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Chairman's Report
I hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas and that you are now enjoying a happy New Year. We seem to
have been under the influence of early dark evenings with wet roads so far this autumn and winter; the roads
and lanes are slushy and more hazardous on these dark morning and evenings.
At last we have had some good news on the planning front locally. Gladman’s appeal regarding the
development of land off Peppard Road near Emmer Green (application P16/S3630/O) was dismissed by the
inspector. I understand that Gladman have lodged a challenge to the inspector’s decision in the High Court.
They can only challenge on a point of law: the Secretary of State (effectively, the Government) will be the
defendant in the action.
Similarly, Perfectfield’s appeal to develop The Elms in Tokers Green for housing was dismissed by another
inspector. The inspector placed much importance on maintaining the
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SODC Draft Emerging Local Plan
This is SODC’s plan for housing, retail and employment in South
Oxfordshire up until 2034. The amended Plan came into the public
domain on 5 December. It was voted on at a full Council meeting on
20 December; councillors voted in favour of the changes made to the
draft Plan. Some councillors were concerned that most of the
strategic development sites are within the Green Belt around Oxford
city and there was much discussion about this. A 6-week consultation
period began on 7 January and SODC is arranging public events at
Henley Town Hall on Saturday 19 January and at Ridgeway
Community Church, Wallingford on Saturday 2 February, between 10
am and 2 pm at each venue.
We learnt in December that the two sites in Kidmore End Parish and
one in Eye and Dunsden will not be included among the draft Plan’s
strategic sites, which is a great relief. Also, the housing allocation for
smaller villages, which affects Kidmore End, has changed from growth
of 5-10% to zero.
continued on page 2
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Only windfalls and infill will be allowed, unless there is a neighbourhood plan, when the
recommendation is 5-10% growth from the 2011 census level.
These amendments to the SODC Plan are helpful, not only because they give clarity for the
Neighbourhood Plan steering group, but also because it makes the border between South
Oxfordshire and Reading more secure for the time being.
The Plan also considers transport strategy, which raises the issues of a third bridge and park and
ride car parks.
The draft Plan can be viewed at: http://democratic.southoxon.gov.uk/documents/s15353/2018-1129%20SODC%20LP2034%20Publication%20document_Plan.pdf
Oxfordshire Growth Deal
This is the deal between the government and the Oxfordshire authorities, announced in November
2017, which includes funding for a growth in the number of houses built, and facilitates the
development envisaged in SODC’s Local Plan. You can find out about the deal on the Oxford City
Council website:
https://www.oxford.gov.uk/info/20283/oxfordshire_growth_board/1236/oxfordshire_housing_and_gr
owth_deal

The following is an extract:
The Oxfordshire Growth Board has secured £215m of Government investment for new homes and
infrastructure across Oxfordshire.
The Oxfordshire Housing and Growth Deal, announced in today’s (22/11) Budget, will provide
£60m for affordable housing and £150m for infrastructure improvements, including road and rail.
This will support the ambition of building 100,000 new homes across Oxfordshire between 2011
and 2031 to address the county’s severe housing shortage and expected economic growth.

The Growth Board wants the deal to be the first stage in a sustained partnership with Government
to secure on-going investment.
Reading Golf Club
The club’s management are still discussing with their members the possibility of selling to a
developer and moving to a new site. There is a local group, Keep Emmer Green (KEG), who are
against development of the Club and have a website: https://www.keepemmergreen.com/
The Reading Chronicle ran an article about it on 31.12.2018 which can be seen at:
https://www.readingchronicle.co.uk/news/17327190.reading-golf-club-will-work
Neighbourhood Development Plan Update
The steering group continues to meet monthly and is making progress with the plan. The ‘call for
sites’ report was written in the autumn, along with the facilitation report. This part of the process
has taken a lot longer than expected and was not helped by the changes in the SODC Emerging
Local Plan. There are notes of the meetings on the KEPC website. There will be a public
consultation regarding the sites and giving further information on the household survey in the new
year. Dates will be available on the website and noticeboards.

Budget and Precept
The Council set its budget for next year at the Council meeting in December and, on a
recommendation from the Finance Committee, the precept was also decided for 2019/20. The
Parish Council’s share of the Council Tax will rise by 2%, from £55.18 for the year to £56.28 for an
continued on page 3
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average, Band D, property. This will enable the council to cover the costs of the work required
throughout the year.
Road Safety
The council is looking at various aspects of road safety.
Some new speed reduction signs will be appearing in each village. This is a joint project with
Kidmore End Primary School; a number of the children have designed the posters.
Speedwatch is coming! Several councillors have been trained already and more volunteers would
be welcome, see page 14.
We are looking into becoming Superusers so that we can speed up the repair of potholes.
Winter Plan
Now that it's colder, you may like to look at the winter plan again. We have recently updated it and
you can see it on page 13 (or check the parish website). If you live near a grit bin please feel free
to put grit on the road nearby, thank you. And if you have a 4-wheel drive vehicle and would be
willing to help in the winter months if needed, please let me know Chairman@kepc.info.
Play Areas
We have bought a new playhouse for the play area in Kidmore End to replace the current one
which has a hole in the floor. The new playhouse has been funded by a grant from our County
Councillor, Kevin Bulmer, and should arrive in the spring. See page 9.
Allotments
We are very pleased to be able to announce that there will be a water supply at the Cane End
allotments by summer 2019. There will also be a bench at the Gallowstree Common allotments in
memory of the late Joe Bonner, a tenant since 1958, who passed away at the beginning of
December. We thank Joe’s family for arranging the bench.
Hedges
Thank you to all those who have cut back their hedges. If you have a hedge that is encroaching
on a road or pavement, please cut it back. Thank you.
Phone Boxes
During the Artweeks event in May there will be a Pop-up event in the former phone box in Kidmore
End. More details will follow.
Road Closures
Remember to keep an eye on the council website for information on road closures. We are careful
to keep the website up to date with this information.
Parish Councillors
There will be a Parish Council election in May this year and all 10 seats will be up for grabs. We
would like to welcome new councillors to the Council; if you are interested or would like further
information, please contact me at Chairman@kepc.info.
More detail of what is involved in being a councillor is on page 14.
Best wishes for the new year.
Sue Biggs
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The Parish Church
At the end of what has been, on the whole, a wonderful
autumn, this article is being compiled for inclusion in the
January issue of the newsletter. So, after a brief review of
recent events, we will skip winter – hoping that all readers
had a very happy Christmas – and look forward to spring and
the church’s greatest festival, Easter.
St John’s Church was full for the visit of the Bishop on 14 October. In a moving service, nine
candidates were introduced to Bishop Colin – one of them for Baptism, all of them for
Confirmation.
Our All Souls service was well attended, those present being able to light a candle in memory of
loved ones whom they see no longer.
Although the road in front of the War Memorial was flooded, the sun shone brilliantly for the very
special Remembrance Sunday service led by the Revd Sheila Walker. The gathering of over 200
people, including lots of young children, remained impressively quiet during The Last Post and
Reveille (how fortunate we are to have such an accomplished bugler) and poignantly, the service
concluded with a piper playing a lament (a welcome innovation, this year). It was pleasing to see a
packed church for the ecumenical service which followed the outside Act of Remembrance.
On a rather cold November evening, a warm school hall, for An Evening of Wine and Song, was
the place to be. The wine was provided by Nick Room, a Waitrose Wine Buyer, in his enjoyable
and most informative blind wine-tasting presentation. The song content of the evening took
various forms; the choir (the audience particularly enjoying the chorus of Molly Malone); the
popular father and son duo David (guitar) and Simon Classey (Blowing in the Wind); Linda Martin
(ukulele) and Janet Hallett (Country Roads had the audience joining in enthusiastically); and last
but not least, a contribution by the Rector, accompanied on guitar by Tim Walker (A Nightingale
Sang… and My Funny Valentine went down exceptionally well). Finally, mention must be made of
the delicious plate of canapes on each table. A wonderful evening, to be repeated hopefully next
year.
Brilliant sunshine (again!) ensured a great attendance at the Christmas Fair in our church school at
Kidmore End. Yet again, there was the most amazing range of stalls to tempt the clients, and we
are so grateful to all concerned from the school, for all the effort and skill they put into the
organisation of this splendid event.
Looking forward, one of the first events in the new year is the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.
There will be an ecumenical service on Sunday 20 January at 6.30 pm in Springwater Church,
Rotherfield Peppard.
Also in January is the annual not-to-be-missed Henley Choirs Festival on Saturday 26 January, 7
pm in St Mary’s Church, Henley. As well as making their own contribution to the
programme, our choir will join with other local choirs to sing a big work, Part 1 of Handel’s
“Messiah”, for which, once again, our very own Frances Brewitt-Taylor has been asked to be the
conductor. Congratulations, Frances! An added attraction this year is the participation of our
Rector James, who will be the bass soloist in “The Messiah”.
Easter is later this year, resulting in Ash Wednesday being on 6 March (pancakes on 5 March!), on
which day there will be a service at 8 pm in All Saints’ Church, Peppard - a Eucharist, with the
imposition of ashes. Ash Wednesday, the first day of Lent, is so called because of the ancient
custom of sprinkling ashes on the heads of public penitents. These days in the Church of
England, receiving the mark of ashes on one’s forehead is optional, but the mark reminds people
of their mortality. “Remember that you are dust and to dust you will return.” [Genesis 3:19] During
continued on page 5
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Lent it is anticipated that, by way of preparation for Easter, there will be a Lent Course. Look out
for details.
Women’s World Day of Prayer is on Friday 1 March. Look out for details of a united service.
On Mothering Sunday, 31 March, we hope to see a good number of families (including Dads!) at
our 11 am service at St John’s, when posies of flowers will be distributed to the children, for their
mothers.
Palm Sunday is on 14 April and as usual, the 11 am service will begin in the school with the
distribution of palm crosses, after which we will process to St John’s, with or without a donkey!
On Maundy Thursday, 18 April, we have the Commemoration of the Last Supper – 8 pm at St
John’s.
19 April is Good Friday, the day of the Crucifixion. All are welcome, young or old, to join the
ecumenical Procession of Witness, which starts from Christ the King car park in Sonning Common
at 10 am. There will be hot cross buns and coffee afterwards! In the afternoon, there will be a
benefice service of meditation and devotional music – 2 pm at St John’s, for an hour.
Easter is the Feast of the Resurrection of Christ, the oldest and greatest feast of the Christian
church. The arrangements for Easter Day, 21 April, are:
9.30 am

Eucharist at Christ the King

11.00 am

Sung Eucharist at St John’s

Everybody welcome, we expect full churches.
Since the above dates are being displayed so far in advance of the actual events, readers are
advised, in case of alterations, to check the details nearer the time.
This can be done by reference to –
Our website www.lambandflaguk.wordpress.com
The website www.achurchnearyou.com
Our church magazine: The Lamb and Flag.
Our notice board at St John’s, near the entrance to the school playground.
A weekly parish newsletter provides information about church and social events. To receive this
newsletter by email, readers should subscribe (free) on our website (see above). The link to
“Weekly Parish Notices” can be found on the website’s Welcome page.

Neil Scott (On behalf of the Parochial Church Council)
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Matters of Memory

Matters of Memory Talks/Forums
For those with Dementia or Alzheimer’s and their carers.
Following Matters of Memory day in July, Sonning Common Health Centre are organising three
talks/forums focusing on the everyday needs and concerns of those with Dementia and their
carers. They will run monthly from February on a Tuesday afternoon at the Health Centre,
upstairs in the Palmer room.
There will be seating for 20 which will be pre-booked. A booking form will be available mid
January, from reception or the Health Centre website
http://www.sonningcommonhealthcentre.co.uk/ or email PPG schcppg@gmail.com
There will be two speakers at each event who will speak for 15 minutes each, then an hour or so
for the audience to ask questions. Tea, coffee, cake and biscuits would follow.
The sessions will start at 2 pm and finish at 4 pm
Tuesday 26th February 2019
Kate Hampton from Dementia Oxfordshire, and Diana Beveridge who spent several years
as a one to one carer.
Tuesday 26th March 2019
Jane Varghese, a Dietician, and Marilyn or Sonia from Abbeycrest Care Home.
Tuesday 30th April 2019
Esther Ramsay-Jones from Sue Ryder, and an Admiral Nurse from The Orders of
St John Care Trust.

Local Tai Chi Classes
Debbie Page has been running Tai Chi classes since 2006. Trained by the well respected
Chinese Internal Arts Association, Debbie has 3 Chen style classes running in the area. Open to
everyone and suitable for all whatever your level of fitness, classes are run on a pay as you go
basis. Please feel free to contact Debbie (debbiepage1961@gmail.com or 07802347943) if you
have any questions.
Monday 11am-12 noon
Diamond Jubilee Pavilion
The Hamlet,
Gallowstree Common
£6 per session

Tuesday 9.30am-10.30am
Kidmore End War Memorial Hall
Reades Lane, Sonning Common
£6 per session

Thursday 11.30am-12.30pm
Christ the King Hall
Sedgewell Rd
Sonning Common
£4 per session
Part of the Go Active Gold project run by
SODC
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Kidmore End Cricket Club
With the weather being
decidedly unsuitable for
cricket, Kidmore End CC is
getting ready for the 2019
season and the club is on the
look-out for new players,
spectators and supporters.
Members of the parish who
regularly visit the ground will
have noticed that even in the
closed season the recreation
ground is still well maintained
so that we can claim one of
the most picturesque cricket
grounds in the Thames Valley.
The club plays senior cricket
in the Thames Valley Cricket
League, meaning that we
travel as far east as Kew and
as far west as Newbury, and
all ports in between! The
junior teams play in the
Berkshire Youth Cricket
League and we have boys’
teams at U9, U11, U13 and
U15 along with a thriving girls’
section with teams at U11 and
U13 level.
We were re-designated with
ECB Clubmark status in 2017
which means that the ECB
recognises that we are a ‘safe,
effective and child friendly’
club. As a member of
Kidmore End CC you are
guaranteed that we have a
base level of quality in all
areas of Health and Safety,
Child Welfare and Protection.
The club also actively
Mark New

encourages young cricketers
to make the transition from
junior and school cricket to
senior club cricket.
In achieving Clubmark status
we are also recognised as
having a proven track record
in administration, player and
facility development. The
Clubmark award recognises
the professionalism and our
excellent conduct across
many different areas of junior
cricket.
We would welcome any new
players of any age or ability to
join and play in any of our
three senior Saturday League
teams or our Sunday XI who
play friendly fixtures against
local clubs. Young players are
equally welcome to come
along as well.
Pre-season training for 2019
will take place for the juniors
at Shiplake College on a
Saturday afternoon, starting
on the first weekend in March
2019 and ending eight weeks
later. The seniors practise on
a Monday evening from 8.15
pm to 9.30 pm at The Oratory
School. The sessions are run
by our qualified coaching
team. Training moves outside
in mid-April for all club
members with sessions
running on a Friday evening
for the juniors and Thursday
evening for the seniors.

Senior matches will start in
mid April and the League
season starts in early May.
The Junior League season
starts at the end of April and
runs until July. Full details of
fixtures for all the Kidmore
End teams are to be found on
the club website. For more
information, please contact
club captains James Frost
(07971 560981) or Chris
Pigden (07976 292805). For
further details on junior cricket
please contact Guy Cox
(07771 930916) or Jules Cook
(07717 000761).

You will be given a warm
welcome at the Gallowstree
Common ground if you come
along on a match day so
please do come along and see
us. Further information on the
club can be found on the
club’s website:
http://kidmoreendcc.co.uk/
You can also follow us on
Twitter and find us on
Facebook.
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War Memorial News
November 2018 was a very poignant month, where we
as a nation commemorated the 100th anniversary of the
end of the First World War. Many parishioners
commemorated this time in their own ways, and I have
included some pictures from around the parish. In
addition to the service by the war memorial and the
church service, the tractor boys marked the day with
their Remembrance Day Tractor Run.
I felt humbled and proud to be asked to lay the wreath
at the war memorial on behalf of Kidmore End Parish. A good proportion of our parish attended
this service, where we were able to take time to think
and reflect.
Our local historian, Mike Willoughby, held an excellent
informative and very interesting exhibition at the Fire
Station Gallery in Henley. Mike has spent many years
investigating the men and boys from Henley and the
surrounding villages who fell in the Great War. Mike
now has some fascinating pictures of the original
wooden plaque that was replaced in 1922 by our current
stone war memorial.
Now to update you about what is happening to the war
memorial in the churchyard at St John’s. I was
approached last year by Ray Clayton, whose uncles
Lewis and Walter Novell, died during World War I. Both
of these men are commemorated on our war memorial
and Ray would like their names corrected to Novell,
rather than Novel. Lewis went to France on 20 July
2015 and was killed in action on 25 March 1917, aged
22. His brother, Walter, was killed in action on 29
August 1918 aged 31. Research by Mike and Ray
confirms that the surname of these men has been spelt
incorrectly. Kidmore End Parish Council has asked local
stonemasons to insert 2 extra ‘ls’, and to fix one of the lead letters from the inscription. This work
will be carried out in the spring when it is warm enough for the stonemason to work with lead. I will
be updating you on this work in 2019.
Caroline Aldridge

News from South Chiltern Choral Society
Our Christmas concerts (on 8 and 9 Dec at Chiltern Edge School) were packed out and well
received - it was a huge pleasure for us to sing such lovely music. The Hill Primary School Choir
were amazing and so were the instrumentalists (harp, flute, oboe, percussion and piano). Special
mention to Alex Pullen, the BBC Young Musician of the Year 2018 percussion finalist who provided
a mesmerising performance. We raised almost £2,000 for our 2018 charity, Home-Start, at the
concerts thanks to the generosity of our audiences.
Our Spring concert is on Sat 27 April 2019 at the Sheldonian Theatre Oxford where we will be
performing Elgar's Dream of Gerontius together with the Wantage Choral Society and St Giles
Orchestra.
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Play Area News: New Play House for Kidmore End
Sue Biggs has been successful in obtaining a grant from
Councillor Kevin Bulmer to cover the cost of a new play
house for the Kidmore End Play Area. As many of you
know, the old play house has seen better days, and has
had to be closed because the floor was no longer safe.
The Parish Council thought that it was time to replace the
current playhouse with a new one.
Children in the Foundation class at Kidmore End Primary
School were asked to choose their favourite play house
and, after much deliberation, chose a fantastic play house
with lots of potential for creative play (pictured here).
We hope to get the new play house in situ in the new year.
When we know when the play house is arriving, we will
organise another clean-up day for Kidmore End. Thank
you to all those who helped to tidy up the Kidmore End
play area in November.
Caroline Aldridge

Good News for Residents in Chalkhouse Green
After all the road closures during the year, we are delighted to inform you that the fibre-enabled
cabinet Kidmore End 12, delivered by the Better Broadband for Oxfordshire programme, is now
live.
Kidmore End Cabinet 12:
Located: Standing outside Orchard Hill, Chalkhouse Green Road, Reading RG4 9AH
Went live: 13/11/2018
Serves 9 postcodes:

RG4 9AA RG4 9AE RG4 9AJ
RG4 9AB RG4 9AG RG4 9AL
RG4 9AD RG4 9AH RG4 9AN

Please note that improved broadband services are not turned on automatically. To access fibreenabled broadband, contact your chosen ISP or use comparison sites to find available packages.
There is a list of ISPs on the Better Broadband for Oxfordshire website:
http://www.betterbroadbandoxfordshire.org.uk/cms/content/broadband-providers
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Kidmore End CE (VA) Primary School
Remembrance
For many people, this year’s Remembrance Day was particularly
significant, as it marked the 100th anniversary of the end of World War One. For people of my
generation, war has featured in the memories of grandparents and stories shared of evacuation
and wartime weddings, or in my Grandfather’s case, playing football for the Black Watch. These
strong links with the reality of war are becoming more fragile for our children, and yet when
included in our teaching they are fascinated and eager to connect with true stories of ordinary
people doing extraordinary things.

In school this year, we ensured that every class had the opportunity to learn a little about World
War One, in an age-appropriate way. Some excellent materials were produced to support this,
particularly from the BBC. Children across the school made poppies from different materials,
which we put together in a new display in the Learning Zone to mark this significant anniversary.
It was lovely to see so many children bringing their parents in to admire the display and show
them their part in it.
On Friday 9 November we came together as a school to remember those who died in war, and to
look forward to a more peaceful future. The children kept the silence beautifully, showing great
respect throughout. They were also very interested
in the stories behind the names on the War Memorial
– we looked particularly at the Old brothers, Harvey
and Alfred, and those around the family who would
have been affected by their deaths. At the end of the
assembly we discovered that the parents of one of
our teachers live in the Old family home – another
fascinating link with the past.
After worship in school, Miss Dove and I took Year
Six over to the churchyard along with Reverend
Stickings to lay poppies on the Commonwealth War
Graves and the War Memorial. Again the children
showed great interest in the stories behind the
names, and we are very grateful to Mike Willoughby
for his book which has photos and information on each of the names on the memorial.
It was lovely to see so many families at the Act of Remembrance at Kidmore End on Sunday 11
November, and I know many more families will have been attending other services. Many
children were representing uniformed organizations such as Cubs and Brownies. Thank you
particularly to Toby and Gemma who helped me lay the wreath as our youngest and oldest pupils.
Two of our families attended the Oxfordshire Remembers service at Christ Church Cathedral in
Oxford, where again the names of the fallen from Kidmore End were represented in a Garden of
Remembrance created in the Quad.
We have talked a lot in school about commemorating, not celebrating, this significant anniversary,
and I think the children have really embraced this idea. They understood the concept of
expressing hope for peace in the future, and hopefully through continuing to learn about the
causes and consequences of war as they move through school will be better equipped as our
next generation of leaders to make a more peaceful world.
We turn our attention now to Christmas, and began our celebrations with the Kidmore End
Christmas Fair. It was, as always, a huge team effort, which transformed school into full festive
mode. There was lots to eat and drink, many prizes to be won for young and old alike, and a
continued on page 11
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A Message from Oxfordshire Fire & Rescue Service
All it takes is one distraction.
Did you know that 1 in 3 people rescued from house fires in Oxfordshire are rescued from cooking
fires? Or that distraction is the main cause of cooking fires?
It's easy to get distracted - the phone rings, someone's at the door or a TV show catches your
attention. If you need to leave your cooking, even for a couple of minutes:



turn down the heat



set the timer



or ask someone to watch it for you

Or you could find that Oxfordshire Fire & Rescue Service firefighters join you for dinner!
Find out more at: www.365alive.co.uk/cooking

Kidmore End CE (VA) Primary School

From page 10

lovely community atmosphere which is always a delight to behold. An enormous thank you to all
members of KESA, to the children who opened the fair beautifully with their singing, and to our
many friends in the church who crafted and collected over the past months to add even more great
stalls to the fair. Before November was done we also fitted in our School Choir’s visit to the Big
Christmas Sing in Oxford Town Hall, where we were very proud of all the children including those
brave enough to sing solos – well done Jonty and Sophie.
We marked the start of Advent on Sunday 2 December with a lovely Christingle service in Church.
50 Christingles were made in school before the service, thanks to all the children who came along
and helped their parents follow the instructions. James’ home-made Christingle, complete with
indoor firework, was a sight to behold and church looked beautiful with all the Christingles lit and
the lights dimmed. We raised over £150 for the Children’s Society and more importantly again
brought our community together in reflection and celebration. Back in school we decorated our
Christmas tree with home-made decorations, and are now deep into rehearsals for nativity plays,
preparations for Christmas dinner and choosing favourite carols for our school service on the last
day of term.
Everyone at Kidmore End CE School wishes our friends and neighbours a very Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year.
Linda Hull

Headteacher
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Visit to Drayton Depot, Oxfordshire Highways on 6 Oct 2018
I had a wet, but fascinating visit to see how the Oxfordshire roads are maintained, to meet the
road crews and to see how new tech is revolutionising the way roads and gullies are maintained.
First we were introduced to the hot tar repository, which holds 20 tons of hot tar. This is ordered
the previous night, and refilled several times a day. 40-50 tons are used every day to patch the
roads. Hot tar is used during the day. Other methods are used at night when temperatures are
cooler. There is a new method being used for minor patching, where the tar edges are sealed
with cold tar. In the past, new patches were sealed with hot tar, but this method is now obsolete
because it was causing motorbikes to slip, and potentially causing crashes and injury. By sealing
the edges, water ingress is reduced, thus reducing the fail rate of new patches. There are 6 teams
repairing 410 of highway defects every day. So far in 2018, 34,000 potholes have been repaired.
The technology used in gully emptying is extraordinary. Remote sensing, GPS, and microcamera technology are all used to find, identify and label defects under the ground, thus enabling
efficient and cost-effective repair. Six gully tankers clean 121,000 gullies and manholes in
Oxfordshire.
I was very keen to see how the salt is stored. Unfortunately, the depot is undergoing major
refurbishments, so the salt was being stored in the open. The foundations of the new salt barn
have been poured, and the barn will be erected by December. I did see the new fleet of gritters;
£1 million has been spent. There are 27 gritters, treating 1920 km of the road network.
There is a new method, introduced from Germany, for ensuring that manhole covers remain flat
with the highway surface. This is called pacopatch, and 2 teams carry out the permanent repairs
to problem gullies and manholes. The failure rate using this new method is very low compared
with the traditional method.
There were 2 demonstrations of new machinery, the Dragon Patcher and the Line Painting and
Road Studs truck. The latter machine was able to drill holes in the road surface and suck up the
debris, ready for the new road stud (a modified cat’s eye). This was inserted by hand, then sealed
into the road using hot tar supplied by the truck. The Dragon Patcher showed how patches of
road are quickly patched. The road surface is heated
up before hot tar is applied, then chippings are
applied, and the whole area is rolled. The Dragon
Patcher just moves backwards and forwards several
times, then rolls on to the next patch.
The one demonstration that relied on oldfashioned craftsmanship involved one of the
teams responsible for line painting. The paint is
heated to 200 °C before use. It sets almost
immediately upon contact with the road surface.
A typical manual line painting machine, similar to
the ones used on school playing fields, was used
to apply yellow lines, but white arrows are painted
using a combination of measuring and the use of
a chalk covered plumb line to make the edges.
The white paint is poured from a metal jug and
applied to the road surface using a tool with a
square template. Somehow, the team manages
to make a point using this tool.
The old tarmac removed from the roads is recycled in the depot. Old tarmac, some of it
contaminated with carcinogenic compounds, is used as a foundation for new road surfaces.
Caroline Aldridge
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KEPC Winter Plan
Grit Bins at:

 Junction of Wood Lane and Horsepond Road, Gallowstree Common
 Junction of Rokeby Drive and Tokers Green Lane, Tokers Green
 On Chalkhouse Green Road between junction of Tanners Lane and Chalkhouse Green
Lane.

 On Kidmore Lane between Kidmore End and Sonning Common

 On Tokers Green Lane, between Kidmore End and Tokers Green
Support for Vulnerable Parishioners
The aim would be to:
1. Have a system within the parish to support vulnerable parishioners to get essential
foodstuffs, prescriptions and, if required, transport to doctor’s surgery in Sonning Common.
2. Have a group of co-ordinators, who will have a list of parishioners with 4-wheel drives/winter
tyres willing to support vulnerable parishioners as above.

3. Personal details of residents would not be given out. This is a voluntary service and cannot
guarantee that all requests will be met. The volunteers carrying out the tasks in support of
this plan do so as their own risk.
4. The contact details of the co-ordinators are:
Sue Biggs – 0118 9723456
Jane O'Sullivan - 07725790838
Jane Williams – 0118 9722166

Ana & Simon O’Reilly – 07540567408 / 07793808544 or anasilvaoreilly@gmail.com
And now our request for help - could anyone who feels that they would like to help and has a 4
wheel drive car or winter tyres please contact the parish clerk at clerk@kepc.co.uk. Thank you.
Clearing snow from a road, path or cycleway
You can clear snow and ice from pavements yourself. It’s unlikely that you’ll be sued or held
responsible if someone is injured on a path or pavement if you’ve cleared it carefully.
When you clear snow and ice:

 do it early in the day - it’s easier to move fresh, loose snow
 don’t use water - it might refreeze and turn to black ice
 use salt if possible - it will melt the ice or snow and stop it from refreezing overnight (but
don’t use the salt from salting bins as this is used to keep roads clear)

 you can use ash and sand if you don’t have enough salt - it will provide grip underfoot
 pay extra attention when clearing steps and steep pathways - using more salt may help
Council gritting
You can find out which roads and pavements your council grits in icy or snowy weather at:
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/salting-gritting-and-snow-clearance
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Interested in Becoming a Parish Councillor?
The Parish Council is hoping that there may be some parishioners out there who would consider
joining them to help keep things running smoothly in our beautiful rural parish.
Councillors can choose to get involved in a variety of areas: for example, planning, transport,
traffic, allotments, and this newsletter, to name a few. There is more information on the parish
website, www.kepc.info, and if you browse the About Us tab, you will get a feel for the range of
the parish’s responsibilities. The councillors are all volunteers and training is available.
Council meetings are held on the penultimate Wednesday of the month in the Parish Room,
starting at 8 pm. All are welcome so feel free to come along and see what goes on. The next two
meetings will be on 23 January and 20 February, the agenda will be posted on the website ahead
of each meeting.
If you are 18, you are an elector of this parish or you work or live in (or within 3 miles of) this
parish, and you are a British/Commonwealth/EU citizen then you may be eligible.
It would be wonderful to have some new faces round the table. If you would like more information,
please contact any councillor (contact details are on the website) or get in touch with Sue Biggs at
Chairman@kepc.info.

Community Speedwatch is Coming to the Parish
Traffic speed through the parish has been a cause of concern for some time and on 27 October
2018, three Parish Councillors met with PCSO Janice Smith, to learn about Community
Speedwatch.
Community Speedwatch is a traffic speed monitoring
scheme. It is coordinated by Thames Valley Police with
Parish Councils and is run by volunteers in the community.
Thames Valley Police train and equip the volunteers to use
a speed indicator device.
Suitable locations for monitoring speed are selected from
sites suggested by the community, based on where there is
most local concern about speeding traffic and its impact.
Two volunteers are needed to operate the device, however,
it is best practice to have three volunteers for each
Speedwatch session. The sessions last for no more than
an hour. Volunteers record the details of vehicles which
have been driving too fast i.e. above 35 mph in a 30 mph zone, or above 25 mph in a 20 mph
zone. Speedwatch can only operate in areas where the speed limit is no more than 40 mph.
The recorded information is then sent to the police and entered into the Speedwatch database,
which automatically generates warning letters to the offending vehicle owners. Details of repeat
offenders are sent to Roads Policing, who may take further action.
If you would like to volunteer to join the Speedwatch team, please email the clerk, Mr Penfold, at
clerk@kepc.info for further information.
Each Speedwatch session will only last for about an hour, so if you do volunteer to help, you will
not be expected to volunteer for the whole day!
Thank you.
Caroline
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Sonning Common Health Centre Patient Participation Group
(PPG)
The PPG is a small group of active and helpful patient volunteers from Sonning Common Health
Centre. We provide a link between patient and staff to improve it’s health care provision and
environment to mutual benefit.
The role of the PPG is to be a 'critical friend' to the practice. We are there to gain information
about responsiveness and quality of services, from a patient perspective, therefore being able to
provide informed insight back to the practice.
The PPG are also present to encourage patients to take greater responsibility for their own
health and their family’s health; this is done by organising health promotion events in
consultation with the Health Centre and improving health literacy available to patients.
The Sonning Common Health Centre PPG will communicate and research regularly with the
patient and practice users about current Health Centre issues and advances as well as any other
concerns or recommendations they may have. This helps us to optimise knowledge of the
patient population and make sure they are as informed as possible. In turn we can then help
make their whole Health Care experience as efficient as possible.
Sonning Common Health Centre was rated Outstanding after its last Care Quality Commission
visit. We are very proud to say we are one of only 6% practices in the country to receive this
rating. And, in a recent patient satisfaction survey the Health Centre came 51st in the country
out of 7,901 practices. The PPG are here to help the practice continue to provide the best
service it can and hopefully improve on this already amazing ranking.
If you have any feedback or comments please don't hesitate in getting in touch - we would
appreciate hearing from you via the communication links below.
The PPG is currently looking for new members to help it fulfil its role. If you are interested in
joining Sonning Common Health Centre PPG, or have any questions or feedback for us, please
do get in contact either via the website's “Contact Us” link
at http://www.sonningcommonhealthcentre.co.uk via our email
address schcppg@gmail.com or directly at the Health Centre on a PPG contact form which is
held in reception.

£2,247 Raised for our Local Community First Responders!
A small team of us put on a jacket potato lunch in Sonning Common Village Hall on 31 October to
raise funds for this valuable local service run
entirely by volunteers.
72 people sat down to jacket potatoes with a
choice of filling followed by fresh fruit, tea and
coffee. First Responders Chris Brook and Sue
Abbott gave a talk and demonstration of their
equipment, including their recently purchased
emergency lifting cushion which was bought by
locally raised funds.

So, a big 'thank you' to all who came to the
lunch, bought raffle tickets and items from Peter
Rickards’ wood turning stall and, in particular, the donors of substantial sums, which really boosted
the final amount raised. Sums such as this really demonstrate how much we value the services of
these dedicated volunteers.
Sue Nickson
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Local Weather Report: Autumn 2018
Average
Minimum
Temperature

Average
Maximum
Temperature

Rainfall
Totals

Highest

C

F

C

F

mm

in

mm

in (day)

September

9.1

48

19.5

67

42

1.7

19

0.7 (22nd)

October

6.9

44

15.2

59

57

2.2

23

0.9 (13th)

November

4.9

41

10.6

51

74

2.9

13

0.5 (27th)

173

6.8

Rainfall - 3 months to end November 2018

The warm dry summer continued into September, where we had a maximum temperature over
20C/68F on 16 days, with rain falling only on 6 days. The average maximum temperatures in
October and November were very similar to last year but the average minimum temperature in
October was 2.5C/4.5F lower.
The total rainfall was also similar to 2017, there were four days which recorded more than
13mm/0.5in. October 14 and 15 were very wet with a total of 41mm/1.6in of rain falling in 36 hours,
which is more than 70% of the total rainfall for the month.
The first frost was on 24 September, about 10 days earlier than normal. The first sub-zero
temperature was on 30 October which was also the first significant frost (i.e. when I had to scrape
my car). There were three sub-zero temperatures in October and November.

Highest and Lowest temperatures for 3 months to May 2018
Lowest

Highest

C

F (day)

C

F (day)

September

1.7

35 (22nd)

25.2

77 (3rd)

October

-2.5

27.5 (13th)

22.9

73 (10th)

November

-2.6

27 (21st)

14.8

59 (14th)

Chris Brook
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Gardening
I wonder what difficulties and conundrums the New Year will bring gardeners.
2018 will stay with many of us as the summer without end. No spring, a
colourful autumn and at the time of writing, a dark and wet winter.
Many lawns have still not recovered after the drought last year, but fingers
crossed that they will recover this spring. The best way to ensure good lawn
health is to get your mower serviced now, before spring arrives. Rake your
lawns to remove debris, thatch, and any leaves that escaped the final clean up
in December. When the grass starts to grow, mow with raised blades. Compacted areas, and
areas that are still yellow/brown, should be aerated using a garden fork. This will allow air and
moisture to the roots. All lawns need feeding in order to maintain vigour, and there are many
proprietary fertilizers that feed and weed your lawn in the spring. Apply fertiliser and moss killer
during fine weather in mid to late March. In early April, lightly rake out dead moss. Either compost
this if there is not too much, or leave it for the birds to collect; lots of nest building will be going on!
If your grass sward seems thin, lightly over-seed and lightly top dress with a mixture of 3 parts
loam: 6 parts sharp sand: 1 part peat substitute.
Now that the lawns are sorted out, it is time to give your borders a boost.
The winter rains will have leached out nutrients, so apply a slow release fertilizer following
manufacturers instructions. It is also a good time to mulch the borders using homemade compost
or composted leaf mould. You will have to time this application, because the mulch will prevent
moisture percolating down to the roots as well as preventing evaporation from the soil. March
would possibly be a good time, but if spring is early then you would be able to do this job in
February. I know that it seems strange to think about conserving water at the moment, but
previous years indicate that there may be times during the coming months when there will be no
substantial rainfall! The gardening motto is ‘Be prepared’.
On warm days, start weeding. Removing weeds before they set seed will save lots of time in the
coming months. Don’t forget to dead head winter-flowering pansies. Keep an eye out for slugs
and snails and treat as appropriate. These pests particularly enjoy the first shoots of spring. You
know where your hostas and delphiniums are, so stay vigilant. Don’t forget to fertilise your spring
bulbs while they are in growth, so that new buds are made for next spring.
Last year was a good year for tomatoes and salad crops. Who knows what will grow well in 2019.
Plastic seems to be getting a very bad press at the moment, but there are biodegradable films
which can be used in place of black plastic to warm the soil up and suppress weeds. I have used
these successfully with onions, garlic, leeks, tomatoes and courgettes, all planted as sets or
plants. The film biodegrades over the growing season and does not leave toxic residues in the
soil. However, if you are sowing seeds, sow in straight lines so you know exactly which seedlings
are weeds and which ones are your crop. It is easy to hoe in between the rows to kill off weed
seedlings. It takes years to be able to identify which seedlings you want, and which ones are
weeds.
Happy gardening!
Caroline Aldridge

Hire the Diamond Jubilee Pavilion

The pavilion can be rented throughout the week. At a
rate of £12 per hour. The pavilion is suitable for children's parties, wedding receptions, fitness or
other classes and a host of other activities Please contact Mr Penfold on 0118 947 3130 or go to
Diamond Jubilee Pavilion for further information or to make a booking

Newsletter
Winter 2018/19

Useful Numbers and Contacts
Thames Valley Police, non emergency
101
emergency
999
website
www.thamesvalley.police.uk
Crime Stoppers (anonymous)
Victim Support

0800 555 111
01865 751511

Winter 2018/19

SODC

Parish Council Meetings:

ORCC Directory of Transport Schemes
email

23 January 2019
20 February 2019
20 March 2019
at 8pm in Kidmore End Parish Room
including 10 minutes public session.

email: info@southoxon.gov.uk 01235 422422
Open:

Mon-Thu
Fri

8.30 am - 5.00 pm
8.30 am - 4.30 pm

01865 883433
orc@oxonrcc.org.uk

Oxfordshire Rural Community Council,
Jericho Farm, Worton, Oxon OX29 4SZ
Oxfordshire Highways

0845 310 1111
www.oxfordshirehighways.org

Fix my Street

http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk

Parish Councillors
Parish Council Chairman
Clerk to the Council

Sue Biggs
Roger Penfold
email

chairman@kepc.info
0118 947 3130
clerk@kepc.info

30 Venetia Close, Emmer Green, Reading RG4 8UG

Friends of Sonning Common Library
Application form

http://www.kepc.info/
news.php#foscl-application

District Councillor
Rob Simister (robert.simister@southoxon.gov.uk)

01491 576352

County Councillor
Kevin Bulmer (kevin.bulmer@oxfordshire.gov.uk)

07803 005680

Citizens Advice Bureau

03444 111444

Please phone for an appointment (Henley & Woodcote)
Henley appt:
Mon, Tue, Thu 10 - 3pm; Wed 2 - 6pm;
Fri 10 - 1pm
Telephone advice: Mon, Tue, Wed 10 - 6pm; Thu 10 - 6.30pm; Fri 10 - 4pm

Services also available at: (call above number for an appointment)
Woodcote Community Centre (Old School House)

CAB (Henley) website

10 - 11am (Fridays)

www.caox.org.uk/henley

Kidmore End Parish Room
Bookings: Guy Johnson

07920 100065

Diamond Jubilee Pavilion at Gallowstree Common
Bookings: Roger Penfold
0118 947 3130
Newsletter/Website
Contributions
Are we missing your club or society?
Would you like to see their activities
listed in the Newsletter? Do you have
any news items or pictures for the
Parish?
If you would like to contribute to the
next edition, or to the website we’d be
delighted to hear from you. Articles
can be sent to editor of the editorial
board or directly to the website
webmaster
The closing date for the next edition is
15 Mar 2019.

Kidmore End Memorial Hall
Bookings: Debbie Page

07802 347943

Newsletter Editorial Board

Caroline Aldridge (Editor) (editor@kepc.info )

0118 972 3700

Andy Miros

0118 972 1001

Jackie Russell

0118 972 2214

Ana Silva O’Reilly (webmaster)
Parish Council website
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E-mail: nbar@henleycol.ac.uk

