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Chairman's Report
Planning Matters
Planning issues are taking up much of the council’s attention at present. Development pressures have been
building locally for some time, as you will appreciate from recent newsletters. Within our parish there is an
application to build 14 houses on land between Tokers Green and Reading which will now go to appeal, date
to be confirmed. Bordering our parish there are applications for two substantial developments, both of which
are also going to appeal; 245 houses on land in Eye and Dunsden (the Gladman development) and 95 houses
on land off Kennylands Road in Sonning Common. Another issue which has recently surfaced concerns the
future of Reading Golf Club and whether their land, some of which is within the parish, could be subject to
development at some point in the future. More detail on these matters is on page 8.
The one single document which offers the potential to safeguard our rural setting is the Neighbourhood
Development Plan (NDP) and we are therefore keen to complete it as soon as possible. The steering group is
working with the SODC neighbourhood planning team to that end. It is a challenging and time-consuming
task for the group but potentially very rewarding. There is a variety of
tasks to complete and we have a mix of skills in the group but would
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Thank you to everyone who is currently on the steering group.
An update on the NDP process is on page 3, with information on the
outcome of the recent consultations and what happens next.
Other Local Matters
20 mph speed limit in Kidmore End
The signs for the 20 mph speed limit in Kidmore End village are now
in place. Over the next few months there will be speed checks
undertaken.
continued on page 2
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Phone Boxes
The phone boxes are continuing to be renovated and there will be a new bench by the phone box
in Kidmore End very soon.
Spring Clean
15 April, 10:00 am - 11:00 am, at Kidmore End Parish Room.
Join fellow residents and donate an hour of your time to keep our village tidy. Please meet at the
phone box, across the road from the Parish Room in Kidmore End for bags, litter pickers and
instructions. For any additional information, please contact Guy Hayne at guy.hayne@icloud.com.
Winter Plan
We updated the winter plan for the village this year. More people with 4-wheel drive vehicles have
volunteered to help those in need trying to get to appointments or with other necessary travel. The
grit made a great difference to the road surfaces and safety was increased. Thank you to
everyone who helped with gritting.
Play Areas
As the weather improves and the play areas are used more frequently, please can you make sure
you take all your rubbish home. Also keep dogs on the lead in the Kidmore End play area.
Thank you
Road Closures
We always publicise any road closures we have been given notice of on the website and keep any
changes updated. There will be road closures on Chalkhouse Green Road in April and we expect
another for Tokers Green Lane later in the year. This is for broadband update work to bring fibre
optics to more of the villages.
See website for specific dates.
Budget
The council has set its budget for next year. Details are on the website.
General Data Protection Regulation and website sign up
The General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) will take effect in the UK in May 2018. This
replaces the existing law on data protection (the Data Protection Act 1998) and gives individuals
more rights and protection over how their personal data is used by organisations. Parishes must
comply with its requirements.
How will this affect you?
If you have signed up for email updates on the parish website, we will be contacting you to check
that you still want to opt in.
Parish Councillors
Currently there are 9 parish councillors from villages around the parish, Sarah Hunter from
Gallowstree Common having just resigned. I would like to thank her for the work she has
undertaken over the years. So we would like to have a new person on the council from
Gallowstree Common, if anyone is interested. We do not have anyone from Cane End either, so 2
new councillors would be brilliant. For more information please contact me at chairman@kepc.info
In total there are 3 vacancies presently. However, the number of councillors will reduce to 10 at
the elections in 2019.
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At this point I would like to thank all the parish councillors who do an amazing job, through and
over many years, and the clerk to the council for his wisdom, knowledge and support for us.
I hope this spring is a wonderful time for everyone.
Sue

Neighbourhood Development Plan Update
In February we held two public consultation events in Kidmore End School to find out what
parishioners wanted the plan to look like and to give them an opportunity to ask questions of the
steering group and to see where we have got to.
One question I was asked frequently is “Why is the housing development within the parish NDP
going to be only in the village of Kidmore End?”
The answer to this is that of the 5 villages in the parish only Kidmore End has been categorised as
a ‘Smaller village’ in SODC’s emerging Local Plan, therefore only Kidmore End has been given a
housing allocation (of 6 -13 houses). Gallowstree Common and Tokers Green are categorised as
“Other villages”, while Cane End and Chalkhouse Green have not been categorised at all.
There are around 20 other rural settlements in the district that are so small, with very limited
services, that they do not feature in the hierarchy and are therefore classed as being in open
countryside for planning policy purposes. Further information at
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Updated Settlement Assessment.pdf.
However, the whole parish is within the NDP and it is important/essential for the whole parish to be
involved throughout the process for it to be a success.
Outcome of the Consultations
Both consultation events were well attended, and 126 questionnaires were returned (breakdown
below).
Chalkhouse Green - 21
Gallowstree Common - 24
Cane End - 6
Tokers Green - 22
Kidmore End - 52
Kidmore End village had the highest turnout as a percentage of residents. It was agreed that
future community events will be held at different locations to try to encourage equal involvement
across all villages.
Some clear themes have emerged with a lot of consistency across the parish.
Rurality and AONB were the most valued aspects of living in the parish.
The potential for Reading sprawl was the second greatest concern followed by the preservation of
village boundaries.
Roads, road safety and traffic were regularly mentioned.

P AGE 4

I SSUE N O . 131

The Parish Church
It was with great sadness that we learned in
December that Ron Brindley had died. Readers
will have seen the tributes, which have appeared
elsewhere, praising his service to the church and
community over more than fifty years. Ron
Brindley MBE, Churchwarden Emeritus, will be
greatly missed and it will take more than one
person to fill the many roles undertaken by him in
support of the church. May he rest in peace.
This article is being written just before Mothering Sunday and after a false start, we are again
looking forward to spring and Easter. Since the various dates for the church’s Easter events were
published in the last issue of the KE Newsletter, and Easter will probably have passed by the time
this is read, it only remains to express the hope that Easter proved to be a joyful and meaningful
occasion for all readers.
Despite the inclement weather, a good number of hardy souls attended the ecumenical service in
St John’s to mark the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, on a Sunday evening in January.
Conditions were even worse at the start of March however and the Women’s World Day of Prayer
service had to be postponed.
At the time of writing, two of our Lent Lunches have been held and enjoyed. Between them they
raised over £650 for the two charities being supported.
As we start once again to enjoy the sight of the spring flowers in St John’s churchyard, we thank
the volunteers who help to maintain it. Anyone wishing to join the work force should contact
Frances Brewitt-Taylor (0118 9482743).
Frances of course, wearing another hat (she has many!), is our Musical Director and in our
magazine The Lamb and Flag, it is reported that she wanted the massed choirs to raise the rafters
of the church with the first few bars of Handel’s “Zadok the Priest”. The occasion was the Henley
Choir Festival in St Mary’s Church, Henley, and those of us who were present can confirm that her
wish was granted! As well as the massed choirs (there were eight), Frances conducted the St
John’s and Christ the King choir, as they sang “When it was yet dark” arranged by Stephen
Hatfield, and “Yulishka under the lilac tree”, a Hungarian Gipsy tune. Our choir’s contribution to
the programme was, as always, received most enthusiastically. Frances will be pleased to hear
from anyone, young or old, interested in joining the St John’s choir.
On the subject of music, readers should look out for details of a concert which, it is hoped, will be
held in St John’s Church in May.
Ascension Day (forty days after the Resurrection) is on 10 May this year. On that day we will share
a Eucharist service with Rotherfield Peppard – 8pm at All Saints’ Church, Peppard.
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting will take place on 15 April, following the 10am service at
Christ the King Church, Sonning Common (in the church hall).
Readers wishing to keep up-to-date with church news/events are invited to refer to –
Our church magazine: The Lamb and Flag
Our notice board at St John’s (near the entrance to the school playground)
Our website www.lambandflaguk.wordpress.com OR The website www.achurchnearyou.com
Our weekly parish newsletter, which provides information about church and social events. To
receive this newsletter by email, readers should subscribe (free) on our website (see above). The
link to “Weekly Parish Notices” can be found on the website’s Welcome page.
Neil Scott (On behalf of the Parochial Church Council)
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Affordability of housing was also a key theme.
Household Survey
This will be the next stage and will happen in late April or early May. It will be set up in Survey
Monkey, available via a link on the Parish Council website. Paper copies of the survey will also
be printed for distribution. The results of the survey will be analysed in May.
This survey is your opportunity to shape the future of the parish.
You may have many questions about the whys and the wherefores of the NDP and what it might
mean for you. The volunteer residents who will be distributing and collecting the questionnaires
will be able to help you. This is a very important part of the process and we are hoping for a high
return rate so please complete the questionnaire, either the paper version or online. Young
people who wish to complete the form are very welcome to do so.
If, at the public meeting in July 2017, you volunteered to distribute the survey we will be
contacting you to check if you still wish to do this. There will be briefing sessions in April for the
survey volunteers, dates to follow, at Gallowstree Pavilion. If you would like to volunteer to
distribute the survey, please contact me at ndp@kepc.info
Sue

Vacancies for Violin Players at Langtree Sinfonia
Langtree Sinfonia is a friendly local amateur orchestra who meet at Langtree School in Woodcote
on Wednesdays at 7.30pm and currently there are vacancies for violin players. The orchestra has
around 40 members, many from our area. Some players have learnt as adults, many have taken
up their instruments again after a long gap, having learnt as children. The musical director is Paul
Cox who is Head of Strings at the University of Southampton and conducts many local orchestras.
There are two concerts a year held in June and November and an all-day workshop held in
February.
No auditions are needed! If you are a violin player and are interested in learning more about the
orchestra, phone Chris Winch on 01865 340339, or email chriswinch2@aol.com
Langtree Sinfonia's next concert is on Saturday 23rd June 2018 7.30pm at St Andrews Church in
Caversham. The programme includes Rossini's Barber of Seville Overture, Dvorak's Symphonic
Variations and Brahms 2nd Symphony.
Fiona Harland and Chris Winch

Please note:
There are no local government elections on 3 May 2018 in Oxfordshire, so no polling
cards are being sent out.
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Renovation of Kidmore End Phone Box
Websites which give advice to volunteers
intending to renovate their local red phone box
all share the same message - don't do it in
winter! So, on a chilly January afternoon the
door of the Kidmore End phone box was
removed so that work could start on it under
cover, away from the rain and the cold.
The door consists of a wooden outer frame with
a cast aluminium insert, 24 panes of glass, a
leather door retaining strap and metal shackle,
and many other parts including over 60 screws
and brass pins. The door was disassembled
and the 80-year old paint was stripped from the
wooden frame and aluminium insert. The outer
layer of paint flaked away easily, but the inner
layers were much more stubborn. After sanding
away all the remaining paint, the large parts
were given one primer/undercoat and three top
coats of 'official' red current gloss 'GPO' paint
before being re-assembled to its original mint

condition.
The next step will be to tackle the rest of the box
as soon as the weather forecast suggests we will
have a week without rain and a temperature
above 10 degrees Celsius. The glass panes will
be removed, together with aging putty and
silicone sealant, then the paint will be removed
from the cast iron frame using a combination of
rough sandpaper and a wire brush. As the old
saying goes: 90% of the work is in the
preparation, so if anyone would like to help, and
can afford a few hours of hard but rewarding
work stripping off eight decades of paint, then
please contact Alastair and Caroline McAslan at
Strathfillan, Tokers Green Lane. Our aim is to
have all the work done on the Kidmore End
phone box by mid-Spring. It is then planned to
lay some paving slabs outside the kiosk and to
install a bench for us locals to stop for a chat, or
for passing cyclists to enjoy a rest.
continued on page 9
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Visit to Ardley Energy Recovery Facility (Ardley ERF)
On Thursday 8 March I visited Ardley ERF, near Bicester, to find out what happens to the nonrecyclable waste that we put into our grey wheelie bins.
Viridor, a company that promotes sustainability and community values, runs Ardley ERF. Viridor
never lets ‘waste’ go to waste, but transforms it into quality recycled materials and vital renewable
energy.
Ardley ERF began operation
in 2014, and treats 300,000
tonnes of non-recyclable
waste every year. Ardley ERF
diverts 95% of Oxfordshire’s
residual municipal waste away
from landfill and generates low
carbon electricity every year.
The plant has a contract to
export 27 megawatts which is
sufficient to power 53,000
homes.
Ardley ERF was built in a
quarry next to an existing
landfill site. The original
landfill site was opened in
1963 and Viridor declared the
landfill site closed in April 2014. As part of the 25-year contract for residual waste treatment
signed with Oxfordshire County Council in 2011 this landfill site has to be made safe and
landscaped to become part of the surrounding countryside. Viridor has a commitment to the
landfill for as long as 60 years and is currently harvesting the methane gas given off from its
contents to generate electricity. Already wildlife is moving in, including birds and some large
mammals (deer).
Ardley ERF has an excellent visitor centre (check their website for more information and to
arrange a visit), and they are keen to educate the public in what they do, how their message of
sustainability fits in with current and future thinking, and the importance of reducing waste.
https://viridor.co.uk/our-operations/energy/energy-recovery-facilities/ardley-erf

What happens at Ardley ERF?
The waste collected from the kerbside is brought to Ardley in large articulated lorries and dumped
into a huge underground bunker. From there, the waste is lifted up using huge grabs and is
dropped into hoppers to be fed into the combustion chamber. Air from the bunker is pumped into
the combustion chamber to produce oxygen for burning, keeping the odours within the facility.
Normal tap water is treated and heated up by the process to create steam that is sucked over a
turbine to generate electricity. The hot ashes, left as a by product of burning the rubbish, are
water-cooled, ferrous metal is removed and the cooled ash is sent to Raymond Brown, a business
partner at Ardley, to produce an aggregate for sub base road construction. Flue gases from the
combustion chamber are treated with urea, hydrated lime and activated carbon to remove
impurities and pollution. The cleaned up flue gases are then analysed before leaving the stacks
and the data is sent to the Environmental Agency every minute, ten minutes, half hourly and daily
to ensure the emissions are below or at the permitted levels.
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Planning Update
Land on west side of Tokers Green Lane (aka The Elms) - P17/S2003/FUL
This application is for 14 houses on land between Tokers Green and Reading. Planning
permission was refused on 18 October 2017. The Parish Council has been notified that an
amended plan has been submitted for consideration at the appeal, date to be confirmed. The
amended plan removes the proposed footpath that was shown to run from the residential
development through the woodland/former gravel pit and can be viewed at:
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P17/S200
3/FUL#exactline
The plans are available in a folder called ‘Appeal.’
Eye and Dunsden - P16/S3630/O
This is the application by Gladman for 245 houses on land next to Emmer Green, which abuts the
Kidmore End parish boundary.
The campaign against this development continues via CAGE (Campaign Against Gladmans in Eye
and Dunsden). The CAGE group consists of representatives of a number of South Oxfordshire
parish councils and residents associations in Caversham and Emmer Green, with support from
District and County Councillors. The appeal date has been set for the 1st May for 4 days and will
be at Henley Rugby Club. CAGE have entered a Rule 6 which entitles them to give evidence at
the enquiry. There is also a crowdfunding campaign, for which some people may have received
flyers, or visit https://www.cagedunsden.org/ for more information or if you wish to support the
crowdfunding appeal. Currently more than £3000 has been raised.
Land off Kennylands Road in Sonning Common – P16/S3142/O
This application is for 95 houses on land which abuts the Kidmore End parish boundary. Planning
permission was refused on 20 March 2017. The date for the appeal is 10 April at Henley Rugby
Club for 4 days. This appeal is very relevant to us, not only because of the position but also
because Sonning Common have just completed their NDP and this is a challenge to the plan.
Sonning Common also ran a crowdfunding appeal and raised £7,145.
Reading Golf Club
A statement has been issued by Reading Golf Club explaining that they are reviewing the future of
the club. They would like to relocate and, in that eventuality, would consider working with
developers. Their land is partly in Emmer Green and partly in South Oxfordshire in the
Chalkhouse Green area. Their statement can be seen on the parish website:
https://www.kepc.info/2018/03/22/reading-golf-club-statement/
There has also been information in the Henley Standard. We have contacted our District
Councillor to establish the position regarding this site from SODC planners and below is the
response, provided courtesy of the planning officers. We are very aware of this situation and will
continue to monitor any changes.
“In regards to Reading Golf Club land this site is not included within the current emerging Local
Plan or in any of the previous versions. The site was brought to our attention last year through the
‘Call for Sites’ process and was assessed in the SHELAA. The site was not included within the
local plan as it didn’t meet the requirements of our spatial strategy. No planning application or
pre-app advice has been sought by the owners/developers regarding this site.
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Renovation of Kidmore End Phone Box ….from page 6
It is our intention to give the phone box a new role, together
with the boxes at Chalkhouse Green and Cane End. Once
the Kidmore End box has been renovated, we will be
establishing a page on the KEPC website which we hope
will encourage willing volunteers to work with us in
generating exciting and sustainable uses for the box,
perhaps a mini-library, or a local information point, or an
educational project for the school, or maybe just left as a
piece of traditional street furniture representing the village's
historical character.
Alastair and Caroline McAslan

Visit to Ardley Energy Recovery Facility (Ardley ERF) ...from page 7
Ardley ERF is a friendly neighbour with very little odour detected outside the building and creates
employment for 40 people.
The most interesting thing that I learnt is that the architects who designed Ardley ERF based the
shape of the external building on a foot print left by a previous inhabitant of the area, a two-legged
Megalosaurus, which walked the Oxfordshire countryside in the middle Jurassic period. A life-size
sculpture of this dinosaur, made from up-cycled materials, can be viewed in the visitor centre.

What can we do to support
recycling and waste management
in Oxfordshire?
The mantra is: Reduce, Reuse, Recycle.
Check the SODC website for details of what
can be recycled, upload the Bin app to help
you do this, and take sorted waste to the
recycling centres which can’t be recycled at
the kerbside. Do not put batteries into the
wheelie bins, ensure that food waste goes into
the food waste bin. Do not contaminate your
sorted green waste with anything inorganic
that should be in the grey bin.
Caroline
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Kidmore End CE (VA) Primary School
Our school is awash with
artistic endeavour at the
moment. Last week we were
fortunate enough to have two
visiting artists to work with us
from the Henley Youth

Festival. Year Five had a
fabulous time planning and
directing their own animations,
on a space theme. In one of
them, the class teacher, Mrs
Thomas, was transformed into
an alien with disastrous
consequences. We were all
impressed with the enormous
patience of the visiting
animator, Clinton Osborne,
who stayed until after 5pm
working with the last few
groups of children. We have
this week received the end
result, which has really
pleased the children.
The next day saw the arrival of
Emily Cooling to work with
Year Three and Four on
lantern making. The children
made supporting structures
which were then covered with
paper and decorated with a
range of black cut-outs. They
are most striking – some are
on display in school and some
Linda Hull

Headteacher

others in shop windows in
Henley. In both workshops the
children really enjoyed the
opportunity to use techniques
and materials not usually
available in school, and they
were well
supported by a
team of festival
volunteers as well
as school staff.
Next term, we are
planning to work
with another
visiting artist, Flick
Whitehead, on a
textile piece to
hang in the hall,
which will reflect
on our school
values of
thankfulness, hope,
truthfulness, courage,
friendship and responsibility.
We also hope it will incorporate
some memories of school from
our Year Six pupils, making it a
real focus point for our daily
worship and reflection.
As well as visual arts,
we are also busy with
the dramatic arts.
Years Three and Four
are currently working
on a production of
‘Peace Child’ to take
place next week,
taking us on a journey
to a land where two
opposing tribes cannot
put an end to their
arguments. The singing is
sounding fabulous and we are
looking forward to seeing the
children demonstrate their
acting and dancing skills.
Year Two are looking forward
to a workshop run by the

Oxfordshire Music Service and
featuring the well-known
children’s author Julia
Donaldson after Easter. They
are learning the songs and
enjoying being reminded of the
stories. Also after Easter our
choir will begin preparations for
participating in the Festival of
Voices held at Dorchester
Abbey in June. This is always
a super event, with schools
coming together to sing a
range of songs with an
orchestra and conductor who
does an amazing job of
bringing the different choirs
into unison.
At our Governors’ Meeting last
night, we were discussing the
funding outlook for schools,
which makes for rather grim
reading. We hear often of
schools where there is very
minimal music provision, or

where art has been side-lined.
We are so lucky in this area to
have events like Henley Youth
Festival and the Festival of
Voices to enrich our children’s
learning, alongside the daily
efforts of our talented teaching
and support staff in school.
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Kidmore End Pre-School
Hello from the pre-school. It’s
a crisp, sunny day today which
is rather pleasant after all the
blowy and snowy weather we
have had recently, and I know
the children will be outside
wrapped up warm, taking
advantage of the sun.
Term 4 has been galloping
along at pre-school with the
children thoroughly enjoying
the staff’s fantastic activities
relating to our topic of
‘Transport: Sea’ and learning
about all things nautical! From
yellow submarines and
origami boats, to sailing boats
with lollipop stick hulls: the
children have loved every
minute of it.
We have had a few social
gatherings for the pre-school
children this term. We
thoroughly enjoyed our
second pyjama party. From
17.00 - 18.30 pre-school-age

children came
along and watched
mini movies and
drank hot
chocolate with
marshmallows,
whilst wearing their
pyjamas and sitting on
beanbags! It was a very
popular event: very simple to
organize and there’s
something special about
coming out late at night in your
pj’s when you are 3 and 4!
Later in the term we held
another pre-school disco. This
took place on the same day as
the primary school discos and
proved popular and well
supported. The staff enjoy
running this event and dancing
with the children! And of
course, World Book Day was
of course popular too with the
staff and children dressing up
and enjoying talking about

books and stories with their
friends.
So, it has been a very busy
term for us in the run up to our
Easter break. Next term we
are looking at transport in the
air as our topic, so it will be
airplanes, hot air balloons and
rockets for us!
Please do see our website at
www.kidmoreendpreschool.co.
uk for further information or
find us on
Facebook@kidmoreendpreschool

so you can keep up to date
with all that we are up to.
With our best wishes.

Best wishes Emma Hawker, Business Manager and Registrar

Would You Like to Help to Produce This Newsletter?
We are looking for a volunteer who ideally has some experience with a publishing software
package to format images and text for the newsletter. You will need to insert articles deciding
whether a multi-column page may work better and make the copy easy to read. Also, where
images are involved, you may need to alter the colour/contrast/brightness and trim/reduce for best
appearance and fit.
There are 4 newsletters a year, and it takes between 2 and 4 hours to put together the layout for
each newsletter. Once the initial draft has been formatted, you will meet with the other members
of the editorial team to discuss changes. This is a fun meeting, and never lasts more than on hour.
The newsletter is usually ready for the printers on the 3rd iteration. You may require the odd 10/15
mins on occasion to make corrections and dispatch the final PDF version for printing and
uploading to the website. If you would like more information, please contact me at
editor@kepc.info or on 9723700.
Caroline
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Kidmore End Cricket Club
With the weather starting to
turn warmer (it’ll probably be
raining when you read this
article!), Kidmore End CC is
getting ready for the new
season and the club is on the
look-out for new players,
spectators and supporters.
Members of the parish who
regularly visit the ground will
have noticed the working
parties which have been at the
ground on a Saturday morning
for the past few months. We
are fortunate to have one of
the most picturesque cricket
grounds in the local area
which is maintained by a band
of volunteers throughout the
year.
The club plays senior cricket
in the Thames Valley Cricket
League meaning that we
travel as far east as Kew and
as far west as Newbury and all
ports in between! The junior
teams play in the Berkshire
Youth Cricket League and we
have boy’s teams at U9, U11,
U13 and U15 along with a
thriving girls section with
teams at U11 and U13 level.
Their fixtures start in April and
run through to July.
We were awarded ECB
Clubmark Status in October
2007 and re-designated in
2013 and 2017. This means
that the ECB recognises that
we are a ‘safe, effective and
child friendly’ club. As a
member of Kidmore End CC
you are guaranteed that we
have a base level of quality in
all areas of Health and Safety,
Child Welfare and Protection.

The club also actively
encourages young cricketers
to make the transition from
junior and school cricket to
senior club cricket. In
achieving Clubmark status we
are also recognised as having
a proven track record in
administration, player and
facility development. The
Clubmark award recognises
the professionalism and our
excellent conduct across
many different areas of junior
cricket.
We would welcome new
players of any age or ability to
join and play in any of our
three senior Saturday league
teams or our Sunday XI who
play friendly fixtures against
local clubs. Young players are
equally welcome to come
along as well.
Pre-season training is
underway and the sessions
are held at Shiplake College
with the seniors practising on
a Wednesday evening from
8.15pm to 9.30pm and the
juniors practising on a
Saturday afternoon. The
sessions are run by our
qualified coaching team.
Training moves outside in midApril for all club members with
sessions running on a Sunday
morning, Monday and
Tuesday evening for the
Juniors and Thursday evening
for the seniors.
Saturday matches will start on
14th April with a match against
Bagshot, Sunday 15th sees
Cookham Dean visit

Gallowstree and the League
season starts on May 5th with
the 1st XI at home to Marlow,
2nd XI away at Yateley and
the 3rd XI home to
Maidenhead & Bray 4th XI.
The Junior League season
starts on Sunday 29th April
with the U13 team away at
Hurst. Full details of fixtures
for all the Kidmore End teams
are to be found on the club
website. For more
information, please contact
club captains James Frost
(07971560981), Chris Pigden
(07976292805) or Todd Butler
(07891703581). For further
details on junior cricket please
email: keccjuniors@gmail.com
You will be given a warm
welcome at the Gallowstree
Common ground if you come
along on a match day so
please do come along and see
us. Further information on the
club can be found on the
club’s website:
http://kidmoreendcc.co.uk/
You can also follow us on
Twitter and find us on
Facebook.
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20 Years of Sonning Common Green Gym
It seems amazing that the
Green Gym is celebrating
twenty years of working to
encourage health and well
being in the local community
and yet there are plenty of
people who have not heard of
it. Sonning Common Green
Gym was founded by Dr
William Bird to encourage
participation in working in the
fresh air and to help with
activities to improve the local
environment. Dr Bird has
proven that green gymmers
feel fitter, have more energy
and have a feeling of
wellbeing enhanced by being
out in the fresh air surrounded
by the natural world.

Kingwood, working at the
Ewelme Watercress Beds,
helping at Greys Court and
Nuffield, hedge laying, clearing
footpaths and working at several
nature reserves.

Common where a group of
about forty worked at coppicing
hazel stands before moving to
The Bird in Hand pub for
refreshments and cutting a
splendid birthday cake; and
one on the top of Watlington
We welcome all ages and
Hill, where we have often
abilities and have helped a
number of young people to pass worked for the National Trust,
and in spite of a cold icy wind,
aspects of their Duke of
visitors from six local Green
Edinburgh awards.
Gyms joined in with clearing
We meet every Thursday and
and burning scrub before
Saturday from 9.30 to 12.30
having a spud roast using the
with a break for coffee and
embers of the fire.
delicious cakes.
Perhaps this has enthused you,
All equipment and tools are
so why not come and try out for
provided and safety is
a session. It is a very friendly
paramount.
group ready to make you feel
It is entirely voluntary, and free; welcome and help you with
The concept began in Sonning come as often as you like or can new skills.
Common and there are now
manage. No experience is
To find out more see our web
over 100 branches all over the needed – just enthusiasm (and
site country. We take part in
old waterproofs).
https://sonningcommon.tcv.org.
activities such as tree planting,
uk/ - or Facebook or telephone
We have celebrated by holding
maintaining the commons
two special sessions; one at the 01189723258.
such as Nettlebed and
Millennium field in Sonning
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Local Weather Report: Winter 2017/2018
Average
Minimum
Temperature

Rainfall

Average
Maximum
Temperature

Totals

Highest

C

F

C

F

mm

in

mm

in (day)

December

7.8

46

2.3

36

100

3.9

21

0.8 (29th)

January

8.3

47

2.3

36

68

2.7

14

0.6 (21st)

February

5.8

42

-1.1

30

35

1.4

5.5

0.2 (8th)

203

8.0

Rainfall - 3 months to end February 2018

This winter has been colder & wetter than last winter. The average maximum temperature for
each month was less than in 2016/2017. December was the wettest month with 100mm/3.9in, four
times more than in December 2016.
Until the arrival of ‘The Beast from The East’ in the last week of February the winter had been fairly
innocuous with only two days of snow in early December. That all changed on February 25th when
the temperature plummeted and the wind chill made it very unpleasant outside. From Tuesday
27th snow showers accompanied the bitter winds and the snow got heavier over the next few days,
making driving on some of the village roads difficult. So much for the meteorologists saying Spring
starts on March 1st – I couldn’t see any daffodils in my garden that day as they were covered by a
blanket of snow!
There was a total of 35 nights when the minimum temperature fell below zero slightly more than
last winter’s 29 nights. February 27th was the coldest night with a minimum temperature of 8.3C/17F, this was followed by the coldest day with a maximum temp of -0.6C/31F.

Highest and Lowest temperatures for 3 months to February 2018
Lowest
C

Highest

F (day)

C

F (day)

December

-4.1

25 (12 )

13.3

56 (30th)

January

-2.5

27.5 (29th)

12.1

54 (2nd, 23rd&24th)

February

-8.3

17 (27th)

10.7

51 (19th)

Chris Brook

th
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Gardening
It has been an eventful winter, but the cold, wet weather will have
reduced the number of over-wintering pests and diseases in your
garden. Now it is up to the gardener to help nature to maintain this
status quo. If you feed the birds, you will know that they will hunt
around in the shrubs while waiting for their turn on the bird feeder,
busy eating caterpillars and aphids which would otherwise damage
your plants. Leaving areas in your garden for beneficial insects to hide
in will encourage lots of predators in your garden, which is good for
nature, good for your pocket (reducing pesticide use), and saves time
and energy.
The snow and ice will have affected your lawn. Give it a spring feed now to promote growth.
Worn areas will need over-seeding, and dig out any long-rooted perennial weeds while the soil is
still workable.
Spring seems to have arrived late this year, but it won’t take long before your garden is full of
colour and interest. Keep the colour and interest coming by sowing annual flowers, splitting up
herbaceous plants and primroses, sowing vegetable seeds, cutting out dead and damaged
branches, removing the last of the ‘brown’ stems and leaves left for winter interest. All these jobs
will allow you to enjoy the first bit of warmth from the sun. In your greenhouse, take cuttings of
geraniums, fuchsias and diacias that you have over-wintered, ready for planting out in May. Keep
an eye out for mice, which will not hesitate to eat anything that you have carefully sown,
particularly sweet peas, peas and beans. If you have voles in the greenhouse, they will eat your
seedlings. Stay vigilant.
Watch out for slugs and snails nibbling new shoots, although slugs are not fussy when it comes to
the first green shoots of spring. Hostas, lupins and delphiniums should be watched carefully.
Hibernating vine weevils will be out and about now, and the warm April sunshine will see the first
hoards of red lily beetles flying into the garden. Primroses and heucheras are particularly
susceptible to vine weevil damage, whilst lily beetles will happily munch fritillaries whilst waiting for
other lilies to grow. The only lily that I grow which shows some resistance to lily beetle is the large
tree lily. A spectacular plant, but watch out for the new shoots, which are loved by slugs and
snails. All these pests can be dealt with using the heel of your shoe. Aphids and caterpillars are
best left to the birds. Keep on holding your nerve; newly fledged blue tits and great tits will sort out
your aphid problem for you. They have not failed me yet, but I do get very twitchy in May when
there are lots of aphids around, and no small birds looking for them.
This year I predict that foliage plants will be very fashionable in hanging baskets and summer
bedding schemes. I am experimenting with ornamental sweet potatoes, which have dark purple
leaves. I will let you know how I get on!
Happy Gardening
Caroline Aldridge

Do you have news or information which would be of interest to others in the Parish?
Let us know by emailing the editor or calling any newsletter team member
(Contact details at the bottom of page 16)

Hire the Diamond Jubilee Pavilion

The pavilion can be rented throughout the week. At a
rate of £10 per hour. The pavilion is suitable for children's parties, wedding receptions, fitness or
other classes and a host of other activities Please contact Mr Penfold on 0118 947 3130 or go to
Diamond Jubilee Pavilion for further information or to make a booking

Newsletter
Spring 2018

Useful Numbers and Contacts
Thames Valley Police, non emergency
101
emergency
999
website
www.thamesvalley.police.uk
Crime Stoppers (anonymous)
Victim Support

0800 555 111
01865 751511

Spring 2018

SODC

Parish Council Meetings:

ORCC Directory of Transport Schemes
email

16 May 2018
20 June 2018
18 July 2018

email: info@southoxon.gov.uk 01235 422422
Open:

Mon-Thu
Fri

8.30 am - 5.00 pm
8.30 am - 4.30 pm

01865 883433
orc@oxonrcc.org.uk

Oxfordshire Rural Community Council,
Jericho Farm, Worton, Oxon OX29 4SZ

(no meeting in August)

Oxfordshire Highways

0845 310 1111
www.oxfordshirehighways.org

at 8pm in Kidmore End Parish Room
including 10 minutes public session.

Fix my Street

http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk

Parish Councillors
Parish Council Chairman
Clerk to the Council

Sue Biggs
Roger Penfold
email

chairman@kepc.info
0118 947 3130
clerk@kepc.info

30 Venetia Close, Emmer Green, Reading RG4 8UG

Friends of Sonning Common Library
Application form

http://www.kepc.info/
news.php#foscl-application

District Councillor
Rob Simister (robert.simister@southoxon.gov.uk)

01491 576352

County Councillor
Kevin Bulmer (kevin.bulmer@oxfordshire.gov.uk)

07803 005680

Citizens Advice Bureau

03444 111444

Services available at 32 Market Place, Henley
Drop-in service - Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri 10 - 1pm; Wed 3 - 6pm
Pre-booked appointments - Mon, Tue, Thu 10 - 4pm; Wed 3 - 6pm; Fri 10 - 4pm
Telephone advice - Mon, Tue, Wed 10 - 6pm; Thu 10 - 6.30pm; Fri 10 - 4pm

Services also available at: (call above number for an appointment)
Watlington Parish Office (Old School Place)
Woodcote Community Centre (Old School House)

CAB (Henley) website

www.caox.org.uk/henley

Kidmore End Parish Room
Bookings: Paula Beville
Newsletter/Website
Contributions
Are we missing your club or society?
Would you like to see their activities
listed in the Newsletter? Do you have
any news items or pictures for the
Parish?
If you would like to contribute to the
next edition, or to the website we’d be
delighted to hear from you. Articles
can be sent to editor of the editorial
board or directly to the website
webmaster
The closing date for the next edition is
1 Jun 2018.

10 - 11am (Thursdays)
10 - 11am (Fridays)

0118 972 2247

Diamond Jubilee Pavilion at Gallowstree Common
Bookings: Roger Penfold
0118 947 3130
Kidmore End Memorial Hall
Bookings: Debbie Page

07802 347943

Newsletter Editorial Board

Caroline Aldridge (Editor) (editor@kepc.info )

0118 972 3700

Andy Miros

0118 972 1001

Jackie Russell

0118 972 2214

Shelia Forde

0118 972 2052

Ana Silva O’Reilly (webmaster)
Parish Council website

Printed by Henley College Reprographics Dept.

Contact: Nancy Barlow 01491 634107

webmaster@kepc.info
www.kepc.info
E-mail: nbar@henleycol.ac.uk

