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Chairman's Report
I hope that everyone has a wonderful time this Christmas and the world becomes a more peaceful place in the
New Year
Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP)
Since the last newsletter there has been a public consultation on the Area of Designation i.e. the boundary of
the neighbourhood development plan for Kidmore End. In essence, the boundary is the parish boundary
minus 2 fields, which are within the area of the Sonning Common NDP. The consultation finished on
4.12.2017 and the boundary has been signed off by SODC. The map of area is on the website
https://www.kepc.info/ndp/
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This means that we can now move forward. A grant application to
SODC, to start the funding, has been successful and further grant
applications will be made in the New Year. The steering group is
planning two public consultation events in February
Saturday 24 February
Kidmore End Primary School during the day and
Wednesday 28 February
in the evening at the Parish Room in Kidmore End.
The steering group is hoping that the two events will generate a lot of
interest in the plan and get people’s thoughts on housing and what the
parish will look like in the future. The steering group is working on a
household survey and further updates will be available on the website
and at the public meetings.
With regard to the number of new builds “required” in the parish, we
have been advised that SODC suggests between 6-13 houses in the
village of Kidmore End.
If you would like to be involved or would like further information,
please contact me chairman@kepc.info.

continued on page 2
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SODC Emerging Local Plan
The Council submitted views on the SODC emerging plan.
20mph Speed Limit
The signage for the 20mph speed limit in Kidmore End village has started and should be
completed soon.
Local Large Planning Application Decisions
Eye and Dunsden - P16/S3630/O
This is the application for 245 houses on land next to Emmer Green by Gladmans.
This application has gone to appeal and a public inquiry will be held at Henley Town Hall from 1 to
4 May 2018.
Phone Kiosks
The Council now owns three former phone kiosks, in Chalkhouse Green, Kidmore End and Cane
End. There has been work undertaken to improve the kiosks. Alastair and Caroline McAslan are
going to be painting the phone boxes and then looking to everyone for ideas in the New Year.
Hedge Cutting
Thank you to those in the parish who have cut back hedges. If yours is still in need of a trim, it
would be brilliant if you could cut it back. With narrow lanes and very limited pavements, keeping
everyone safe is a priority. Thank you.
Pavilion Hire
If you would like to hire the pavilion at Gallowstree Common please contact Mr Penfold at
clerk@kepc.info.
Website Sign Up
The Council would like to encourage you to sign up on the website for email alerts, as this is a cost
free way of communicating with everyone in the parish about what is happening locally.
Free Bark
There is still free bark at the Gallowstree Common Recreation Ground, in a pile in the car park
area. If you would like to take some, it would be helpful to us and you.
Winter Plan
In 2014 the Parish Council wrote a winter plan which is in this newsletter and will be available on
the website
If you would like to get involved with the Parish Council or with the Kidmore End Neighbourhood
Development Plan please contact us via the website.

Sue Biggs Chairman of the Parish Council
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Winter Plan
The Parish Council has written and agreed a winter plan. This plan includes
Grit Bins at:






Junction of Wood Lane and Horsepond Road, Gallowstree Common
Junction of Rokeby Drive and Tokers Green Lane, Tokers Green
On Chalkhouse Green Road. Junction of Tanners Lane and Chalkhouse Green Lane.
On Kidmore Lane between Kidmore End and Sonning Common
On Tokers Green Lane, between Kidmore End and Tokers Green
Support for Vulnerable Parishioners
The aim would be to:
1. Have a system within the parish to support vulnerable parishioners to get essential
foodstuffs, prescriptions and if required transport to doctors surgery in Sonning Common.
2. Co-ordinators who will have a list of parishioners with 4 wheel drives/winter tyres willing to
support vulnerable parishioners as above.
3. Personal details of residents would not be given out. This is a voluntary service and cannot
guarantee that all requests will be met. The volunteers carrying out the tasks in support of
this plan do so at their own risk.
 Sue Biggs – 0118 9723456
4. The winter plan is available on the website.
 Jane O'Sullivan - 07725790838
5. The contact details of the co-ordinators are:
Now the request for help, please could anyone who
feels that they would like to help and has a 4 wheel drive
car or winter tyres please contact the parish clerk at
clerk@kepc.info. Thank you

 Jane Williams – 0118 9722166
 Ana & Simon O’Reilly - 07540567408
anasilvaoreilly@gmail.com

There may be concern about clearing snow from roads, the following information is from the
government website https://www.gov.uk/clear-snow-road-path-cycleway and Oxfordshire
County Council website on clearing snow
Clear snow from a road, path or cycleway
You can clear snow and ice from pavements yourself. It’s unlikely that you’ll be sued or held
responsible if someone is injured on a path or pavement if you’ve cleared it carefully.
How to clear snow and ice:
When you clear snow and ice
 do it early in the day - it’s easier to move fresh, loose snow
 don’t use water - it might refreeze and turn to black ice
 use salt if possible - it will melt the ice or snow and stop it from refreezing overnight (but don’t

use the salt from salting bins as this is used to keep roads clear)
 you can use ash and sand if you don’t have enough salt - it will provide grip underfoot
 pay extra attention when clearing steps and steep pathways - using more salt may help

Council Gritting
You can find out which roads and pavements your council grits in icy or snowy weather.
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/salting-gritting-and-snow-clearance
The grit bins have been funded from the County Council’s Area Steward Fund, who we would like
to thank for this support .
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The Parish Church
Although it is being written on St Andrew’s Day,
this article is required to include the dates of our
Easter events! The need for this is understood,
however, and we are grateful for the excellent work
of the team who put the newsletter together,
throughout the year.
Before looking forward to next year it is appropriate
that we review, briefly, some past events:
Many readers will have already met our new Associate Priest, the Revd Sheila Walker, who was
duly licensed by the Bishop of Dorchester and has settled into her new role alongside James, our
Rector. Sheila is already proving to be a most valuable addition to our ministry team.
The sun shone brilliantly on the excellent turn-out for
the War Memorial Service on Remembrance
Sunday, with the Beavers, Cubs and Scouts forming
an extremely smart parade. The excellence of the
playing of The Last Post and Reveille was much
commented on. It was most pleasing that so many
of those attending chose to come to the service in St
John’s afterwards.
St John’s was again well filled on the occasion of our
All Soulstide Service, at which candles were lit in
memory of loved ones who have died in recent
times.
As well as providing a considerable boost for church
funds, our Evening of Wine and Song proved to be
an occasion for much enjoyment – a selection of
excellent wines to taste, delicious snacks and a
splendid variety of musical entertainment, including
(to quote the Lamb and Flag magazine) “… a
surprise vocal contribution by the Rector, during a
riotous Harvest Home song”. Book early for next
year’s event!
Following what, it is hoped, will have been a happy
Christmas for all readers, one of the first events in
the new year is the Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity. There will be an ecumenical service on
Sunday 21 January at 6.30 pm in St John’s Church.
Also in January is the annual Henley Choirs Festival (27 January, 7 pm, in St Mary’s Church,
Henley). As well as making their own contribution to the programme, our choir will join with other
local choirs to sing a big work, for which, once again, our very own Frances Brewitt-Taylor has
been asked to be the conductor. Congratulations, Frances!
Easter is earlier this year, resulting in Ash Wednesday being on 14 Feb, when there will be a
service at 8 pm in Christ the King Church, Sonning Common - a Eucharist, with the imposition of
ashes. Ash Wednesday is so called because of the ancient custom of sprinkling ashes on the
heads of public penitents, who were required to commence their penance on this day. In more
recent times, the practice was replaced by a general penance by a congregation, symbolised by
the imposition of ash (a cross) on the foreheads of clergy and people. During Lent,
….contd on page 5
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it is anticipated that by way of preparation for Easter, there will be a Lent Course. Look out for
details.
Women’s World Day of Prayer is on Friday 2 March. There will be a united service at 6.30 pm in
St Michael’s Church, Sonning Common.
On Mothering Sunday, 11 March, we hope to see a good number of families (including Dads!) at
our 11 am service at St John’s, when posies of flowers will be distributed to the children, for their
mothers.
Palm Sunday is on 25 March and as usual the 11am service will begin in the school with the
distribution of palm crosses, after which we will process to St John’s.
On Maundy Thursday, 29 March, we have the Commemoration of the Last Supper - 8pm at St
John’s.
30 March is Good Friday, the day of the Crucifixion. All are welcome, young or old, to join the
ecumenical Procession of Witness, which starts from Christ the King car park in
Sonning Common at 10am. There will be hot cross buns and coffee afterwards! In
the afternoon there will be a benefice service of meditation and devotional music –
2pm at All Saint’s Church, Peppard, for an hour.
Easter is the Feast of the Resurrection of Christ, the oldest and greatest feast of the
Christian church. The arrangements for Easter Day (1 April) are –
9.30am Eucharist at Christ the King
11.00am Sung Eucharist at St John’s
Everybody welcome; we expect full churches.
Since the above dates are being displayed so far in advance of the actual events, readers are
advised, in case of alterations, to check the details nearer the time.
This can be done by reference to –
Our website www.lambandflaguk.wordpress.com
The website www.achurchnearyou.com
Our church magazine: The Lamb and Flag
Our notice board at St John’s (near the entrance to the school playground)
A weekly parish newsletter provides information about church and social events. To receive this
newsletter by email, readers should subscribe (free) on our website (see above). The link to
“Weekly Parish Notices” can be found on the website’s Welcome page.

Neil Scott (On behalf of the Parochial Church Council)
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News From Around the Villages
Pond Tidy Up
In November your parish councillors were busy tidying the pavement by the pond in Kidmore End.
Iain and Trevor cut back the vegetation using a variety of noisy hedge cutters and quiet hand
tools, ably assisted by Sue who took all the cuttings away in 2 huge bags.

Carol Singing
The New Inn held Carol Singing on 7 December, which was very successful. An amazing total of
£130 was raised for the Motor Neurone Disease Association. Thank you to Dora and the New Inn
staff and of course to all those who gave generously.

Kidmore End Well
You may have noticed that the finial cross on the well in Kidmore End was missing for a short
time. Mr Penfold found it in the road in October, possibly knocked off by a high-sided vehicle.
The last time this happened the cross was re-fixed in place but it was later discovered to be facing
the wrong way.
Following repairs by Dan Miles and extensive studies to find early twentieth century photos of the
well, the cross is now back in place and
facing in the correct direction.

Allotments
There are 3 vacant plots at the Allotments
at Cane End.
Please contact Mr Penfold if you would
like to be considered for one of these
plots.

Around the Boundary Sunday
27 May
Come to our musical fund-raiser for the
Jubilee Pavilion during the May Bank
Holiday Weekend.
It will be a family friendly event featuring
many attractions for families and children
including kids entertainment, the best
local food, some of the UK’s finest food
trucks, a coffee roaster and a bar
brimming with local beers, local liquor &
lush cocktails and fantastic live music.
This will be a fabulous family-friendly
event in support an important Parish
Asset so get your tickets now
www.eventbrite.co.uk/ and search for
Around The Boundary.
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Visit From The Past
On Friday 20 October, two Australians came to
visit the Parish.
Grant and Anita Wolf came to see the house where
Grant’s grandmother was born and grew up.
Jean Akers was born in The Orchard, Gallowstree
Common in 1917 and after marrying Sydney
Rodgers in 1939 they emigrated to Australia.
Grant remembers the many tall tales his
grandmother told about the house, and he was
fascinated to actually see it and the surrounding
villages which his grandmother had known
throughout her childhood. Grant brought with him
the old family photo album, and when we
compared the old pictures to the house as it now
stands in 2017, there were hardly any changes,
with the exception of a name change to Orchard
Manor!
The Akers family have a long history with Kidmore
End Parish. Jean’s grandmother, Lilian, was a
school mistress working at Kidmore End School,
and Jean’s uncle, Frederick Akers, died in 1918
whilst volunteering as a stretcher bearer in
Northern France. He is commemorated on our war
memorial in St Johns churchyard. On his return to
Australia Grant left the photo album and the Death
Penny given to Frederick’s parents, Frederick and
Lilian, with me. There are plans to use these
materials in an exhibition commemorating the end
of WW1 in Henley next year.
Caroline Aldridge

The Death Penny
The Memorial Plaque, also known as a “Death Penny” or “Deadman’s Penny”, was issued after the First
World War to the next-of-kin of all British and Empire service personnel who were killed as a result of the
war. The plaques were made of bronze, and hence popularly known as the "Dead Man’s Penny", because of
the similarity in appearance to the somewhat smaller penny coin. 1,355,000 plaques were issued, which
used a total of 450 tonnes of bronze, and continued to be issued into the 1930s to commemorate people who
died as a consequence of the war.
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Sonning Common Health Centre Patient Participation Group
In Sonning Common we have a forward thinking Health Centre, which includes a Patient
Participation Group (PPG). This is a group of patient volunteers who provide a link between
patients and the Health centre, to the benefit of both.
The PPG has recently been reformed and the members now reflect a reasonable cross-section of
people representing our local community. We meet every 6 - 8 weeks to discuss a variety of
topics.
We have asked about patients' needs by carrying out surveys and in the most recent one carried
out in 2014, access and information issues were identified. This resulted in improvements to car
parking, the entrance door, displays of information (e.g. waiting room screen) and updating the
new patients’ booklet.
Patient Involvement
We welcome ideas and views from all patients of Sonning Common Health Centre (no need to be
a PPG member) on how the provision of care and the environment can be improved. Early in 2018
we plan to have another survey, asking for patients' views on a variety of items and identifying
local issues that will affect patients.
Please look out for that and participate as the more replies we receive, the easier it is to plan for
the needs of our community. Your comments will count.
Future Plans
The Health Centre and PPG are exploring whether patients would be interested in events which
could improve their understanding of health issues, such as dementia, smoking (national No
Smoking Day is on 14/3/2018), and nutrition. Suggestions for other topics are welcome.
How to contact us
By email schcppg@gmail.com
Via the PPG page on the SCHC website www.sonningcommonhealthcentre.co.uk
PPG 'Contact' forms at the Health Centre Reception
Please allow 5 working days for a reply.
We look forward to hearing from you, with our best wishes
PPG Team
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Rural Crime Update
Reports of rural crime in the Thames Valley have increased by five percent between October 2016
and September 2017.
I would like to reassure members of our rural communities of my commitment to investigating
reports of rural crime. We rely on information from our local communities and take such reports
very seriously. Incidents are robustly investigated by our local policing teams who have dedicated
Rural Crime and Wildlife Officers based across the Thames Valley.
Rural crime can take many different forms including burglary, robbery, theft, criminal damage, fly
tipping, poaching and hare coursing. We are continuing to work with local residents, businesses
and partners to raise awareness of crime prevention techniques while developing problem solving
solutions to tackle rural crime.
There are often fewer witnesses to rural crimes and greater opportunities for criminals to target
isolated properties and businesses. The impact of these crimes can also be greater, with people
feeling more vulnerable due to their remote location.
You can reduce the risk of becoming a victim of rural crime by taking a few simple steps including:



Keeping the boundaries of your land and property well-maintained and secure



Fitting strong locks to sheds, garages and outbuildings



Checking security equipment regularly to ensure it is working properly



Locking equipment away in a secure building when it’s not in use



Security marking your tools and equipment

For more crime prevention advice, and to see details of your local Rural Crime Officers, visit the
Rural Crime page on the Thames Valley Police website at:
https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/advice/protecting-your-business/rural-crime/
If you become a victim of rural crime or suspect that a crime has taken place, you should always
report it to police by calling the non-emergency number, 101. If an incident is in progress, or there
is an immediate threat to life, you should call 999.
You can receive the latest rural crime news from Thames Valley Police and their partners directly
to your phone or inbox by signing up to CountryWatch at:
http://www.thamesvalleycountrywatch.co.uk/
Assistant Chief Constable Nikki Ross
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Kidmore End CE (VA) Primary School
When this magazine drops
through your door Christmas
may be a distant memory,
and staff and parents here at
school may have had some
time to relax after the hard
work that ensuring we have a
‘proper’ primary school
Christmas entails. We have
enjoyed nativity plays,
Christmas Dinner, Concerts
and Carol Services – all
steeped in an atmosphere of
goodwill and glitter!
One of the highlights that
marks the beginning of the
festive season is the Kidmore
End Christmas Fair. This is
an important event for two
reasons – the first being that
it cements the close
relationship we have with the
Church, as it is a truly
community event to which
many people contribute. The
second reason is that it is one
of the flagship events for our
school association, KESA.
Having worked in a number of
schools over my career, I do
not underestimate the value
of a strong Parent-Teacher
Association, both for
fundraising and for building a
real-life social network.
Each year we are incredibly
fortunate that willing
volunteers come forward to
contribute to the KESA
committee. They commit to
being that person in the
playground that people avoid
making eye-contact with in
case they are asked to do
something tricky…but are
able to skillfully bring
Linda Hull

Headteacher

everyone on board and get the
whole community baking,
buying and selling raffle tickets,
taking their turn on the bar or
barbecue and importantly
spending their money on a
range of events which support
the school in many ways.
So I am always delighted to
hand over my school on the
Friday evening before the
Christmas Fair, and to see it
transformed – the Learning
Zone becomes a fabulous
Santa’s Grotto, Foundation
Stage an Elves’ Workshop and
everywhere you look there are
stall and treats for children and
adults to enjoy. And at the
end, just as magically, it is all
cleared away again ready for
school on Monday. In fact,
there isn’t much magic, just an
awful lot of hard work and late
nights for those members of
the committee who take on the
responsibility!
The money raised by KESA is
used for many of the ‘nice to
have’ things that we might
otherwise be cutting back in
this time of public sector
austerity. Little touches like
crackers at Christmas dinner
and a small grant to each class
for Christmas craft materials
are very welcome, as is the
termly ‘enrichment day’ which
benefits all children in the
school. In the Autumn Term
we had a visit from the Happy
Puzzle Company who ran a
workshop for each class and
then a parent workshop at the
end of the day. We are
working with the KESA

committee at present to
organise a Sports Themed day
for later in the year, in
response to feedback from
parents.
Over the past year KESA have
funded Science and Music
resources and activities, and
have recently supported us in
purchasing a set of handchimes which we have bought
in collaboration with Peppard
and Sonning Common
Schools. I have also asked for
support in completing our
renewal of interactive
whiteboards across school –
we still have three to replace
and so KESA’s help in funding
this will be invaluable. I know
that while I am easing myself
into the Spring Term the
Committee will be gearing up
for their next big event in
March, the Great Expectations
Ball, which I have no doubt will
be a great success.
So my reason for writing this
piece is really to extend my
warmest thanks to all the very
supportive parents, families
and friends of Kidmore End CE
School. Not only does your
input enrich your children’s
experience at school, but it
also makes our school a
happier place to be, where I
hope everyone can find
friendship and support.
A Happy New Year to you all.
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FISH Bus Programme by Email
Would you like to receive a personal copy of the FISH Bus Programme via a monthly
email?
If you do then send an email to busmanager@fishvolunteercentre.co.uk with the message
‘Bus Programme please’ and your name.
If you do not have access to a computer or email you could ask a friend, neighbour or
relative who does. They may be willing to receive the programme by email and print a
copy for you.
Just ask them to follow the instructions above using their own name but adding the
information that it is for you and giving your name as well.
The programme for the month will be emailed on the 20th of the previous month and will
be available immediately for shopping trip bookings. Bookings for leisure trips will open a
few days later.
Shopping and leisure trips can be booked in person at the FISH Office or by telephone
0118 972 3986 - from 9.30 to 11.30 a.m. Monday to Friday.

Play Area News
We are delighted to
announce that the grand
opening of Gallowstree
Common Play area went
without a hitch. Rain was
forecast, but did not
materialize. Lots of local
children came to cut the
ribbon, and the new
Associate Priest, the Revd
Sheila Walker, represented
the Parochial Church
Council. We are grateful to
the church for the donation
of £1000 towards the
project, and I want to
extend my sincere thanks
for their support. I am told that the new play equipment at Gallowstree Common is great fun, but I
have not had the opportunity to try it out for myself. The new grass safety surfaces at Gallowstree
Common and Kidmore End play areas have settled down, and both play areas look fantastic now
that the bark pits have gone. I am sure that our community will be using these play areas for many
years to come.
Caroline Aldridge
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Kidmore End Pre-School
Hello from the pre-school. We
hope that you have all had a
very pleasant and restful
Christmas and New Year. At
pre-school, both children and
staff were certainly ready for
the holidays after a busy final
few weeks of the year. I hope
you are managing to keep
warm and dry. Our children
are usually well wrapped up
and rushing about in the fresh
air: we aim to get outside even
for a short period in each
session (unless it is pouring of
course).
Last term, the children
enjoyed taking part in lots of
fun activities planned around
our theme of ‘Land Transport’.
We’ve been visited by an
American Jeep and a small
digger, which we enjoyed
climbing over and finding out
about. You may have been
lucky enough to receive one of
the beautiful Christmas cards
designed by our children to fit
in with the theme. On the
back of the card is a small
snapshot of each child taken
by our friend Tara Taylor.
Tara kindly comes and takes
individual portraits of all the
children and they are always
beautiful.
As Term 1 became Term 2 in
the run up to Christmas, we all
enjoyed practising and taking
part in our annual Nativity

performance,
kindly held at the
church. We send
our grateful thanks
to Revd James
Stickings for his
support. This
year, the emphasis was on
songs and singing and the
children were enchanting,
even singing a French
Christmas song.
We thoroughly enjoyed the
Christmas Fair at the primary
school, especially the
community spirit which was
there in abundance. There
was much stall preparation:
sweeties and sand games
filled my hallway! Many thanks
to all of you who stopped by
the stall to say hello and
support us.
The Christmas outing is
always popular and this year
was no exception. We went to
see ‘Miki’ at Norden Farm in
Maidenhead, and it was much
enjoyed by everyone.
May I please remind you
about our Facebook page?
Do look us up and like and
share what you see. We’re
hoping to reach lots of you
with our news on a regular
basis.
Kidmore End Pre-School is a
small pre-school set in a rural
location, with session numbers

Best wishes Emma Hawker, Business Manager and Registrar

limited to 14 children. We are
always looking for new
committee members, not
necessarily with children still
at the pre-school. If this is
something that you might be
interested in taking on – it’s
not a huge time commitment,
but it is a really important
contribution to the running of
the pre-school - please do not
hesitate to let us know. We
would welcome the support.
I do still have a limited number
of spaces on the register so if
you would like more
information about our
wonderful pre-school, or you
would like to add your child to
our waiting list, please do not
hesitate to let me know.
You can contact me on 0118
9484985 or e-mail
enquiries@keps.co.uk .
Please see our website at
www.kidmoreendpreschool.co.
uk for further information or
find us on Facebook
@kidmoreendpreschool
We send you our best wishes
for 2018.
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Volunteer to be a Digital Helper
Your local library is looking for volunteers to help teach basic digital skills to people with little or no
experience of using computers.
Digital helpers provide one-to-one support and encouragement to boost confidence and help
people to help themselves. Digital helpers volunteer in a library for a few hours a week, at a time
that suits them.
You need patience, good communication skills and must enjoy working with learners of all ages.
Purpose
 to provide computer support and encouragement for beginners
 to promote the use of digital services, including library services
 to help customers with individual needs, such as searching for jobs or completing online

forms or creating email accounts
Skills and abilities needed
 to be competent in using computers, the internet and Microsoft-based software (you don’t

need high level computer skills)
 to be able to communicate with learners of all ages, and to share knowledge and skills
 to be patient, willing to help and have the ability to motivate and encourage
 to have the ability to work in a team with library staff and other volunteers

If you would like to volunteer, please go to www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/digitalhelper and follow the
links from your local library.

Bin News
There is now a charge for disposing of household DIY waste of £1.50 per item (such as a kitchen
sink) or per 25 kg bag of rubble at Oakley Wood, near Wallingford. There is a higher charge for
car tyres (£5 per tyre), and plaster board (£10 per sheet). It is still FREE to take most items of
household waste to the waste recycling centres.
New App for bin collections
Binzone is a new app available on iPhone and Android, which will let you know what bins to use,
and notify you when your collection dates change. Search Binzone in the App Store or Google
Play Store.
Rubbish Collections click
here or scan the QR code
to see the latest information.
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Why is our food waste collected by trucks labelled
‘From Peelings to Pylons’?
On Wednesday 15 November,
I visited the Wallingford
Anaerobic Digestion Facility,
which is one of 5 such plants
managed by Agrivert Ltd in the
UK, two of which are in
Oxfordshire, and which
process approximately 30,000
tonnes of solid food waste per
year, as well as 20,000 tonnes
of liquid waste.
Household food waste from
the residents of South
Oxfordshire is collected by
Biffa and then transported to
the plant. It is weighed on an
automated weighbridge (so
that Agrivert knows how much
to charge Oxfordshire County
Council, which is responsible
for the final disposal costs of
waste) and is then delivered to
the site.
Food waste is offloaded inside
an enclosed, odour controlled
waste reception building,
which has an air filtration
system using a wet scrubber
and biofilter to ensure that
there is little odour in the
external environment. This
makes Agrivert a good
neighbour!
The food waste is tipped into a
large bunker before being
transported by an Archimedes
screw to a hammer-mill which
depackages and macerates
the food waste to less than
12mm particle size. All plastic
bags are stripped out as part
of the processing, and these
are sent to an Energy
Recovery Facility where they
are incinerated.
The macerated food waste
has liquid waste added to it,

and is then fed into one of 5
large digesters on the site –
essentially these are huge
stomachs! The tanks are
heated to body temperature
using spare heat generated by
the gas engines. The food
waste then starts to break
down like it would do in our
own stomachs.
The food waste is pumped
through a further four tanks,
and during this process it is
pasteurised to 70OC for one
hour to make sure that it is
sanitised before being sold to
local farmers to spread on
agricultural land. The
pasteurisation tanks are also
heated using excess heat from
the gas engines.
Throughout the journey
through the digestion tanks,
the food waste (now called
digestate) produces a biogas,
which is mainly methane. This
is captured in the roofs of the
tanks, and then fed into one of
two gas engines on the site.
The site creates 2.4 MW of
electricity from the methane
on an ongoing basis – enough
to power 4,800 homes.
This electricity is then sold to
the National Grid, so the
message ‘From peelings to
pylons’ really is true.
Sufficient digestate is
produced to fertilize 2,500
acres of local farmland. Other
environmental benefits are
that solid food waste is not put
in landfill, and the digestate
helps replace fossil fuel
fertilizers, which are energy
hungry to manufacture, and

rainwater is used to minimise
water usage.
So, how does this impact me?
Well, the benefits are that the
food waste bin in your kitchen
can now be lined with recycled
plastic bags (bread bags, crisp
multipack bags, etc.). You no
longer need to buy
compostable liners.
Compostable liners and plastic
bags are removed during the
initial maceration of the food
waste, so it is ‘greener’ to
reuse a plastic bag than to buy
a new one. The mantra is
Reduce, Reuse then Recycle.
It is still fine to line your food
waste bins with newspaper
and to wrap food waste in
newspaper.
Agrivert are very proud of their
environmental credentials and
justly so. For further
information, check out
agrivert.co.uk. They have just
been awarded ‘Best Recycling
Business of the year 2017’
and take their corporate and
social responsibilities very
seriously. It was refreshing to
meet employees who are
proud to be part of a large
corporation and proud of how
that corporation is taking
social and environmental
responsibilities so seriously.
For a more in depth look at
what happens to your food
waste, follow this link:
https://www.agrivert.co.uk/abo
ut-agrivert/agrivert-inaction/anaerobic-digestionand-food-waste-recycling
Caroline Aldridge
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Food waste arrives at the Agrivert facility and gets tipped into the pit, which holds 80 tonnes of food waste.
Archimedes screws take the food waste to the macerator. Sieving removes large lumps and plastic bags,
which are piled up ready to go to another facility where they will be burnt to produce electricity.

Archimedes screws in action.

The macerated food is sent to 4 digesters, which look like large green
circus tents. The methane produced is burnt to produce electricity,
which is sold to the National Grid.
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KE Primary School Admissions Criteria?

Kidmore End CE Primary School

Chalkhouse Green Road, Kidmore End, Reading, RG4 9AU
Headteacher: Mrs L. Hull
Tel: (0118) 357 3149
Email: office@kidmore-end.co.uk
27th November 2017
Consultation on Admission Arrangements for Kidmore End CE School

Dear Sir/Madam
The Governors of Kidmore End CE Primary School, an Academy which is part of the Oxford Diocesan
Schools Trust, are consulting on proposed changes to their admissions arrangements. The proposed
changes would take effect from the beginning of the academic year 2019.
The changes are:
1. To remove Criteria 6, 7 and 8 which relate to church attendance.
2. To clarify Criteria 6 (currently Criteria 9) in relation to exceptional medical and social needs.
The admissions criteria would therefore be as follows:
1.

Looked-after children and children who were previously looked after, but ceased to be so
because, immediately after being looked after, they became subject to an adoption, child
arrangement or special guardianship order. (See Note 2)

2.

Children with a normal address within the agreed catchment area – the civil parishes of Kidmore
End and Mapledurham (see Note 3) and with a sibling (see Note 4) on the roll of the school at the
time of application or whose parent has accepted an offer of a place at the school and who is
expected still to be in attendance at the time of entry to the school.

3.

Children outside the catchment area with a sibling in the school at the time of application and
expected still to be on the school roll at the time of admission and where the sibling entered the
school between 1 September 2011 and 31 August 2016. This is a time limited criteria which will
cease in 2022.

4.

Children with a normal address within the agreed catchment area – the civil parishes of Kidmore
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End and Mapledurham (see note 3). Parents may be asked to provide proof of address e.g. recent
utility bill when they complete their application.
5.

Children with a sibling (see Note 4) on the roll of the school at the time of application or whose
parent has accepted an offer of a place at the school and who is expected still to be in
attendance at the time of entry to the school.

6.

Families who have exceptional medical or social circumstances that make it essential that their
child attends Kidmore End CE Primary School rather than any other. These needs must be fully
supported by written evidence from the appropriate professional person involved with the family.

7. All other children

The aim of these changes is to ensure that the arrangements continue to be appropriate and that they
comply with all the relevant requirements, while at the same time following advice from the Diocese
of Oxford that ‘encourages schools where possible not to use church affiliation criteria in their
admissions policies. Most C of E schools were established to educate the ‘poor of the parish’ with no
requirement for families to be members of the church.’ The full admissions policy and details relating to
the consultation are available on the school’s website – http://moodle.kidmore-end.co.uk/.
The consultation will run from 4th December 2017 to 19th January 2018. If you wish to comment on the
proposed changes, please contact Mrs Helena Wheatman at the school address or by email to
office@kidmore-end.co.uk.

Yours faithfully

Helena Wheatman
Chair of Admissions Committee
Kidmore End CE Governing Body
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Local Weather Report: Autumn 2017
Average
Minimum
Temperature

Average
Maximum
Temperature

Rainfall
Totals

Highest

C

F

C

F

mm

in

mm

September

10.6

51

17.6

64

71

2.8

14

October

9.6

50

15.7

60

23

0.9

6

November

3.5

38

10.1

50

74

2.9

21

168

6.6

Rainfall - 3 months to end November 2017

in (day)
0.5 (24th)
0.2 (17th&19th)
0.8 (3rd)

This year Autumn has been more typical than preceding years as it was cooler and drier than in
2016, with no notable records set (either good or bad). We had hoped for an ‘Indian Summer’ to
make up for the disappointing summer season but that did not materialise. September
temperatures returned to the normal averages for the month 17.6 C/64 F compared to 20.1 C/68 F
last year but average October & November temperatures were slightly warmer than in previous
years.
October was the driest month with no day recording more than 6 mm/0.2 in of rain, 24 days were
either dry or had only a trace of rain. During this three months there were only two days which
recorded more than 13 mm/0.5 in rain and none that recorded 25 mm/1 in.
The first frost was on 27th October with the first significant frost (i.e. when I had to scrape my car)
on 29th October. The first sub-zero temperature was on November 5th, there were a total of five
sub-zero temperatures in November.

Lowest and Highest temperatures for 3 months to November 2017
Lowest
C

Highest

F (day)

C

F (day)

September

4.9

41 (21 )

22.3

72 (4th)

October

2.4

36 (29th)

20.3

69 (16th)

November

-2.2

28 (24th)

14.6

58 (22nd)

Chris Brook

st
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Gardening
The long nights are getting shorter now, and it is time to look forward to
Spring 2018.
The borders and lawns will have taken a battering after the winter
weather, so now is the time to give your plants the boost that they
need to give them a head start and promote healthy growth.
Depending upon when the warmer weather arrives, you should start to
cut the lawn when the grass starts to grow again, usually in March.
Apply a moss killer following the instructions on the packet, but do not
be tempted to add more than the recommended amount. A good way
to green up the lawn is to apply iron sulphate (10 g per m2) as a
fertilizer. This has the added advantage of killing the moss, and will give the lawn a good boost.
Sort out the lawn edges now, and reseed bare patches. Do not mow your naturalised bulbs in the
lawn. These will need a feed with an all-round fertilizer like Growmore, Vitax or Osmocote
during/after flowering so that the bulbs can bulk up ready for flowering in Spring 2019.
Winter rain leaches nutrients out of the soil, so put these back by sprinkling fertilizer (listed above)
over the borders. Follow the instructions on the packet, and do not over-feed or you may burn/kill
your plants.
Many perennials can be divided now. This promotes healthy growth, and gives the thrifty gardener
more plants for the borders or to give away.
I am afraid that the weeds have started to germinate. You know what to do! While you are busy
weeding, watch out for slugs nibbling new shoots, particularly of delphiniums and lupins, although
slugs are not fussy when it comes to the first green shoots of spring.
If you have not finished clipping your hedges over the winter, then quickly get this job done now.
It is illegal to disturb nesting birds, and spring is just around the corner, so if you leave it too late,
you will be waiting until June to get this job finished.
Jobs to do in the veggie plot include digging over vacant plots, pruning fruit trees, forcing rhubarb
and chitting potatoes. If you still have some time, tidying the shed/greenhouse and washing out
pots and seed trays will keep those pests and diseases at bay.
Caroline Aldridge

Do you have news or information which would be of interest to others in the Parish?
Let us know by emailing the editor or calling any newsletter team member
(Contact details at the bottom of page 20)

Hire the Diamond Jubilee Pavilion

The pavilion can be rented throughout the week. At a
rate of £10 per hour. The pavilion is suitable for children's parties, wedding receptions, fitness or
other classes and a host of other activities Please contact Mr Penfold on 0118 947 3130 or go to
Diamond Jubilee Pavilion for further information or to make a booking

Newsletter
Winter 2017/18

Useful Numbers and Contacts
Thames Valley Police, non emergency
101
emergency
999
website
www.thamesvalley.police.uk
Crime Stoppers (anonymous)
Victim Support

0800 555 111
01865 751511

Winter 2017/18

SODC

Parish Council Meetings:

ORCC Directory of Transport Schemes
email

21 Feb 2018
21 Mar 2018
18 Apr 2018

at 8pm in Kidmore End Parish Room
including 10 minutes public session.

email: info@southoxon.gov.uk 01235 422422
Open:

Mon-Thu
Fri

8.30 am - 5.00 pm
8.30 am - 4.30 pm

01865 883433
orc@oxonrcc.org.uk

Oxfordshire Rural Community Council,
Jericho Farm, Worton, Oxon OX29 4SZ
Oxfordshire Highways

0845 310 1111
www.oxfordshirehighways.org

Fix my Street

http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk

Parish Councillors
Parish Council Chairman
Clerk to the Council

Sue Biggs
Roger Penfold
email

chairman@kepc.info
0118 947 3130
clerk@kepc.info

30 Venetia Close, Emmer Green, Reading RG4 8UG

Friends of Sonning Common Library
Application form

http://www.kepc.info/
news.php#foscl-application

District Councillor
Rob Simister (robert.simister@southoxon.gov.uk)

01491 576352

County Councillor
Kevin Bulmer (kevin.bulmer@oxfordshire.gov.uk)

07803 005680

Citizens Advice Bureau

03444 111444

Services available at 32 Market Place, Henley
Drop-in service - Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri 10 - 1pm; Wed 3 - 6pm
Pre-booked appointments - Mon, Tue, Thu 10 - 4pm; Wed 3 - 6pm; Fri 10 - 4pm
Telephone advice - Mon, Tue, Wed 10 - 6pm; Thu 10 - 6.30pm; Fri 10 - 4pm

Services also available at: (call above number for an appointment)
Watlington Parish Office (Old School Place)
Woodcote Community Centre (Old School House)

CAB (Henley) website

www.caox.org.uk/henley

Kidmore End Parish Room
Bookings: Paula Beville
Newsletter/Website
Contributions
Are we missing your club or society?
Would you like to see their activities
listed in the Newsletter? Do you have
any news items or pictures for the
Parish?
If you would like to contribute to the
next edition, or to the website we’d be
delighted to hear from you. Articles
can be sent to editor of the editorial
board or directly to the website
webmaster
The closing date for the next edition is
16 Mar 2018.

10 - 11am (Thursdays)
10 - 11am (Fridays)

0118 972 2247

Diamond Jubilee Pavilion at Gallowstree Common
Bookings: Roger Penfold
0118 947 3130
Kidmore End Memorial Hall
Bookings: Debbie Page

07802 347943

Newsletter Editorial Board

Caroline Aldridge (Editor) (editor@kepc.info )

0118 972 3700

Andy Miros

0118 972 1001

Jackie Russell

0118 972 2214

Shelia Forde

0118 972 2052

Ana Silva O’Reilly (webmaster)
Parish Council website

Printed by Henley College Reprographics Dept.

Contact: Nancy Barlow 01491 634107

webmaster@kepc.info
www.kepc.info
E-mail: nbar@henleycol.ac.uk

