books. The first package contained a number of other poetry books, which
he recommends we read. He has promised not to send us any rubbish!!
This year, we decided to do something a little different for World Book Day. Instead of dressing
up, the children brought in 3 or 4 objects to represent a favourite book. There were some very
inventive clues - such as Samuel in Year 5 who brought Turkish Delight, a toy lion and some ice
to represent The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe. The children had great fun guessing each
others' book choices and there were lots of conversations about the best reads!
On the following day we carried on the World Book Day theme by holding a Reading Cafe. Each
class visited the cafe and were able to hear an extract from a new book, chosen by Alison Jinks
from Wallingford Bookshop. The new books have now gone into their class library. Again this
was a great way to engage the children in talking about books and reading, and they are all
looking forward to carrying on the stories or looking at the information in class. We also had some
great reading volunteers - I think they enjoyed looking at the books too.
Just before half term I was invited to meet with the store manager and community projects leader
from Sonning Common Co-op, to discuss further our selection as one of their nominated local
charities for the next 12 months. KESA, alongside the other nominated charities, will receive a
percentage of any money spent by members on Co-op branded food products and services, all of
which will go further to develop our rich programme of reading in school. For example, each class
has been allocated an amount of money to improve the reading environment, perhaps by buying
beanbags or cushions or improving book storage.
We encourage everyone to apply for a Co-op membership card and use it whenever you shop in
any branch of the Co-op. Existing members can go on-line and specify KESA as their preferred
charity. As I saw at least four parents in my short visit to the store, I am sure it will be a great
success, particularly if supported by our friends in the wider community.
continued on page 10
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Lent
Our value this term is Courage and we are thinking about 'standing up for' important things. At the
start of Lent, we have been thinking about standing up for the environment. We are trying the Lent
Plastic Challenge, with a different focus each week, to reduce single use plastic in our lives which
has such an impact on the environment. This is an idea borrowed from St Mary and St Leonard
Churches in Wallingford. The children have already come up with a number of suggestions and
have taken the challenge home to share with their families. You can find out more and see the
challenge for yourself at http://marylemore.co.uk/?p=1274 I’m delighted to say that our KESA disco
team are on board and busy thinking of lots of ways to make the school disco plastic free!
This Monday, I took the oldest members of the School Council to the Lent Lunch at Christ the King,
Sonning Common. The lunch guests were most interested to hear about our Lent Plastic
Challenge and other projects at school. We went particularly to talk to them about support for a
Prayer Space event in school. This is a joint project with the church to be held in May.
You might be wondering what a prayer space is…it is a space set aside over a few days for prayer
and reflection in school. A room is made special by adding a gazebo, lights, cushions and drapes.
During the week of the prayer space event a team of volunteers help the children to try different
activities. Each class visit the space and try the activities, which might include praying themselves.
They might think about things they are thankful for, or what part they play in their local community.
The very generous support of the Lent Lunch guests will help us to buy some of the resources
needed so that we can hold other prayer space events in the future. We hope their generosity
means they enjoyed our presentation! If you are interested in being a volunteer at our prayer
space event in the week beginning 20 May, please get in touch with either Mrs Hull at school
(office@kidmore-end.co.uk) or Revd James Stickings.
Linda Hull

Headteacher

Could YOU be a Volunteer FISH Home Visitor
At the FISH Volunteer Centre in Sonning Common we started the Home Visiting Service in Spring
2016 and it has proved to be very successful with some strong friendships being formed between
people who are on their own at home and their volunteer visitors.
To get the match right between client and volunteer I now need more volunteers as it is important
to have a pool of possible visitors to choose from when I get a request from a client.
I visit both clients and volunteers initially to find out about their interests etc. and remain available
to each after a match is made to talk through any problems which might arise.
If you think you might like to consider this rewarding form of volunteering I would be pleased to
come and talk to you at home and give you more information before you make a decision. While
most of the clients are elderly there are a few younger people who have visitors and there is no
upper age limit to being a Volunteer Visitor.
Contact me via the FISH Volunteer Centre weekdays from 9.30am -11.30am on 0118 9723986 or
on my home no. 0118 9724520.
Sue Nickson
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The Steering Group is made up of volunteers from each parish village, who follow the framework
set out by Government, in order to write our NDP. The Government supports this process through
technical packages and grants. We have successfully secured two technical packages so far to aid
us in the Call for Sites and Policies & Evidence tasks.
To enable us to write the NDP, we have followed these key steps:



The Feb 18 community engagement gave us themes to work with regarding what's important
to you about our community.



We then undertook a Household Survey, which gave greater insight into what you feel is
most important for the group to consider



Please be reassured that these form the basis of our approach and decision making



The next key step was the Call for Sites, inviting landowners to put forward sites they wished
to be considered in our NDP, for development. 13 sites were put forward and a further 8
sites identified through the South Oxfordshire Strategic Housing and Economic Land
Availability Assessment (SHELAA) October 2017– a map of which is on the Parish Council
website. Even with these 21 sites, there are a large number of criteria that need to be met in
order for any site to be progressed: this will all happen in the future, with many sites being
discounted.



These sites were all assessed by an independent appointed consultant via the Government
package



We are at the review stage of the Site Options and Assessment with SODC. The resulting
report regarding suitability of sites will inform a fundamental part of the NDP.



When this is finalised with SODC (South Oxfordshire District Council), we will then hold a
public event to discuss our findings with you. and publish our conclusions on the Parish
Council Website



During the past year land in our Parish, close to the boundary with Reading, has become a
more volatile area, which has caused concern. As a group we are closely monitoring the
situation ensuring we are up-to-date with all activities along that boundary



During the summer of 2018 the NDP steering group commissioned a Landscape Sensitivity
Study for the area of the parish, which is not within the Chilterns AONB.

The results of this survey will be supportive of the NDP, see excerpt below:
“The landscape is of higher sensitivity and of higher value and therefore could not accommodate
areas of new development without a significant and adverse impact on the landscape character
and visual amenity. Only a very small scale development may be possible, such as on any small
areas of brownfield land, providing it retains the important landscape features and their landscape
setting of the area and has regard to the setting and form of existing settlement and the character
and the sensitivity of adjacent landscape character areas”
We hope this has given you an insight into our progress over the past year and gives you an idea
of what to expect next.
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And finally from Sue Biggs: “The NDP steering group has changed over the year and I would like
to thank the members of the group and those who have resigned for various reasons. It is a huge
undertaking by this small community and not without its challenges. We have also been supported
by the SODC NDP team and I would like to thank them for their support”.
Our current group has no formal planning experience, proving it really isn't necessary!
Caroline Aldridge

Around the Boundary is back, your local event bringing music, food and drinks for all the family.
For more information and to purchase tickets, please visit www.aroundtheboundary.com
Gates open at 11 am and close at 11 pm. Monies raised will be donated to local charities and
The Chris Bevington Foundation.

ON SUNDAY, MAY 5 2019, WE'RE BACK TO PARTY!
Welcome to ATB19 MUSIC : FOOD : DRINKS : FAMILY : CHARITY
Around the Boundary is a charity fundraising, family friendly event taking place on Sunday 5 May
2019 at the Diamond Jubilee Pavilion and Playing Fields, Gallowstree Common, South
Oxfordshire, RG4 9BU.
We are bringing together fantastic live music, kids entertainment, the best local food, some of the
UK’s finest food trucks, a coffee roaster and a bar brimming with local beers, local liquor & lush
cocktails.
MUSIC: A full day of amazing main stage music...DJ Yoda, The Echo, Flashheart, Ryan Harman,
Nearly Unsociable, The Small Strings, The Mysteries, Beatroots and more.
FOOD: Curated by Jez of "The Bowler Meatballs" expect the best festival food to amaze your
taste buds.
DRINKS: The best local and national drinks companies delivering beers, wines, classics and
cocktails.
FAMILY: Ella's Kitchen give aways, Woodland Walks, Drumming, Entertainers, Circus Skills,
Face Painting, Play Park.
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Local Weather Report: Spring 2019
Average
Minimum
Temperature

Average
Maximum
Temperature

Rainfall
Totals

Highest

C

F

C

F

mm

in

mm

in (day)

December

9.2

49

4.0

39

82

3.2

17

0.6 (15th)

January

6.3

43

0.3

32

37

1.5

6

0.2 (29th)

February

11.3

52

2.1

36

41

1.6

8

0.3 (1st)

160

6.3

Rainfall - 3 months to end February 2019

This winter has been dryer and generally warmer than last winter. February was the warmest
February for over 100 years. The daytime temperatures steadily rose between 10 and 27
February, with 25 & 26 recording maximum temperatures over 19C/66F and 27 February over
18C/64F. The clear skies of these warm February days meant overnight temperatures plummeted
nearly to zero, meaning cars needed to be de-iced each morning while the afternoons were
summer clothes days.
January was the driest month with less than half the rain that fell last year. The longest dry spell
was 3 weeks from December 26. There were only 2 days (15 & 18 December) when more than
12mm/0.5in of rain fell.
This winter there were 5 days when it snowed, the heaviest falls of snow were overnight on 31
January and throughout the day on 1 February. I measured 10cms/4ins of snow at 9am on 1
February, which was added to slightly during the day. As the temperature on 1 February only
reached a maximum of 1.2C/34F and the overnight temperature was well below zero, the result
was very icy roads and footpaths on 2 & 3 February. Fortunately the weather turned much milder
during the day on 4 February and all the snow and ice vanished as if by magic.
Highest and Lowest temperatures for 3 months to February 2019
Lowest

Highest

C

F (day)

C

F (day)

December

12.7

55 (2nd)

-3.1

26 (13th)

January

11.1

52 (13th)

-5.7

21 (30th)

February

19.6

67 (26th)

-5.8

22 (2nd)

Chris Brook

Hire the Diamond Jubilee Pavilion

The pavilion can be rented throughout the week. At a
rate of £12 per hour. The pavilion is suitable for children's parties, wedding receptions, fitness or
other classes and a host of other activities Please contact Mr Penfold on 0118 947 3130 or go to
Diamond Jubilee Pavilion for further information or to make a booking
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Gardening
It is now officially spring, although it did seem as if summer had arrived at the
end of February! The clocks have ‘sprung forward’, and the lighter evenings are
an invitation to do some work in the garden.
Do not despair if your lawns are still showing damage after the drought last
year. Rake out the dead grass, make drainage holes using your fork and lightly
work over the areas, then reseed. Give the rest of your lawn a boost using a
nitrogen-based fertilizer to encourage lots of new, green growth. Please ensure
that you follow the manufacturers instructions, then mow as normal. Your lawns will make a
fabulous backdrop to your borders by June.
Don’t forget to fertilize spring-flowering bulbs before the leaves die down. Plants and shrubs in
your borders will benefit from some fertilizer magic as well. As you know, I recommend Growmore,
Vitax or Osmocote. These products do not taste as good to dogs and foxes as pelleted chicken
manure and bone meal, something that I have learned from experience.
Many perennials can be divided now. This promotes healthy growth, and gives the thrifty gardener
more plants for the borders or to give away. I am afraid that the weeds have started to germinate.
You know what to do! While you are busy weeding, watch out for slugs nibbling new shoots. If you
want ‘lace-free’ hosta leaves, then be super vigilant now. Metaldehyde-based slug pellets will be
banned next year, but I NEVER use this terrible, toxic compound. I favour a ferric phosphatebased slug killer called Growing Success Advanced Slug Killer. It is recommended by organic
gardeners, but do not be tempted to sprinkle it thickly; follow the instructions, and it is very
economical to use.
Lily beetles (scarlet) and vine weevils (chocolate brown with gold flecks) will be active now that the
weather has warmed up. I am afraid that there are few predators to tackle these pests, so the only
option is manual removal and disposal. Vine weevil larvae have been active most of the winter, so
check your pots. If your gorgeous pot plants are looking poorly, and upon investigation have no
roots, then vine weevil larvae are responsible. Birds will eat these pests, so spread the infested
compost around so that birds can get access. Please do not be tempted to reuse this compost in
pots. It is safe to spread it under shrubs once the vine weevil larvae have been removed.
Do let nature sort out your spring aphid problems. I know that I say this every year, but it always
works. Blue tits time the fledging of their first brood to coincide with lots of aphids on roses and
other young foliage. These baby birds need a steady supply of food that is easy to see and catch,
and aphids are perfect pockets of protein. The only time that I have to control aphids using
chemical means is in my greenhouse, and I always ensure that I use products recommended by
organic growers. One organic tip that works is to always grow Tagetes (African marigolds) with
your tomatoes. This deters white fly, and really does work. It also looks lovely, with the orange and
yellow blooms acting as a foil for the green and red tomato plants.
Think about other summer colour for pots now, but remember that we can have damaging frosts
right up until the end of April. If you enjoy taking cuttings, then save money by taking cuttings of
summer bedding plants now. They will quickly grow, and provide lots of colour over the summer.
It is the busiest time in the veggie plot now. Sow salad crops at fortnightly intervals in short rows to
ensure a steady supply of delicious lettuce, raddish and rocket, sow broad beans, peas and
mangetoute and put in supports if required, sow brassicas in seed beds, sow carrots and parsnips,
and plant chitted potatoes but protect shoots from frost. In May, it will be time to sow courgettes,
squashes and cucumbers, and beans (runner, dwarf, French and pole). I am hopeful that this year
will be a fabulous gardening year.
Caroline Aldridge
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Useful Numbers and Contacts
Thames Valley Police, non emergency
101
emergency
999
website
www.thamesvalley.police.uk
Crime Stoppers (anonymous)
Victim Support

0800 555 111
01865 751511

Spring 2019

SODC

Parish Council Meetings:

ORCC Directory of Transport Schemes
email

17 April 2019
22 May 2019
19 June 2019
at 8pm in Kidmore End Parish Room
including 10 minutes public session.

email: info@southoxon.gov.uk 01235 422422
Open:

Mon-Thu
Fri

8.30 am - 5.00 pm
8.30 am - 4.30 pm

01865 883433
orc@oxonrcc.org.uk

Oxfordshire Rural Community Council,
Jericho Farm, Worton, Oxon OX29 4SZ
Oxfordshire Highways

0845 310 1111
www.oxfordshirehighways.org

Fix my Street

http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk

Parish Councillors
Parish Council Chairman
Clerk to the Council

Sue Biggs
Roger Penfold
email

chairman@kepc.info
0118 947 3130
clerk@kepc.info

30 Venetia Close, Emmer Green, Reading RG4 8UG

Friends of Sonning Common Library
Application form

http://www.kepc.info/
news.php#foscl-application

District Councillor
Rob Simister (robert.simister@southoxon.gov.uk)

01491 576352

County Councillor
Kevin Bulmer (kevin.bulmer@oxfordshire.gov.uk)

07803 005680

Citizens Advice Bureau

03444 111444

Please phone for an appointment (Henley & Woodcote)
Henley appt:
Mon, Tue, Thu 10 - 3pm; Wed 2 - 6pm;
Fri 10 - 1pm
Telephone advice: Mon, Tue, Wed 10 - 6pm; Thu 10 - 6.30pm; Fri 10 - 4pm

Services also available at: (call above number for an appointment)
Woodcote Community Centre (Old School House)

CAB (Henley) website

10 - 11am (Fridays)

www.caox.org.uk/henley

Kidmore End Parish Room
Bookings: Guy Johnson

07920 100065

Diamond Jubilee Pavilion at Gallowstree Common
Bookings: Roger Penfold
0118 947 3130
Newsletter/Website
Contributions
Are we missing your club or society?
Would you like to see their activities
listed in the Newsletter? Do you have
any news items or pictures for the
Parish?
If you would like to contribute to the
next edition, or to the website we’d be
delighted to hear from you. Articles
can be sent to editor of the editorial
board or directly to the website
webmaster
The closing date for the next edition
is 7 June 2019.

Kidmore End Memorial Hall
Bookings: Debbie Page

07802 347943

Newsletter Editorial Board

Caroline Aldridge (Editor) (editor@kepc.info )

0118 972 3700

Sue Remenyi

0118 972 4699

Jackie Russell

0118 972 2214

Ana Silva O’Reilly (webmaster)
Parish Council website

Printed by Henley College Reprographics Dept.

Contact: Nancy Barlow 01491 634107

webmaster@kepc.info
www.kepc.info
E-mail: nbar@henleycol.ac.uk

