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Chairman's Report
IMPORTANT NEWS THAT COULD IMPACT THE PARISH BOUNDARY WITH READING
In the last newsletter I mentioned that development pressures in our part of the world were mounting, with
developers applying to build on land in Tokers Green and on neighbouring land in Emmer Green and Sonning
Common, and with new uncertainty about the future of Reading Golf Club.
There has been no respite since then and events have now taken an unexpected turn, and not in a good way.
You may recall that SODC are in the process of deciding where in South Oxfordshire they think new houses,
retail and employment should be located up until 2033, and the infrastructure
required to support it (the ‘Emerging Local Plan’). This has been in development ...proposed housing sites…
for over 3 years and sites in Culham, Wheatley, Berinsfield and Chalgrove
Reading Golf Club and
Airfield were being proposed for housing development.
Palmer’s Riding Stables.
SODC have now informed us that they are reviewing the Plan and will reassess
the proposed housing sites. They will be considering, amongst other
Inside this issue:
sites, two new sites in our parish: Reading Golf Club and Palmer’s
Riding Stables.
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Both sites are on the parish boundary and have serious implications
for the countryside within the parish. There is a risk of sprawl moving
towards all the villages, in the first instance Chalkhouse Green.
However, the impact on all the infrastructure in the parish would be
significant as the possible number of houses at Reading Golf Club is
450. Palmer’s Riding Stables is a smaller site, but still quite large.
The Parish Council are very concerned and held a special meeting to
discuss this on 6 June. We have written to SODC firmly stating the
Council’s strong objections to both these sites being included in the
emerging Local Plan. You can see the letter here,
https://www.kepc.info/2018/06/13/letter-sent-from-kepc-to-leader-ofsodc-regarding-the-update-of-the-emerging-local-plan/
If you would like to put your views to SODC I
would urge you to write to our District Councillor

continued on page 2
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Robert Simister and/or to Adrian Duffield, Head of Planning at SODC. Individual letters will carry
the most weight. The address is South Oxfordshire District Council, 135 Eastern Avenue, Milton
Park, Milton, OX14 4SB.
You can also email them, Robert.Simister@southoxon.gov.uk and
adrian.duffield@southandvale.gov.uk. Or if you prefer, you can leave your comments in a
comments box on the Parish Council website. We will then forward the comments to the lead
planning officer.
If you are concerned about this matter, please make your views known to SODC in one way or
another. It is extremely important that those in authority hear not just the views of the developers
but also the views of those who will be affected by their decisions.
Information on the emerging Local Plan can be found at http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/servicesand-advice/planning-and-building/planning-policy/emerging-local-plan
Planning Applications
A planning application has been submitted for a change of land use to residential from agricultural
on the boundary with Reading, near to Tokers Green. P18/S1522/0.
The application includes a suggestion of 39 houses.
Local Large Planning Appeals

 Eye and Dunsden - P16/S3630/O
This is the application by Gladman for 245 houses on land next to Emmer Green, which abuts
the Kidmore End parish boundary. This appeal started on 1 May and was adjourned to 29
August 2018. The campaign group CAGE is continuing to meet to discuss this application and
will also be looking at the implications of the updated emerging Local Plan.

 Sonning Common, land off Kennylands Road – P16/S3142/O
This land also abuts the Kidmore End boundary. We are still awaiting the decision on this
appeal.

 Tokers Green, land on west side of Tokers Green Lane – P17/2003/FUL
We understood that there was going to be an appeal however we have heard nothing further
at this time.
Neighbourhood Development Plan Update
The Steering Group has met monthly since the last update, except in May when a further meeting
was held to discuss the call for sites. The call for sites was advertised in the Henley Standard and
is on the Parish Council website. The closing date was 15 June, after which the Steering Group
will set the criteria for allocation of sites with a consultant from Locality (Locality is an organisation
that has been set up by the Government to help groups with NDPs). A sub group will complete this
work.
The Household survey was completed at the end of April and beginning of May. I would like to
thank members of the steering group who co-ordinated the survey and the volunteers from the
parish who visited every home. We had a brilliant response of 554 replies - details of the results
are in another section of the newsletter.
20 MPH speed limit in Kidmore End
The children at Kidmore End Primary School have designed some signs to encourage people to
slow down to 20mph. The School and Parish Council are considering getting
continued on page 5
some of these designs printed for the village.
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Neighbourhood Development Plan Survey Results
Thank you to everyone in the parish who took the time to complete the NDP Household Survey,
which took place in early May 2018.
We would also like to thank all the volunteers who gave up their time to deliver paper copies of the
survey to each of the 552 houses in our parish. These doorstep conversations really helped raise
awareness of the importance of the survey and we are delighted that as a result we received 550
responses from residents and good representation across the five villages.
Most of the questions in the survey asked for quantitative information relating to housing needs
and preferences and this data has been carefully analysed by village and age group. The last two
questions in the survey asked for views and comments relating to our parish overall and many
residents chose to answer these questions too. Together, this rich set of quantitative and
qualitative information will be used to guide the creation of the policies within our NDP.
More detailed information will be made available shortly, but in the meantime, here are the key
findings:

 The Kidmore End NDP survey ran from 21 April to 9 May 2018.
 28 volunteers delivered hard copies of the survey and accompanying letter to every household
in the parish.

 The survey was promoted on the parish website and via Facebook and posters were put up
around the parish and in the pubs.

 459 surveys were completed online via SurveyMonkey and 91 paper surveys were collected
and inputted by volunteers.

 Residents who are considering moving house in the next 5 years expressed the greatest need
for 3 bedroom homes, with a slightly greater need for bungalows than houses.

 In terms of preferences for future housing, the key themes are consistent with the feedback
provided at the initial community engagement events in February and showed a large degree of
consistency across the five villages and the different age groups.

 Residents favour small development sites which protect the rural and small community feel of
the parish.

 Residents feel strongly about the beautiful countryside surrounding our villages and want to
protect the village and parish boundaries.

 Respondents feel that consideration should be given to the impact of new developments on
local roads (traffic volume, speed, state of repair).
Respondents also expressed concern for the pressure that any significant development might put
on existing local infrastructure and amenities (and particularly facilities such as the Health Centre
in Sonning Common).
Thank you once again for supporting the NDP process. More detailed data from the survey will be
made available in the coming weeks. See website for more details www.kepc.info
NDP Steering Committee
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The Parish Church
This article is being written in Whitsuntide, Whit
Sunday (50 days after Easter) being the great
festival of the Holy Spirit, one of the chief feast days
of the Church’s year. As such, it should have been
mentioned in the Spring issue of the Kidmore End
News. (Apologies NS!)
As for Easter, a large congregation was present for
the morning service at St John’s where, despite the
rather damp conditions, the churchyard looked splendid. Inside the church the floral arrangements
were as lovely as we have come to expect but hopefully, not take for granted. Our thanks to all
concerned for their efforts inside and outside.
Preceding Easter, during Lent, three lunches were organised at Christ the King in support of local
charities. Not only were the lunches much enjoyed, they were very successful, raising a total of
£1076 – gratefully received by the various charities. Well done all concerned!
Following last year’s enjoyable event, another spring concert was arranged but, because of snow,
it had to be cancelled. Much better weather prevailed in April however, and the audience enjoyed
“Spring Serenade”, a collection of duets for soprano and recorder, presented by Charlotte
Broadbent and her mum, Karen – accompanied by Frances Brewitt-Taylor, our Director of Music.
We can’t have too many concerts and in May, again in St John’s, a large audience enjoyed “Our
Sweetest Songs”, a concert featuring many individuals and groups from both our churches. A
range of singers (including our Rector, James) and instrumentalists presented a varied programme
of music from Mozart to Cole Porter, classical to popular (The Bare Necessities was fun!), with the
choir singing some sacred and secular songs including The Rose and an arrangement by Frances
of Bridge Over Troubled Water.
After 60 years of Lay Ministry service in the Church of England, Morris Clegg, our Licensed Lay
Minister is retiring. To celebrate his anniversary and to mark his retirement a special service of
Evensong was held at All Saints’ Church, Peppard, on Sunday 10 June.
A year after being ordained Deacon, the Revd Stuart Morgan, our Curate, was ordained Priest, at
Dorchester Abbey on Sunday 24 June.
At Christ the King hall and garden, Sonning Common, on Saturday 18 August there will be
strawberries, cream cakes and Freda’s yummy scones! Additionally, it is hoped to have bric-abrac, books and plants/garden produce stalls. Time to be confirmed.
There will be a service of Confirmation in the Benefice on the morning of Sunday 14 October.
Anyone interested is asked to contact our Rector, James: email - Revjstickings@gmail.com
Readers wishing to know more about church news/events are invited to refer to –
Our website www.lambandflaguk.wordpress.com
The website www.achurchnearyou.com
Our church magazine: The Lamb and Flag
Our notice board at St John’s (near the entrance to the school playground)
A weekly parish newsletter provides information about church and social events.
To receive this newsletter by email, readers should subscribe (free) on our website (see above).
The link to “Weekly Parish Notices” can be found on the website’s Welcome page.

Neil Scott (On behalf of the Parochial Church Council)
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Phone Boxes
The former phone boxes are continuing to be renovated. The box in Kidmore End is now painted
and looks wonderful - any ideas for what you would like to see inside the box, please contact us by
email Chairman@kepc.info Thank you to Mr and Mrs McAslan who have painted the box.
Spring Clean
Thank you to Guy Hayne for co-ordinating the spring clean in April and for everyone who took part
and helped to make the parish a cleaner environment for everyone.
Play Areas
As the weather improves and the play areas are used more frequently, please can you make sure
that you take all your rubbish home. Please keep dogs on a lead in the Kidmore End play area.
Thank you
Road Closures
We always put road closures on the website and keep any changes updated. There were road
closures on Chalkhouse Green Road in April and another is expected in Tokers Green later in the
year. This is to help bring fibre optics to more of the villages, for better Broadband. See website
for specific dates.
Website sign up/ Personal information and General Data Protection Regulation
What’s happening and why is it important?
As you may know, the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) took effect in the UK on 25
May 2018. It replaced the law on data protection (the Data Protection Act 1998) and gives
individuals more rights and protection in how their personal data is used by organisations. Parish
councils must comply with its requirements. If you have given us your email address to get
information sent to you via the website, we will be contacting you to check that you still want to opt
in.
Parish Councillors
Currently there are 9 parish councillors from the villages around the parish. However, there are no
councillors from Gallowstree Common or Cane End currently. For more information, please
contact me at Chairman@kepc.info
Have a wonderful summer and great holidays
Sue Biggs Chairman of the Parish Council

Keeping Informed With Health Matters
You may be healthy but would still like to hear about what is happening at Sonning Common
Health Centre.
SCHC NEWSLETTER ONLINE Did you know that you can receive a copy of our newsletter
online, sent to your email address? To do this, you need to subscribe via our website. Click on
www.sonningcommonhealthcentre.co.uk and scroll down to the bottom of the homepage and click
on the button ‘subscribe to our newsletters’ and we will take care of the rest! If the surgery has
your mobile phone number you can also have a reminder that the newsletter is available online.
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Renovation of Kidmore End Phone Box
The Winter newsletter reported that we were waiting for two weeks of good weather to repair and
repaint the Kidmore End phone box. Fortunately, the good weather arrived in the last week of
May, so we were able get to work and remove 65 years of paint and rust from the top, back and
the side frames of the kiosk.
As predicted, the outer layer of paint flaked away easily, but the inner layers were much more
stubborn. After sanding away all the remaining paint, the kiosk was given one primer/undercoat
and three top coats of 'official' red
current gloss 'GPO' paint.
Fortunately, the front door had
already been renovated under
cover in January and February, so
on Thursday 7 June we were able
to re-attach the door to the kiosk
frame with three shining new brass
hinges. There is still a bit of work
to do on the side panels as some
of the glazing frames need to be
replaced, and that will be done in
July.
We have attached a historical map
of Kidmore End to the back panel.
It shows the original and current
positions of the kiosk, and
provides a timeline showing the
arrival of a telegraph facility at the
old post office in Wood Lane in
1901, to the installation of the
phone kiosk at the 'new' sub-post
office in Tokers Green Lane,
through to the kiosk being given a
new role in 2018.
Although there are no official
records, we are reasonably
confident the kiosk was initially
installed in 1950 and then moved
to its current location in 1973. If
anyone can confirm or 'refine'
these dates, we would be most
grateful.
The next stage is to agree a role
for the refurbished kiosk. There seems to be growing consensus that its primary purpose should
be to inform and educate: to be a highly visible part of the village's historical architecture. We
welcome your thoughts on the map and information we have put in the kiosk. It is a temporary
display but could be made more permanent by mounting it on acrylic board at twice the current
scale. We also envisage the kiosk will be available as a 'pop-up' facility for use by the community.
Again, we seek your views on this idea.
Alastair & Caroline McAslan, Strathfillan, Tokers Green Lane
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Kidmore End Pre-School
Hello from the pre-school.
being thoroughly
Despite the beautiful weather
enjoyed: the staff
and the bright sun that is
have planned
shining in through my kitchen
extensive and
window, I have some sad
fabulous activities
news to impart this month.
and craft for the
Sadly, we must announce the
children. We have
closure at the end of the
been out in the garden as
academic year of our lovely
much as possible (covered in
little pre-school.
sun cream and
After 35 years,
wearing hats of
...closure of pre-school...
market forces,
course), and
low birth rates and
thoroughly enjoying being with
government funding have led
our friends. Recently, we
our Committee with deep
enjoyed a lovely walk in the
regret to this conclusion.
sun around the village and
spent time at the pond
Such sad times.
chatting to the residents. We
Nicky, the Staff, the
had a wonderful time at our
Committee and I have been
Pre-School Sports Day.
extremely moved by the kind
Having practised our races
words, comments and
and dropped many ‘eggs’ we
thoughts expressed by people
had a lovely morning tearing
as we have slowly spread our
up and down the field at the
news. So many of your
primary school. The weather
children have passed through
was very kind to us, as was
our doors, enjoying the first
the primary school, and we
steps away from home with
send our sincere thanks to
our wonderful and caring staff.
Mrs Hull and her team for
We are all devastated.
letting us borrow their field.
However, we may be down
Much needed ice pops were
but we are not out just yet.
provided at the end of the
activities by Jane who has left
Term 6 is off and running. Our
pre-school for pastures new:
topic of ‘Transport in the air’ is

we wish her lots of luck and
every success.
Our very popular ‘preparation
for big school sessions’ are
well underway on Mondays for
our older children. Nicky and
the staff have organized some
great sessions for these
children: along with our visits
to the primary school, the
children get their first taste of
what life will be like from
September, but in the comfort
and security of pre-school.
As this article goes to press,
we will be celebrating/have
celebrated our 35 years in
Kidmore End at the New Inn
on Saturday 23 June. With
apologies to T. S. Eliot, we
fully intend to go with a bang
and not a whimper, packing in
as much fun as possible along
the way and giving our
children, as always, the Best
of Times.

Best wishes Emma Hawker, Business Manager and Registrar

News From Club SC
Club SC, Sonning Common Youth Club have planned an action packed summer term. Kicking off
with a trip to the Porsche Open Day to admire some high performance cars on Saturday 9th June
and following up with many fun activities such as basketball, a sports 'day' and summer BBQs and
water fights.
Come along and join the fun on Tuesday (years 9-11) and Wednesday (years 6-8) above the
sports hall at Chiltern Edge. 7pm-9pm.
www.clubsc.co.uk, www.facebook.com/sonningcommonyouthcentre
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Royal British Legion
Alan Harris placing the original standard of
the Kidmore End British Legion Ladies
Branch in St John the Baptist church to be
laid up in perpetuity.
This standard has been kept in the church
for more than 25 years.
The Branch has now been wound up by the
Royal British Legion as part of a national
re-organisation and the newer Royal British
Legion standard will be laid up in St John
the Baptist in the Autumn, so both the old
and the newer standards will hang together
in the parish church for generations to
come.

Summer Concert 2018
The South Chiltern Choral Society has great pleasure in inviting you to ’An Evening on Broadway’
on Saturday 8th July at Queen Anne’s School, Henley Road, Caversham, RG4 6DX. The choir
will be performing songs from three of the most popular Broadway shows: Porgy and Bess, West
Side Story and Les Miserables including favourites such as Summertime (Porgy and Bess), I Feel
Pretty (West Side Story) and I Dreamed a Dream (Les Miserables).
The concert starts at 7pm but you are welcome to come along from 5pm, with your picnic hampers,
for a pre-show picnic in the beautiful grounds of the school. Refreshments will be served free of
charge in the interval. There is free parking and wheelchair access.
Tickets cost £12 (under 18s £6) and are available via the choir’s website
www.southchilternchoralsociety.org.uk or from a choir member.
South Chiltern Choral Society is a large, friendly choir that loves to sing all sorts of music –
classical, traditional, easy listening, jazz and contemporary. Based in Sonning Common, new
members are very welcome, especially tenors and basses. If you are considering joining the choir,
please have a look at its website (www.southchilternchoralsociety.org.uk) which givens more
detail.
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Kidmore End CE (VA) Primary School
At school, we have a number
of ways to ensure that children
have an appropriate input into
decisions about their learning,
behaviour and other aspects
of school life. At the start of
this school year, all the
children were invited to
contribute their views of our
three behaviour expectations,
be safe, be respectful and be
ready to learn. In classes,
these ideas were explored in
greater depth, so that children
had a clear idea of what
behaviors we expected to see
to meet these expectations.
Children in Breakfast Club and
After School Club also
contributed their ideas, so that
expectations were consistent
across the school day.
Our team of playground
buddies have an important
role to play in ensuring
‘peaceful playtimes’ and can
be recognized by their highvisibility vests (providing they
remember to wear them!)
They can lead playground
games, encourage children to
try the different activities and
find a friend for someone who
is sitting on the Buddy Bench
feeling lonely. They also led
assembly in Anti-bullying
Week in November and will be
working this term with Mrs
Watkins to review our AntiBullying Charter, to ensure
that there is a child friendly
version of our Anti-Bullying
Policy that everyone can
understand.
Children in Year Five and Six
are able to apply to be ‘digital
leaders’ in school – they
Linda Hull

Headteacher

receive training from Mrs
Bickerton at Coding Club in the
Autumn Term and then are
able to support younger
children in their computing
lessons. They also led our
school contribution to Safer
Internet Day in February,
ensuring that everyone in
school was aware of how to
keep themselves safe when
online.

Sue Biggs, the Chairman of the
Parish Council, to discuss the
Neighborhood Plan and give
their views on the development
of our village. Their next
project is to organize ‘Takeover
Day’ when pupils are able to
apply for adults’ jobs in school
and test them out for the day.
This will be part of our World of
Over the course of this year,
Work Week taking place in the
children in Year Six have also
last week of June, when
received training in becoming
children will be taking part in
Sports Leaders, using the
enterprise and personal
Playmaker Award from Sports
finance activities as well as
Leaders UK. As part of this
looking at the range of careers
they have supported the KS1
Football Tournament, led a 100 available to them and what
skills and qualifications they
Mile Run for Sport Relief
involving the whole school and might need to be successful in
the role of their choice.
this term are supporting KS1
Sports Club, leaving the
I’ll leave you with news of a
teachers rather redundant as
topic on which plenty of my
they organise activities and
pupils have something to say!
keep the younger children in
You may see a picture of our
good order! They have
Year Five children in the
enjoyed working with Mr Nutt
Henley Standard, with their
on this training and have learnt fabulous posters encouraging
some valuable lessons about
the drivers of Kidmore End to
the importance of being
stick to the 20 mph speed limit.
prepared and taking the
The whole class were
fascinated by the information
initiative.
they found on the Brake
Finally, our School Council
website on the problems with
representatives, chosen by
speeding on rural roads, and
their peers, clearly have an
by the facts about stopping
important role to play in
distances, which were very
ensuring the views of pupils
sobering. They would
are heard in our school. They
have worked with Governors in encourage you to try out the
Go 20 Quiz, available at
explaining our approach to
http://www.brake.org.uk/go20q
developing growth mindsets,
uiz/story_html5.html and find
led our Celebration Assembly
on becoming part of the Oxford out for yourselves why a
20mph speed limit is so
Diocesan Schools Trust, and
important in our village.
more recently have met with

KE Primary Year Five 20mph Speed Posters

K IDM ORE E ND P ARIS H C OU NCI L

P AGE 1 1

P AGE 1 2

I SSUE N O . 132

Kidmore End Cricket Club
With the cricket season
starting to get into full swing
life at Kidmore End Cricket
Club has certainly been busy
for the first two months of the
season. The senior teams
league season is well
underway with all three teams
finding themselves in
contention for promotion at the
time of writing. The Sunday
friendly XI has also enjoyed
good social games against
local opposition with many of
the younger players making
significant contributions with
bat and ball although the
highlight of the season so far
was Zac Leonard’s 204
against Woodcote CC.
The junior section of the club
are also enjoying positive
progress on the field and
healthy numbers of boys and
girls are attending the training
sessions which run on a
Sunday morning, Monday
evening and Tuesday evening.

They are underway with their
league programme and have
also enjoyed some success
however just as importantly
they are playing good cricket
for fun. Match reports for the
club’s teams are published
weekly in the Henley
Standard. We were also
delighted to be actively
involved in the recent Around
the Boundary family event
which was held at the
Gallowstree Common
recreation ground to raise
funds for the Playing Fields
Committee, Cricket Club and
the Chris Bevington
Foundation.
A reminder that full details of
fixtures for all the Kidmore
End teams are to be found on
the club website. For more
information, please contact
club captains James Frost
(07971560981), Chris Pigden
(07976292805) or Todd Butler
(07891703581). For further

details on junior cricket please
email: keccjuniors@gmail.com
You will be given a warm
welcome at the Gallowstree
Common ground if you come
along on a match day so
please do come along and see
us. Further information on the
club can be found on the
club’s website:
http://kidmoreendcc.co.uk/
You can also follow us on
Twitter and find us on
Facebook.

Mark New

Would You Like to Help to Produce This Newsletter?
We are looking for a volunteer who ideally has some experience with a publishing software
package to format images and text for the newsletter. You will need to insert articles deciding
whether a multi-column page may work better and make the copy easy to read. Also, where
images are involved, you may need to alter the colour/contrast/brightness and trim/reduce for best
appearance and fit.
There are 4 newsletters a year, and it takes between 2 and 4 hours to put together the layout for
each newsletter. Once the initial draft has been formatted, you will meet with the other members
of the editorial team to discuss changes. This is a fun meeting, and never lasts more than an hour.
The newsletter is usually ready for the printers on the 3rd iteration. You may require the odd 10/15
mins on occasion to make corrections and dispatch the final PDF version for printing and
uploading to the website. If you would like more information, please contact me at
editor@kepc.info or on 9723700.
Caroline
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Matters of Memory Open Day
Sonning Common Health
Centre’s Dr Sue Ronay, with
PPG members Rika Adams
and Sue Litchfield are
planning an open day for
anyone who wants to know
more about Dementia and
Alzheimer's at Sonning
Common Village Hall on
Friday 13 July from 10 am till 4
pm. It is free for everyone there is no need to be
registered with SCHC.
We have arranged for over 20
organisations to attend. They
will provide information and
advice covering a variety of
subjects from what research is
currently taking place, to what
care options are available for
those who suffer with
dementia and what local
support is available for
patients and their carers.
Short talks, with question time,
given by knowledgeable
speakers will cover topics like:
Safety implications and how
you can become a Dementia
Friend.
Thames Valley Police talking
about the Herbert Protocol.
Dementia Oxfordshire on their
role on guiding both sufferers
and carers to meet their
needs.
Refreshments will be available throughout the day. You could join in with some activities to keep
the brain active and the Notts choir group from Nottakwire will provide entertainment at
lunchtime.
A programme listing the participants and also the speakers with times will be available from mid
June. You will be able to find it at Sonning Common Health Centre (both at reception and on its
website), the Pharmacy, several shops and Sonning Common Library will have copies.
Please make a note in your diary to come along on 13 July 2018.
If you are unable to come to this event there will be information and leaflets about Dementia
available at the SC Health Centre Topic Table (entrance lobby) towards the end of June and
July.
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Local Weather Report: Spring 2018
Average
Minimum
Temperature

Average
Maximum
Temperature

Rainfall
Totals

Highest

C

F

C

F

mm

in

mm

in (day)

March

9.0

48

2.2

36

93

3.6

15

0.6 (30th)

April

14.1

57

6.7

44

55

2.2

13

0.5 (1st)

May

19.7

67

8.6

47

66

2.6

18

0.7 (29th)

214

8.4

Rainfall - 3 months to end May 2018

Meteorologically Spring starts on March 1, this year that was definitely not the First Day of Spring
as we were in the midst of ‘The Beast from The East’. In case you have forgotten, or were
fortunate enough to be out of the country, we had a run of 9 days when the night temperatures
were below zero dipping to -8.3C/17F on February 27th . There was no display of daffodils on
March 1st for St David’s Day as they were all covered by snow. In fact, March 1st was one of only
two days this year when the daytime temperature remained below zero at -1C/30F.
March was considerably cooler this year than last. The maximum temperature was only
13.5C/56F v 21.6C/71F in 2017. The average maximum and average minimum returned more to
the recent norms at 9.0C/48F and 2.2C/36F respectively.
Spring was wetter than in 2017 especially during March & April. March had double the rainfall of
2017. April 2017 was extremely dry, this year the rainfall in April was 55m/2.2in, more than 6 times
that of 2017! Once again we have ‘enjoyed’ very sharp showers of rain particularly on May 29th
(18mm/0.7in) and May 24th when 10mm/0.4in of rain fell in just over 1 hour.
The last ground frost was on April 30th – the fourth year in a row when there have been no frosts in
May.
Highest and Lowest temperatures for 3 months to May 2018
Lowest

Highest

C

F (day)

C

F (day)

March

13.5

56 (27th)

-4.7

23 (1st)

April

27.2

81 (19th)

1.3

34 (30th)

May

28.1

83 (7th)

2.0

36 (2nd)

Chris Brook

Do you have news / information which might be of interest to others in the Parish?
Let us know by emailing the editor or calling any newsletter team member
(Contact details at the bottom of page 16)
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Gardening
At last, the nights are short and the days long, leaving lots of time
for weeding and pottering about in the garden. It appears that
there was no spring this year; the garden was flung straight into
summer. Bulbs and plants, which should have flowered
sequentially one after another, all bloomed at the same time.
Spectacular, but the colour was over all too quick. I will have to
wait until next spring!
Of course, the weather conditions have resulted in some casualties
in your borders. Do not think of it as a tragedy, more of a planting
opportunity and your chance to grow that plant that you did not
have room for. I have to say that the Deutzias (Beauty bush) have bloomed magnificently this
year, if you need a suggestion. They come in pink and white, large and small, so can go at the
front or back of your border, depending on which one you buy.
Many gardeners have reported problems with their tulips this year, mostly caused by the ravages
of squirrels, rats and deer, rather than the wet conditions leading to rotted bulbs. Squirrels and
rats like to eat tulip bulbs and are quite capable of burrowing down to find them, whereas the deer
are partial to the large, sweet buds. Chicken wire over the ground deters squirrels (rats can
wriggle through), and when the tulips start growing, surround them with cut holly branches to deter
deer.
Some problems are due to your soil type. I have found that some alliums survive better in some
borders. My garden, which has some pretty heavy soil, is good for Allium christophii, which looks
like a purple firework, and a sophisticated allium, which is known as both Allium bulgaricum and
Nectaroscordum siculum subsp. bulgaricum. One of my favourite Alliums, Allium Purple
Sensation, really needs a light soil. In the right conditions, it will have lots of babies. In my garden,
I only have a dozen or so left of the several hundred that I planted originally.
I am still waiting for the baby birds to eat the aphids, the latter are multiplying at a frightening rate.
The baby birds are late, but I know that they will fledge soon [Note: Fledged blue tits arrived at the
start of June]. Lily beetles have arrived in squadrons, and conditions have suited vine weevils,
slugs and snails. The good news is that I have spotted large predators including hedgehogs and
toads.
Now for jobs to do in your garden. I have no idea about whether the summer will be dry or wet. If
it starts to feel like a drought is coming, raise the blades on your mower so that your grass stays
green for longer. Keep an eye on your vegetable patch. Remember to sow lettuces and other
salad crops sequentially. The soil is warm enough for all those summer vegetables like courgettes
and squashes. Don’t forget that August is the time to plan and plant for winter greens. Seeds may
germinate better under cover; the torrential rains will either wash seeds away, or bury them too
deep in the soil.
Keep the colour coming in your pots and borders by dead heading. Foliar feed (follow instructions
on the packet and dissolve fertilizer in a watering can and apply to the plants using a fine hose) to
boost flower power. Even when conditions are not perfect, make sure that you spend some time
sitting in your garden (even if it is under an umbrella!).
Caroline Aldridge

Hire the Diamond Jubilee Pavilion

The pavilion can be rented throughout the week. At a
rate of £12 per hour. The pavilion is suitable for children's parties, wedding receptions, fitness or
other classes and a host of other activities Please contact Mr Penfold on 0118 947 3130 or go to
Diamond Jubilee Pavilion for further information or to make a booking

Newsletter
Summer 2018

Useful Numbers and Contacts
Thames Valley Police, non emergency
101
emergency
999
website
www.thamesvalley.police.uk
Crime Stoppers (anonymous)
Victim Support

0800 555 111
01865 751511

Spring 2018

SODC

Parish Council Meetings:

ORCC Directory of Transport Schemes
email

18 July 2018
19 September 2018
24 October 2018

email: info@southoxon.gov.uk 01235 422422
Open:

Mon-Thu
Fri

8.30 am - 5.00 pm
8.30 am - 4.30 pm

01865 883433
orc@oxonrcc.org.uk

Oxfordshire Rural Community Council,
Jericho Farm, Worton, Oxon OX29 4SZ

(no meeting in August)

Oxfordshire Highways

0845 310 1111
www.oxfordshirehighways.org

at 8pm in Kidmore End Parish Room
including 10 minutes public session.

Fix my Street

http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk

Parish Councillors
Parish Council Chairman
Clerk to the Council

Sue Biggs
Roger Penfold
email

chairman@kepc.info
0118 947 3130
clerk@kepc.info

30 Venetia Close, Emmer Green, Reading RG4 8UG

Friends of Sonning Common Library
Application form

http://www.kepc.info/
news.php#foscl-application

District Councillor
Rob Simister (robert.simister@southoxon.gov.uk)

01491 576352

County Councillor
Kevin Bulmer (kevin.bulmer@oxfordshire.gov.uk)

07803 005680

Citizens Advice Bureau

03444 111444

Services available at 32 Market Place, Henley
Drop-in service - Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri 10 - 1pm; Wed 3 - 6pm
Pre-booked appointments - Mon, Tue, Thu 10 - 4pm; Wed 3 - 6pm; Fri 10 - 4pm
Telephone advice - Mon, Tue, Wed 10 - 6pm; Thu 10 - 6.30pm; Fri 10 - 4pm

Services also available at: (call above number for an appointment)
Watlington Parish Office (Old School Place)
Woodcote Community Centre (Old School House)

CAB (Henley) website

www.caox.org.uk/henley

Kidmore End Parish Room
Bookings: Paula Beville
Newsletter/Website
Contributions
Are we missing your club or society?
Would you like to see their activities
listed in the Newsletter? Do you have
any news items or pictures for the
Parish?
If you would like to contribute to the
next edition, or to the website we’d be
delighted to hear from you. Articles
can be sent to editor of the editorial
board or directly to the website
webmaster
The closing date for the next edition is
7 Sep 2018.

10 - 11am (Thursdays)
10 - 11am (Fridays)

0118 972 2247

Diamond Jubilee Pavilion at Gallowstree Common
Bookings: Roger Penfold
0118 947 3130
Kidmore End Memorial Hall
Bookings: Debbie Page

07802 347943

Newsletter Editorial Board

Caroline Aldridge (Editor) (editor@kepc.info )

0118 972 3700

Andy Miros

0118 972 1001

Jackie Russell

0118 972 2214

Shelia Forde

0118 972 2052

Ana Silva O’Reilly (webmaster)
Parish Council website
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Contact: Nancy Barlow 01491 634107

webmaster@kepc.info
www.kepc.info
E-mail: nbar@henleycol.ac.uk

