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Chairman's Report
Although it has been summertime and the Council does not meet in August, there has been quite a lot going
on, particularly around housing and planning applications for larger developments. The Council would like to
hear what interests you, so please go to the website and let us know your views.
Play Areas
The play area renovation at Gallowstree Common and Kidmore End is now complete and the Gallowstree
Common play area will be officially opened at 10.00 am on 21 October.
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The new piece of equipment at Gallowstree Common has been
complimented by those who have played on it. The safety surfacing in
both areas is now grass with safety matting. In time the matting will
become invisible as the grass grows through it. We hope that the new
equipment will be well used and bring a lot of fun and pleasure. Many
thanks to everyone who helped along the way, from the beginning with
the school council to the end with storing swings, watering turf and
assisting with water provision - it was a great community project.
Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP)
The first meeting of the steering group was held at the beginning of
the month. There are 17 members of the group, with representatives
from all 5 villages. Members of the group have a wide a range of
skills. An application has been submitted to South Oxfordshire District
Council (SODC) for the parish boundary to be the designated
boundary for the NDP.
The NDP is likely to have an impact on many aspects of life in the
villages and the involvement of everyone is key to the success of the
project. Regular updates will be available via website and newsletter.
We are currently working on an NDP web page. You can view other
neighbourhood plans on the SODC website.
continued on page 2
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http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/services-and-advice/planning-and-building/planning-policy/neighbourhoodplans

If you would like to be involved or would like further information please contact me at
chairman@kepc.info.
SODC Emerging Local Plan
The Local Plan is where SODC explains where they think new houses, retail and employment
should be located up until 2033, and the infrastructure required to support it. This October you will
have a final opportunity to comment on the Plan. This consultation is different from the previous
ones in that there are questions that SODC must ask, relating specifically to the legality of the
Plan. This important document will help to shape the future of South Oxfordshire and will be used
to help make decisions on planning applications so it is critical that as many people comment as
possible.
Look out for further information, including a fact sheet with all the information you will need about
how to respond to the consultation. Once the consultation deadline has passed, SODC will send
all the comments along with the Local Plan and evidence studies to the Planning Inspectorate for
examination. Further information will be on the website once available.
Government Consultation on Revised Method of Assessing Housing Need
The Government is currently consulting on a number of reforms to the planning system including
the method for calculating housing need. The final outcome might be a reduction in the number of
houses that the government says SODC need to build in South Oxfordshire. Given the current
housing climate and the land supply issue which is hounding SODC, it would be wise to take a look
and respond to the consultation. It could have a significant impact on the number of houses being
built in the future. Follow this link: bit.ly/2xmyDse.
Sign Up for the Website
The Council would like to encourage you to sign up to email alerts on the KEPC website, as this is
a cost-free way for the Council to communicate with everyone in the Parish about what is
happening locally.
20 mph Speed Limit
The Council has supported the request to reduce the speed limit to 20 mph in Kidmore End village
following concern from parishioners about the speed of traffic, particularly at school times. This
has now been approved by Oxfordshire County Council and we look forward to implementation of
the decision.
Large Local Planning Application Decisions
Eye and Dunsden - P16/S3630/O
This is the application by Gladman to build 245 houses on land next to Emmer Green.
The SODC Planning Committee refused planning permission on 6 September. This decision was
greeted with a great deal of pleasure, as there has been a lot of co-operation between local parish
councils and the residents’ association of Emmer Green in opposition to this application. A number
of buses took local members of the community from Sonning Common to the committee meeting to
show how they felt about the application, and the demonstration was covered by the media.
For further information go to
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P16/
S3630/O#exactline
Sonning Common - P16/S3707/O
This application for housing on land off Kennylands Road, which is within Sonning Common's NDP
...continued on page 3
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area, was also refused, as the request was for an increase in the number of houses from the
number agreed in the NDP. This is a positive outcome for the Sonning Common Parish Council
and NDPs generally.
Thames Farm Application
This planning application is for land near Shiplake and is within the area of the Henley and
Harpsden NDP. There have been a number of planning applications and this appeal was not the
first. The appeal inspector decided in favour of the owner, citing the lack of affordable housing and
the lack of a 5-year land supply in SODC. I gather that SODC have now said they are going to
fight this appeal decision in the courts.
War Memorial
You may have noticed that the tape has been removed from around the war memorial. There
were concerns about its safety, as it appeared to have moved and to be tilting slightly. Structural
surveys indicate that it is safe, which is great news.
Dogs and the Play Areas
It is very disappointing to hear of instances of dog fouling in one of the play areas, which is clearly
unacceptable. I would like to remind dog owners that dogs should be kept on a lead in the play
areas and any mess cleared up and taken away.
Phone Boxes
The council owns two former phone boxes, one in Chalkhouse Green and one in Kidmore End,
and we are in the process of buying another at Cane End. We have been working to improve the
kiosks.
The Kidmore End kiosk has been turned around and the Chalkhouse green kiosk was repainted
last year and new glass fitted. We are now moving to the next stage of working on what will go
inside.
Highway verge cutting
This work is now being undertaken by a local company hired by the Parish Council rather than
Oxfordshire Highways. There has been a considerable improvement in the cutting of the verges,
particularly noticeable at the junction of Horsepond Road and Wood Lane in Gallowstree Common.
Pavilion Hire
If you would like to hire the Diamond Jubilee Pavilion at Gallowstree Common, please contact Mr
Penfold at clerk@kepc.info.
Hedge Cutting
I have had a number of people commenting about roadside hedges getting wider and thus making
the local roads narrower. We have narrow lanes and to make everyone safer, if you are a home
owner or landowner, please could you cut back your roadside hedges. Thank you.
Free Bark
There is still free bark at the Gallowstree Common Recreation Ground, in a pile in the car park
area. If you would like to take some, it would be helpful to us and you.
If you would like to get involved with the Parish Council or with the Kidmore End Neighbourhood
Development Plan please contact us via the website.
Sue Biggs Chairman of the Parish Council
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The Parish Church
Stewart Morgan having been ordained Deacon by the Bishop of Oxford, is now the Revd Stewart
Morgan and is serving as a non-stipendiary Ordained Local Minister in the Benefice (this Parish
together with Rotherfield Peppard), a very welcome strengthening of our ministry team. We wish
Stewart, together with his wife Val, much happiness in his new role.
Stewart (centre) with Bishop Colin (of Dorchester) and Rector James
In the summer newsletter, reference was made to our
hope that the appointment of an Associate Priest to work
alongside the Rector and his ministry team would soon be
announced, and the good news is that by the time this
issue of the newsletter appears the Revd Sheila Walker,
having been licensed by the Bishop of Dorchester, will
have begun her service as Associate Priest in the
Benefice. Sheila and her husband Tim have come from
Exeter and we wish them much happiness in this new
chapter of their lives.
A kind invitation from the school to participate in their
Summer Music Concert resulted in contributions from the
church choir and the Rector. These, together with
excellent performances by the extremely talented pupils,
provided a highly entertaining evening for those fortunate
enough to be present.
Forthcoming church events (worth a diary note) are:
Harvest Lunch – This “Bring and Share” lunch will be held
in the school, following the 11am service in St John’s on
15 October. No charge, but a ticket must be obtained
beforehand.
Evening of Wine and Song – Last year’s event was such a success, a repeat has been arranged
for Saturday 21 October.
All Soulstide is the time we hold a special service for those who wish to remember dear
ones who have died, possibly but not exclusively, in the last year. The service will be held in
St John’s at 4.30pm on Sunday 5 November. All are welcome, whether regular churchgoers or
not. Those present at the service who so wish, will be able to light a candle in memory of
someone/those whom they love but see no longer. Additionally, a list of names of those asked to
be specially remembered will be read out. Such names should be submitted beforehand to one of
the Churchwardens – Mr Robert Lynch (0118 9724699) or Mrs Karen Broadbent (0118 9724606).
Remembrance Sunday this year is on 12 November and those wishing to attend the service,
at the War Memorial in Kidmore End, are requested to assemble at 10.50am. After the service at
the War Memorial, there will be a service in St John’s Church, at which all are welcome and at
which the British Legion colours together with those of the Scouts, Cubs and Beavers, are
received into the sanctuary.
Christmas Fair – This popular event, at which we are pleased to join forces with the school, will
be held in the school on 25 November.
Christingle - A Christingle is a lighted candle set in an orange, representing Christ as the Light of
the World. We have two Christingle services in the Parish, at which each child is presented with a
….contd on page 5
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Christingle. The first will be held in St John’s on Sunday 3 December, and the second in Christ
the King Church, Sonning Common on Christmas Eve. Both services commence at 4.30pm.
Since this will be the last issue of the newsletter before Christmas, details of our Christmas
services are being included now. It is suggested, however, that these dates be checked nearer
the time, by reference to our church magazine or to our website.
The annual Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is held between 18 and 25 January each year.
Look out for details of a local ecumenical service to mark this occasion.

Christmas Services
Sunday 3 December

4.30pm

Christingle Service at St John’s

Friday 22 December

7.30pm

Service of Carols and Readings at St John’s

Sunday 24 December

4.30pm

Christingle Service, at Christ the King,
Sonning Common

11.00pm
Christmas Day

9.30am
10.30am

Midnight Mass, at St John’s
Family Eucharist, with Carols at Christ the King,
Sonning Common
Family Eucharist with Carols, at St John’s

Readers wishing to keep up-to-date with church news/events should refer to:
Our websites www.lambandflag.org and www.achurchnearyou.com.
Our church magazine, The Lamb and Flag, and our notice board at St John’s (near the entrance
to the school playground).
Note - To receive our weekly parish newsletter by email, readers should subscribe
(free) on our Lamb and Flag website (see above). The link, to “Weekly Parish
Notices”, can be found on that website’s welcome page.
Neil Scott (On behalf of the Parochial Church Council)

Carol Singing in New Inn Kidmore End
7th December at 7pm
Everyone Welcome
Raising funds for
Motor Neurone Disease Association
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Consultation to Reduce the Number of Kidmore End Parish
Councillors
The parish council asked SODC to conduct a review to consider reducing the number of parish
councillors from 12 to 10 to reflect the reduced electorate that has existed since 1977 when the
boundary of the parish was changed as a result of the transfer of properties to Reading Borough
Council. The district council supports the reduction as a reasonable and sustainable level of
representation.
SODC would like to know your views on whether the number of parish councillors on Kidmore End
Council should be reduced. The district council is not proposing any changes to any of the parish
council’s other community governance arrangements.
Any comments should address whether the reduction will provide effective and convenient
representation of local residents at parish level having regard to the size and population of the
local community.
The closing date for comments is 30 November 2017.
You can let SODC know your comments by emailing steven.corrigan@southandvale.gov.uk or
alternatively in writing to:
Steven Corrigan
Democratic Services Manager
South Oxfordshire District Council
Legal and Democratic Services
135 Eastern Avenue
Milton Park
Milton
OX14 4SB
Sue Biggs Chairman of the Parish Council

The New Inn Raises Money For Local Causes
On July 15, Dora Szymborska of the New Inn Pub
in Kidmore End, organised a Wild West BBQ to
raise funds for local organisations including FISH,
Kidmore End Pre-school and Kidmore End Parish
Council.
Two local bands played during the afternoon and
there were lots of activities to keep the children
amused including face painting and a bouncy
castle. Many people came in their best Wild West
fancy dress, and the whole day was a fantastic
success.
Dora and the tractor boys, Paul Jenkins and
Johnny Lambourne, who spent most of the
afternoon providing tractor rides, raised £162.50
for Kidmore End Parish Council, £162.50 for
Kidmore End Pre-school, and funds for FISH. Our
grateful thanks go to them all for their generosity,
and for organising such a fun event.
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Good News for Kidmore End War Memorial
Following extensive investigations during July, it can be confirmed that our War Memorial,
although leaning towards the road, is in no danger of falling over. Structural engineers have
certified that the War Memorial is safe at the moment.
This work has been paid for from Parish Council and Parochial Church Council funds, so I am sure
that we all extend our thanks to both organisations. Our War Memorial is an important landscape
feature in the parish, and it is important to maintain it in a fit and proper state for future generations
to appreciate.
There are some small repairs that need to be made to the lettering on the War Memorial and a
possible name change to correct a spelling mistake made in 1921. We will be applying for a grant
to help pay for this, so please watch out for more details.
If you have any information about the War Memorial, please send it to Imogen at
warmemorial@kepc.info.

Sonning Common & District Tennis Club
If you are a member of a tennis club I hope you have had a great Summer playing tennis, you will
know that tennis is a fantastic sport playable by all ages and with all levels of experience.
However there are a lot of people who say that they can't play tennis, or have never played tennis.
If you have never picked up a tennis racket but fancy a go, or you want your young children to be
active and get some exercise, then give us a call or drop us an email.
Our tennis club is in a delightful setting not far from any of our local villages, just two tarmac courts
in excellent condition that are free for use for much of the time and can be used all year round,
including this coming Autumn and Winter!
At only £30 per annum per family, or £20 per adult each year we provide great value for money.
The aim of the club is to provide an affordable and informal facility in the area for those who want
access to a tennis court for themselves, their friends and their family.
For any who then want to have coaching or compete in tournaments we are lucky to have other
excellent local tennis clubs that they can join.
So dust off that racket, dig out those trainers, get in touch and give it a go.
Please contact me for more information or if you have any questions about our club. Dave Pinder
(01491 680324) info@sonningcommontennisclub.org.
Or visit our website; www.sonningcommontennisclub.org.
Dave Pinder
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Telephone Box News
Hugh Thresher and myself were asked at a parish council
meeting if it was possible to move the Kidmore End
telephone kiosk away from the hedge, and to rotate it 180
degrees so that the door faced the road rather than the
hedge. Well as a couple of chaps who enjoy a challenge...
So how do you turn a K6 telephone kiosk that weighs about
two thirds of a ton? Well, first of all you need to find out
how the K6 (named Kevin for no other reason than, well, it
had to be called something) is attached to the concrete
base. With the aid of club hammers, cold chisels, crow
bars (rather slow), a small kango and generator (that's
better), the corners of the base were removed to reveal the
four small feet that are part of the framework which in turn
are embedded into the concrete. So, that is how Kevin is
attached to the concrete base.
Next you need to remove
enough soil to enable a large
wooden block to be placed
under each corner to take the
weight of Kevin when the rest
of the outer edge of the floor
is removed. With the kiosk
sitting on the blocks it was
time to make the new

concrete pad for Kevin to sit on. This was done by
excavating a hole about nine inches deep, which was filled
with three quarters of a ton of concrete. We had to
remember to leave a void in each of the corners otherwise
we would not be able to reattach Kevin to the new
concrete base.
After allowing the base to harden you need a helping hand
from a local farm manager who just happens to have a
piece of kit that can lift Kevin off of the blocks and onto the
new base as per photo! This was achieved by removing
two panes of glass from just under the roof to enable the
heavy duty straps to be passed through the slots. With the
kiosk now sitting on the new base the corners were filled
and the floor made up to sill level using about another four
inches of concrete. Job done.
We are most grateful for the help of Roddy Young and his
colleague, also Andy Austin for supplying water for the
mixing of concrete and providing the action shot, but most
of all to our long suffering wives Sue and Ros who lost
count of the hours they were left abandoned for Kevin!!!
Trevor Perchard
See also ‘Iconic Red Telephone Boxes Seeking New Role’ pg15
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A Neighbourhood Development Plan for Kidmore End Parish
On 7July there was a pubic meeting at the Pavilion in Gallowstree Common to discuss whether our
parish should consider embarking on a Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP). At the packed
meeting, attended by over 75 local people, Sue Biggs and Ricardo Riach led a fascinating
discussion about neighbourhood development planning. The overall consensus was that Kidmore
End Parish should consider an NDP. Residents volunteered to help on the steering group, and
others volunteered their time to help with administrative duties including conducting surveys. At
the Parish Council Meeting on 19 July, the council discussed the public meeting held on 7 July and
concluded that there seemed to be sufficient interest and support from residents for the venture,
and decided, therefore, that an NDP, to cover the whole Parish, should be prepared.
Residents from all hamlets within the parish who expressed an interest in serving on the steering
group met on 7 September to discuss what to do next. Ian Pearson and Sue Biggs are
representing the council on the steering group, with Sue being voted in as Chair of the steering
group for the time being.
If you would like to take an active role in the plan preparation, but have not previously indicated
this, please contact Sue Biggs, via chairman@kepc.info.
In the meantime, South Oxfordshire District Council has been notified of the decision to draft a
NDP for the Parish.

Do you have news or information which would be of interest to others in the Parish?
Let us know by emailing the editor or calling any newsletter team member
(Contact details at the bottom of page 18)
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Kidmore End CE (VA) Primary School
We read a lot about local
authority services being cut,
but we are so fortunate here
in Oxfordshire to still have
access to the Oxfordshire
County Music Service and to
the fabulous outdoor
education centres run by
Oxfordshire Outdoors. I know
there has been huge amounts
of work and creative thinking
put into keeping these
services open and
providing the richness
of learning our children
so deserve. The
outdoor service is now
operated by
Groundwork South and
provides the same
fabulous range of
activities at their
centres at Yenworthy,
Kilvrough and
Woodlands.
I visited our Year Six
class yesterday at
Woodlands in the
beautiful Wye Valley; I
know former pupils
reading this will have
fond memories of
residential trips there.
I arrived in time to wave
off the two caving
groups – a few nervous
faces were turned into
delighted smiles by the
afternoon when they returned
having conquered the
‘toothpaste tube’ and ‘ironing
board’ obstacles. Miss Dove
and I stayed on site with the
high ropes and climbing
group, and literally saw
children reaching new heights
both in their skills of climbing
and balance as well as their
teamwork and selfawareness.

There were many highlights to
the few hours I spent there –
the child who said the whole
way up the wall ‘I can’t do it’
and then was stunned when
they reached the top, the child
who helped all the others land
safely on the short zip wire
hanging between two trees,
including his teacher, and the
child who discovered that
climbing was his ‘thing’ and
spent all day grinning from ear

to ear. I could continue this list
for some time, as the sheer
magic of residential trips is that
in every child and every activity
you see something new and
positive that you can take back
to the classroom for the rest of
the year. And that is why we
do this trip in September.
It was also really lovely to see
the children chatting and

playing with new friends from
the other school staying at the
centre this week, Chalgrove
Primary. This is another
school close to my heart,
having taught there prior to
coming to Kidmore End, so it
was particularly good to see.
As our children tend to move
on to a wide range of
secondary schools, it is
great that they have
opportunities to make
friends from other
schools, and we hope
that the classes will be
able to keep in touch
over the year.
The staff at Woodlands
are simply superb –
they get to know the
children incredibly
quickly and give
considerable thought in
their team meetings and
individually as to how to
ensure opportunities for
leadership,
independence and
teamwork. As a parent
it is absolutely eyeopening to see how
independent and
responsible children can
become in a few short days
with the right environment. It is
also just delightful to hear the
chatter about the day’s
activities, which I am sure will
continue all weekend in homes
throughout our local area as
children update their families
on their adventures.
The other County facility which
we continue to make good use
of is the
...continued on page 11
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Kidmore End CE (VA) Primary School
Oxfordshire County Music
Service. Our children are
fortunate to learn the recorder
in Years 3 and 4, taught by Mr
Marples, and then to have
whole class teaching of the
clarinet from the County Music
Service First Access
programme. We also have
individual lessons in guitar,
keyboard and woodwind in
school. This, linked with our
own specialist music teaching
from Mrs Thomas, means that
children gain a wide range of
musical skills by the time they
leave school. At the end of last
term we held a concert, along
Linda Hull

...from page 10

with the choir from St John the
Baptist Church, celebrating all
the musical talent we have in
our school community.
The concert, held at St John
the Baptist Church, was an
absolute triumph. I was such a
proud headteacher driving
home having seen so many
children play confidently for an
audience, and sing out along
with the Choir from St Johns.
Callum and Henry in Year Five
did a marvellous job of
compering the evening, and
the audience included not only
families of the musicians but

many members of the local
community.
I am very thankful to Mrs
Thomas and Mrs Salt for
encouraging all the children to
contribute to the concert,
including those children who
learn instruments outside
school and those who have
only been playing for a short
time. We enjoyed music from
Twinkle, Twinkle to AC/DC’s
Back in Black, and from
Dvorak to James Bond, and all
loved Mrs Thomas’ duet with
Reverend James Stickings.
What a truly special evening
for our school and community!

Headteacher

Play Area News
As you know, work started on the play areas in
Gallowstree Common and Kidmore End on 27
June. I am delighted to say that 12 weeks later,
on 26 August, work on the play areas was
completed! It was a long summer with the project
going awry several times due to weather
conditions and supply problems, but everyone
tried their best to ensure that the play areas were
useable by the end of August. Works were
completed in time for the bank holiday.
We would all like to extend our grateful thanks to
Sue Biggs, who project managed both play
areas, and to all the volunteers who watered the
grass, not forgetting everyone else in the
community who supported the project. All the
kind donations for bark will go towards paying for
the project. Please come along to your local
play area just to see the improvements!
The Gallowstree Common play area will be
officially opened at 10.00 am on 21 October.
Caroline Aldridge
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Kidmore End Pre-School
Hello from the pre-school. I
hope you had an enjoyable
summer holiday. We are off
and running into the first term
of the new academic year and
the memories of my children
at the park rushing about and
enjoying the freedom of the
holidays and the space around
them are gently fading!
At our lovely little pre-school
you can feel the friendship and
family feel whenever you are
there. Over the summer I
showed several potential new
little people and their families
around pre-school and
received very kind comments
on our lovely atmosphere.
The Summer Term was a
busy one for us. From
welcoming a beekeeper who
showed the children how to
build a hive, followed by bread
and honey at snack time, to
running a sweet tombola in
Albert Road Park, from
running a photo booth at the
primary school sports day fete
and then ending up with our
End-of-Term party and
Leavers’ presentations: it was
remarkably hectic and we
were all looking forward to our
summer break.

A very important
thing for us at the
pre-school is our
place within the
village fabric and
the simply
wonderful
community spirit that runs
through Kidmore End. We
were totally surprised, touched
and thrilled to receive a very
generous and unexpected
donation recently, presented
to us by Dora Szymborska at
the New Inn, Paul Jenkins and
Johnny Lambourne.
Dora organized a Wild West
fundraiser for the village on
Saturday 15 July and the
lovely tractor boys also ferried
people around. They kindly
presented us with a share of
the funds raised for charity.
We are extremely grateful and
send our sincere thanks to the
organizers and participants
alike.
After a little break and
relaxation, we are looking
forward to attacking the new
term with gusto. Our staff
have finalized our plans for the
term’s activities and we have
some new families joining us,
and so we are off and away!

Best wishes Emma Hawker, Business Manager and Registrar

Our topic this term is
Transport (Land) and we have
lots of things planned around
this theme for the children to
take part in and explore.
Kidmore End Pre-School is a
small pre-school set in a rural
location, with session numbers
limited to 14 children. I do still
have a limited number of
spaces on the register so if
you would like more
information about our
wonderful pre-school, or you
would like to add your child to
our waiting list, please do not
hesitate to let me know. You
can contact me on
0118 9484985 or e-mail
enquiries@keps.co.uk
as soon as possible.
Please see our website at
www.kidmoreendpreschool.co.uk

for further information or find
us on Facebook
@kidmoreendpreschool

K IDM ORE E ND P ARIS H C OU NCI L

P AGE 1 3

Meet Your Parish Councilliors
Sue Biggs
Chairman, Plans, Finance, Transport,
Representative on Chilterns Conservation Board
Phone: 0118 9723456
Email: chairman@kepc.co.uk
Location: Kidmore End
Sue was born in Emsworth, Hampshire and spent her
early years travelling with her parents around numerous
RAF stations, moving eventually to Wallingford when she
was seven years old. She trained to be a nurse at Great
Ormond Street Hospital and the London Hospital, qualifying in 1972, and as a Health Visitor in
1980. She worked in London until moving to Kidmore End in 1990.
Sue undertook and completed a degree at the University of Reading in 2004 and has completed
the first year of an MA. She recently worked for the Department of Health in a regional capacity,
and is now working part time as a Health Visitor for Berkshire NHS Foundation Trust in Reading.
Sue also works as a volunteer at the Sue Ryder Care Home and at Homestart Reading. Sue and
her husband Mark have three grown up sons who live locally.
Sue was co-opted to the Parish Council in 2008 and, before that, was Chairperson of Kidmore
End Environment Preservation (KEEP), a body concerned to help preserve the environment of
Kidmore End and its neighbourhood.
As a Parish Councillor, Sue takes a keen interest in preserving the rural character of the area and
also in transport and community issues. Her other interests include walking, biking, reading,
skiing and gardening. She is also a member of the South Chiltern Choral Society. For Parish
matters, Sue can be contacted on 01189 723 456 or at chairman@kepc.co.uk

Iain Pearson
Councillor, Chairman of the Finance & Playing Fields
committees
Location: Kidmore End
Iain is currently chairman of the Finance Committee,
chairman of the Playing Fields Committee and was the
parish representative on the Sonning Common
Neighbourhood Development Plan.
He is currently a parish representative on the CAGE Eye
and Dunsden committee. He looks forward to serving the
residents of the five hamlets and adding value to the parish.
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Go Active Gold
Tai Chi Classes
Taking place at the Diamond Jubilee Pavilion, Gallowstree Common

Mondays at 11.00 am – 12.00 pm.
Pilates and Senior Circuits
Classes are taking place at Rotherfield Peppard Pavilion as follows:
Pilates:
Mondays 11.00 am – 12.00 pm.
Please contact Diana Solberg at diana.physio@mail.com.
Keep Fit Senior Circuits: Thursdays 9.30 am – 10.30
Please contact Val Edson at val.edson@ntlworld.com.

£5.00
am.

£6.00

South Chiltern Choral Society

South Chiltern Choral Society
Christmas Concerts
Chiltern Edge School
Saturday 16 December 7.30 pm
Sunday 17 December 2 pm.
Tickets £12, under 21s £6, available from www.southchilternchoralsociety.org.uk

Tokens Green Carol Singing Sunday 17 December 5.30pm.
Come and join in the singing around the village. Meet at the post box, mulled wine and mince pies
afterwards for all carol singers.
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Iconic Red Phone Boxes Seeking a New Role
The iconic red phone box, along with the red post box and black
London taxi, are instantly recognisable symbols of Britain. The
original K2 phone box, which was designed by Sir Giles Gilbert
Scott in 1924, was installed mainly in London. The updated K6
version - which we have in Kidmore End, Chalkhouse Green and
Cane End, was designed in 1935 to coincide with the Silver
Jubilee of King George V. Indeed, it was originally known as the
Jubilee kiosk.
When the K6 was introduced there was much debate over its
colour. In London, it was painted Post Office Red 'to ensure that
it could be readily distinguishable from its surroundings so as to
be recognised from a distance by a stranger in the stress of an
emergency.' However, under pressure from the Council for the
Preservation of Rural England, the GPO conceded that in areas
of outstanding natural beauty, phone boxes could be painted
dark grey. Over time, nearly all kiosks in villages and hamlets
across Britain were painted red.
On the 80th anniversary of the red phone box in October 2016,
British Telecom reported that just 12,000 of the original 92,000
kiosks remain of which 4,000 have been adopted by
communities in Britain.
Adopted phone boxes are being used as
libraries, art galleries, mini-shops and
information centres, and the Community Heartbeat Trust charity has
installed defibrillators in 75% of the adopted local phone boxes. In some
cases, the phone boxes are merely re-painted and left as part of local
heritage in the same way as a disused but well-loved village well.
Building on the fantastic work of Trevor Perchard and Hugh Thresher in
re-positioning the Kidmore End phone box, my wife
Caroline and I have volunteered to co-ordinate the followon refurbishment of all three boxes in the Parish, and will
be working with others to identify new roles for these iconic
red kiosks. We will soon be establishing a page on the
Kidmore End website which we hope will encourage willing volunteers to work with
us in generating exciting and sustainable ideas on how to give the boxes new roles
which are appropriate to their specific location and will contribute to a sense of
community identity.
Alastair McAslan, Strathfillan, Tokers Green Lane.
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Local Weather Report: Summer 2017
Average
Minimum
Temperature
C

Rainfall

Average
Maximum
Temperature

F

C

Totals

Highest

F

mm

in

mm

in (day)

June

13.1

56

22.2

72

35

1.4

13

0.5 (5th)

July

15.7

60

24.5

76

97

3.8

29

1.1 (11th)

August

12.4

54

20.4

69

47

1.8

10

0.4 (20th)

179

7.0

Rainfall - 3 months to end August 2017

This summer has been changeable, with a real mixture of weathers. We have had some days of
nice weather intermixed with cold wet days, making it difficult to plan days out/ picnics/ BBQs etc.
Early June was cool, followed by over two weeks of increasing temperatures and no rain. The
four-day spell from 18th to 21st was the hottest of the summer, with June 21 being the hottest day in
England for 40 years coming in at 33.6C/ 92F.
July was generally unsettled with the first half of the month being hottest, on July 6 the
temperature reached 31.9C/ 89F. Once again the weather turned colder and wetter from July 20
as the schools finished!
Although the August average temperatures were reasonable it was again noticeably cloudy with a
lack of sunshine even though the temperatures were warm. The best spell of weather started on
23rd and stayed with us right through the Bank Holiday - a pleasant change for a Bank Holiday
weekend and for those attending Reading Festival.
July was the wettest month with 97mm/ 3.8in, most of this falling on three days of tremendous
downpours (11th, 18th & 21st). In total we had 54 days without rain, the longest dry spell was 16
days in June.
We have had 39 days when the maximum temperature has been between 20C/ 68 F and 25C/
77F, plus another 12 days when the temperature has been between 25C/ 77F and 30C/ 86F and 5
days when the temperature has been over 30C/ 86F
Lowest and Highest temperatures for 3 months to August 2017
Lowest

Highest

C

F (day)

C

F (day)

June

7.9

46 (05th)

33.6

92 (21st)

July

9.8

50 (22th)

31.9

89 (6th)

August

7.6

46 (30th)

27.9

82 (27th)

Chris Brook
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Gardening
I know that I keep on saying how important this time of the year is for
planning for colour next Spring, but we really do need to plan now for
a fantastic 2018. Jobs to do now before the onset of dark nights and
more rain include, in no particular order
i)

trimming hedges to keep good lines during the winter, and to
ensure that no birds are disturbed if they roost in the hedge
during the coldest months;

ii)

giving your lawn some tender loving care by scarifying
(removing the moss), spiking compacted areas and feeding with Autumn feed; and

iii) splitting up congested herbaceous perennials and general tidying of the borders.
If you garden with wildlife in mind, there is no need to be too precious about removing everything
that has ‘gone over’. It is better to leave seed heads in place as winter food, and dried herbaceous
stems for beneficial insects to hibernate in over the cold months.
If you only have time to do one job over the next few months, then please make time to rake up all
the leaves from your lawns. This keeps the grass in good condition and provides the gardener
with leaf mould, one of the best things in the world for improving soil structure.
I always plant up some pots with bulbs to enjoy in the spring. This year, in addition to my 2 pots of
Tete-a-Tete daffodils, I am planning 2 pots of purple tulips. Tulips in pots only last one year,
whereas my Tete-a-Tete are in their 6th year now. All they need is topdressing and feeding, and
seem to be immune to vine weevil. Tulips, on the other hand, are a bit fussy, but when one can
buy 15 bulbs for £5, I think that the aesthetic enjoyment is good value. Talking about vine weevils,
now is the time to treat susceptible plants including primulas and heucheras, and any plant in a
pot. Adult vine weevils also have the cheek to come into your house to hibernate, so shake
houseplants to dislodge any unwelcome visitors.
Don’t forget your winter flowering pansies. Nothing beats their cheery flowers and amazing winter
hardiness, but sometimes it is good to try something new. Last year I planted up a special hanging
basket with hardy ferns and a beautiful hellebore, and this looked amazing for the whole winter,
and was so pretty in a shady spot that I left it in situ for the summer as well.
Plants that I tried this year and will not grow again include Tomato Idil, with tasteless yellow fruits
and climbing yellow courgette, which was not a good cropper. However, after saying that I will
never grow cucumbers again, I grew the best Moneymaker cucumbers that I have ever grown this
year, so plan to grow them again next year!
Have fun looking at all the bulb catalogues, and enjoy the last warm days of the year. Autumn is
going to be spectacular this year, and I have a feeling that winter will be with us before we know it.
Caroline Aldridge

Hire the Diamond Jubilee Pavilion

The pavilion can be rented throughout the week. At a
rate of £10 per hour. The pavilion is suitable for children's parties, wedding receptions, fitness or
other classes and a host of other activities Please contact Mr Penfold on 0118 947 3130 or go to
Diamond Jubilee Pavilion for further information or to make a booking

Newsletter
Autumn 2017

Useful Numbers and Contacts
Thames Valley Police, non emergency
101
emergency
999
website
www.thamesvalley.police.uk
Crime Stoppers (anonymous)
Victim Support

0800 555 111
01865 751511

Autumn 2017

SODC

Parish Council Meetings:

ORCC Directory of Transport Schemes
email

18 Oct 2017
22 Nov 2017
13 Dec 2017

at 8pm in Kidmore End Parish Room
including 10 minutes public session.

email: info@southoxon.gov.uk 01235 422422
Open:

Mon-Thu
Fri

8.30 am - 5.00 pm
8.30 am - 4.30 pm

01865 883433
orc@oxonrcc.org.uk

Oxfordshire Rural Community Council,
Jericho Farm, Worton, Oxon OX29 4SZ
Oxfordshire Highways

0845 310 1111
www.oxfordshirehighways.org

Fix my Street

http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk

Parish Councillors
Parish Council Chairman
Clerk to the Council

Sue Biggs
Roger Penfold
email

chairman@kepc.info
0118 947 3130
clerk@kepc.info

30 Venetia Close, Emmer Green, Reading RG4 8UG

Friends of Sonning Common Library
Application form

http://www.kepc.info/
news.php#foscl-application

District Councillor
Rob Simister (robert.simister@southoxon.gov.uk)

01491 576352

County Councillor
Kevin Bulmer (kevin.bulmer@oxfordshire.gov.uk)

07803 005680

Citizens Advice Bureau

03444 111444

Services available at 32 Market Place, Henley
Drop-in service - Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri 10 - 1pm; Wed 3 - 6pm
Pre-booked appointments - Mon, Tue, Thu 10 - 4pm; Wed 3 - 6pm; Fri 10 - 4pm
Telephone advice - Mon, Tue, Wed 10 - 6pm; Thu 10 - 6.30pm; Fri 10 - 4pm

Services also available at: (call above number for an appointment)
Watlington Parish Office (Old School Place)
Woodcote Community Centre (Old School House)

CAB (Henley) website

www.caox.org.uk/henley

Kidmore End Parish Room
Bookings: Paula Beville
Newsletter/Website
Contributions
Are we missing your club or society?
Would you like to see their activities
listed in the Newsletter? Do you have
any news items or pictures for the
Parish?
If you would like to contribute to the
next edition, or to the website we’d be
delighted to hear from you. Articles
can be sent to editor of the editorial
board or directly to the website
webmaster
The closing date for the next edition is
08 Dec 2017.

10 - 11am (Thursdays)
10 - 11am (Fridays)

0118 972 2247

Diamond Jubilee Pavilion at Gallowstree Common
Bookings: Roger Penfold
0118 947 3130
Kidmore End Memorial Hall
Bookings: Debbie Page

07802 347943

Newsletter Editorial Board

Caroline Aldridge (Editor) (editor@kepc.info )

0118 972 3700

Andy Miros

0118 972 1001

Jackie Russell

0118 972 2214

Shelia Forde

0118 972 2052

Ana Silva O’Reilly (webmaster)
Parish Council website

Printed by Henley College Reprographics Dept.

Contact: Nancy Barlow 01491 634107

webmaster@kepc.info
www.kepc.info
E-mail: nbar@henleycol.ac.uk

