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PUBLIC MEETING
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Chairman's Report
Neighbourhood Development Plan
In April Rachael Riach, a planning officer leading on Neighbourhood
Development Plans (NDP) from SODC, spoke to the Parish Council.
Following her presentation, it was apparent that this important issue is
becoming more pressing. Our parish is constantly under threat from
developers and a neighbourhood plan would give us the opportunity
to choose where and when development should take place. An NDP
would inform and influence planning decisions and without one we
could find that our wishes are ignored. However, an NDP would be a
considerable undertaking requiring support from within the
community. A steering group would be needed, and a team of
volunteers to help with delivering and collecting surveys.
Councillors have decided to hold a public meeting to provide
information for residents and to allow a discussion of what is involved.
continued on page 2
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I cannot overstate the importance of this matter to the future shape of our parish and I hope that as
many of you as possible will be able to attend on 7 July.
SODC have further information on NDPs on their website, http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/servicesand-advice/planning-and-building/planning-policy/neighbourhood-plans. You can see an example
of an NDP, for Longworth, a small village in the Vale of White Horse District here
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/services-and-advice/planning-and-building/planningpolicy/neighbourhood-plans/longworth-neighbourhoo
Play Area
The construction of the play area started at the end of May. Once the equipment is in place, the
turf will be laid and when that is established the safety surface will be laid and the play area open.
When we have a date for completion it will be published on the website with details of the opening
ceremony.
Fish Bus Service
The FISH bus service ended at the end of April as not enough people were using it. However,
FISH runs a very comprehensive service and will collect residents from their homes when
necessary. Please use the FISH website or contact them by phone for more details.
Website - http://www.fishvolunteercentre.co.uk/
email - office@fishvolunteercentre.co.uk
Phone - 0118 972 3986
Go Active Gold
Senior circuits classes are now running on Thursdays at the Diamond Jubilee Pavilion at
Gallowstree Common and Tai Chi on Mondays. See page 12. The website gives times of other
local GO Active Gold activities, http://www.getoxfordshireactive.org/go-active-gold.
Other, commercial, courses at the Pavilion include Pilates, Yoga and Tai Chi. Most of the course
leaders advertise at the entrance to the Pavilion.
Phone Boxes
We hope to progress with the redesigning of the phone boxes very soon. We now have
permission to turn the box in Kidmore End around, so the door doesn't enter into the hedge and
move it forward so you can get into it. If you would like to help with this project please email via the
website. Current ideas for the phone boxes include, local information, local history, book swaps
and walking maps etc.
Car Speeds in the Parish
In the majority of the parish the speed limit is 30mph, so you can imagine PCSO Will Pomroy was
surprised when a car whistled past him at 46mph along Horsepond Road in Gallowstree Common.
There will be speed checks along this road from time to time and we hope that the speeding will
reduce.
A reduction in the speed limit in the village of Kidmore End to 20 mph is being considered. OCC
are consulting on this and you can respond at
https://consultations.oxfordshire.gov.uk/consult.ti/KidmoreEnd20mphSpeed/consultationHome
David King
For many years, 8, I think, David King was the webmaster for the Council’s website, which he
undertook in a voluntary capacity. We would like to publicly thank David for this work, the website
always operated very well and he developed the site for us until very recently.
...continued on page 6
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Play Area News
Much has been happening to the play areas in Kidmore End and Gallowstree Common since the
last issue of the newsletter. For those of you who have been following the fund raising efforts of
our Parish Council chairman, Sue Biggs, you will know that Sue has managed to nearly reach the
grand total needed for the projects.
She has managed to reduce
the quote supplied by Playdale
and out-sourced some of the
jobs to others in the parish
which will make the promised
funds go further. This means
that the children and young
people in the parish can look
forward to a new look play area
in Kidmore End, where the
remaining bark pits are being
replaced with safety-lock
surface and turf.
A more exciting project has
been taking place at the play
area in Gallowstree Common,
where the old platform is being replaced by a wonderful new climbing and play structure which will
bring excitement and lots of pleasure to everyone.
All of this sounds like a fairly easy project to coordinate, but it has been far from straight forward.
Local contractors offered to remove the bark from the play areas in Kidmore End and Gallowstree
Common. They arrived with spades, quickly realised that the job needed more fire power and a
dumper truck was hired. It soon became apparent that more heavy duty equipment was required,
so a mini digger and
large front loader
were seconded to
help. In the end,
man and machine
managed to move
the bark out of the
pits, ready for the
arrival of Playdale at
the start of June.
Once Playdale have
finished building the
new climbing frame,
they will leave the
bark pits ready to be
filled and reseeded.
Teams of volunteers
in Gallowstree
Common and
Kidmore End are ready to water these reseeded areas so that the new turf gets established, then
Playdale will return to fit the safety lock surface under the swings and new climbing frame.
continued on page 5
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The Parish Church
In the Spring Newsletter reference was made to our hope
that the appointment of an Associate Priest to work
alongside the Rector and his ministry team would soon be
announced. We are pleased to say that the Revd Sheila
Walker, currently ministering in the Diocese of Exeter, will
be joining us in the autumn. This is great news and we do
trust that she will enjoy being part of the ministry team. We pray for Sheila and her husband Tim
as they move to our area in the next few months.
Also, Stewart Morgan, currently one of our two Licensed Lay Ministers, is due to be ordained
deacon by the Bishop of Oxford in Christ Church Cathedral on 1 July. Thereafter he will serve as
a non-stipendiary Ordained Local Minister and Assistant Curate in the Benefice (Rotherfield
Peppard and Kidmore End & Sonning Common). Stewart and his wife Val will be in our thoughts
and prayers as he begins this new and exciting part of his journey as a minister in the Church.
Following the success of Primavera: A Concert for Spring we did not have long to wait for a
follow-up, a large audience being richly entertained by the varied and well-balanced programme
which Frances Brewitt-Taylor (our Musical Director) had put together for A Medley for May. The
highlight of this concert was a performance eagerly awaited by the audience and the other
performers – the debut, locally, of our Rector as a baritone soloist. We were not to be
disappointed, as a review in The Lamb and Flag put it: “Everyone’s hopes and expectations were
met in his lovely rendering of Love bade me welcome by R Vaughan Williams.”
At our Annual Parochial Church Meeting in April, our grateful thanks were extended to Robert
Lynch and Karen Broadbent for all they have done as Churchwardens in recent times. Both were
re-elected unanimously.
The St John’s choir is still looking for more members, especially male voices. They practise on
Friday evenings, and anyone interested should contact Frances Brewitt-Taylor at
frances@hotmail.com or 0118 9482743.
Readers wishing to keep up-to-date with church news/events should refer to Our website www.lambandflag.org
Our pages on website www.achurchnearyou.com
Our church magazine, The Lamb and Flag, and our new notice board at St John’s (near the
entrance to the school playground).
A weekly parish newsletter provides information about church and social events. To receive this
newsletter by email, readers should subscribe (free) on our website (see above). The link to
“Weekly Parish Notices” can be found on the website’s Welcome page.
Neil Scott (On behalf of the Parochial Church Council)
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If all goes to plan, there will be a grand reopening of both play areas in July. You can follow this
project on our website, and see lots of pictures.
Don’t forget that there is lots of composted bark free for you to take away for your
gardens/allotments. You
can find the bark in a large
pile at Kidmore End and in
the car park at
Gallowstree Common
(and another pile behind
the Pavilion, and some
more bark further along in
the recreation field when
the previous piles have
gone).
All the work carried out in
the play areas relies on
community support. We
would not be able to
replace the old equipment
without the support of
children, young people
and parishioners, who were involved in deciding what sort of equipment should replace the old
platform, the support of neighbours and volunteers, the support of local businesses and
contractors, and people who have given services for free or just charged for their costs.
We are very grateful for your support, and know that the upgraded play areas will provide an
important focus for people to meet and play in Kidmore End and Gallowstree Common.

News From Club SC - Sonning Common Youth Club
We are Sonning Common's youth club for young people, a place to relax, have fun and make new
friends. We meet at Chiltern Edge School on Wednesday (years 6, 7 and 8) and Thursday (years
9, 10 and 11) evenings from 7pm - 9pm. We are open throughout the summer holidays.
We play sports, make cakes, play pool, dance, listen to music, make music, pamper ourselves,
create things, make things and do great things! Sometimes we go on trips to places like Thorpe
Park, Paintballing and bowling.
Everyone is welcome at Club SC -Sonning Common Youth Club and we look forward to meeting
you. More information at www.clubsc.co.uk or check out our Facebook page to keep up to date
with the latest schedule, www.facebook.com/sonningcommonyouthcentre.
Follow us: twitter.com/club_sc
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Website, Email and Facebook
When you go onto the website you can now register to get email alerts to news that affects the
parish or events within the parish. We have also set up a Facebook page.
Website
kepc.info Facebook https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=kidmore end parish council
Chiltern Edge School
The Council is monitoring the situation at Chiltern Edge and the current threat of closure following
the commencement of special measures. I have attended a meeting at Chiltern Edge. The new
head of the school was present and was very positive when speaking about the future of the
school. At the meeting in May, your Council passed a resolution
“That the Parish Council wishes to see Chiltern Edge School successfully brought
out of special measures and retained in situ to continue with its important
educational and community role in the area”.
The consultation deadline has been extended to 30 June.
http://www.chilternedge.oxon.sch.uk/consultation_guidance.html
There is a strong local campaign supporting keeping the school open, and an online petition.
Local Plans
The Council has responded to both the South Oxfordshire and Reading draft local plans.
Gladman proposed development in the parish of Eye and Dunsden
CAGE, the representatives of the group of parishes, continues to meet, to monitor developments
with this application for 245 houses. The application is currently under consideration - it has not
yet been determined by the District Council, despite what was reported in the local print media.
So all is still in the air, but being carefully watched by local parishes.
Hedges
May I please ask residents who have hedges adjoining roads to keep them cut back, to avoid
obstructing the carriageway, or the footway, in the few places where we have the latter.
Hope to see you on 7 July.
Sue Biggs Chairman of the Parish Council

Planning application in Tokers Green
A looming planning dispute within the parish involves land between Tokers Green and
Reading, backing on to Mapledurham golf course, known as Colonel’s Bottom. A developer
wishes to build 10 or 14 houses on the site known as The Elms. There are several concerns
about the proposal, including traffic, wildlife and erosion of the current green boundary and what
that could mean in the future should Reading want to expand.
The planning references are P17/S2003/FUL and P17/S2021/FUL and can be found on the SODC
planning website. They are open for consultation until 7 July so please raise your
objections/support for both applications at http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/services-andadvice/planning-and-building/find-application. In addition, there is a petition against the proposal
which is available at www.change.org/p/felicity-hands-off-colonel’s-bottom-act-now.
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War Memorial News
To anyone driving or walking past the War Memorial in Kidmore End, you might think that nothing
has been happening, and that the Parish Council and Parochial Church Council have been
twiddling their thumbs.
This is not the case. We are all actively trying to sort out paperwork to allow preliminary
investigations to determine what is causing the subsidence, finding people who are prepared to
help, and organising a team to manage the War Memorial project. We expect preliminary works to
investigate the problems to start in July 2017.
Since the last issue of the newsletter, we now know that the War Memorial was dedicated in 1921,
and handed over to the community at that point. Neil Scott informed me that it was his
understanding that the War Memorial commemorates the men of both Kidmore End and Sonning
Common parishes.
Luckily we have a volunteer, Imogen, who is keen to find out as much as possible about the War
Memorial. If you have any information which may be of help to Imogen, please email her using
our new war memorial email address, warmemorial@kepc.info. Imogen is going to search Parish
Records and the Archives in Cowley and we will report on her progress in future articles.
Our War Memorial is an integral part of our Parish. It is a feature that we all appreciate. The
twentieth century paid a terrible price to allow us to live in our democratic country. It is imperative
that we do not forget the price paid for our modern lives by those who did not get the chance to
grow old.
I am sure that we will be fundraising later in the year to ensure that our War Memorial is
underpinned and left in a fit and proper state for future generations.

Parish Stiles and Gates
I’m sure many who walk the Kidmore End footpaths must be as appreciative as I am of the new
gates that have been installed to replace stiles in the parish. This has been done under the
auspices of The Chiltern Society. It has been the policy to try and replace stiles with gates in as
many parishes as possible. To date nine of the 14 stiles in this parish have been replaced by
gates.
These gates are installed by South Oxon Chiltern Society volunteers who meet about three times a
month and spend a morning replacing the stiles. Much organisation is needed behind the scenes
liaising with landowners, obtaining gates, collecting all the necessary tools, inspecting the sites,
arranging delivery of equipment and much more.
Every parish in the Chilterns has a volunteer Chiltern Society parish representative who keeps an
eye on the paths and reports any problems to the Society and the Oxfordshire Footpath Officer.
I have been that rep for about 15 years and try to walk all the paths at least twice a year.
I think we can all agree that the results are a great improvement, and they cost nothing as they are
paid for by grants from the Oxfordshire organisation, TOE2, which funds environmental projects.
This organisation aims to be the key independent funder for Oxfordshire and channels funds from
companies, trusts and the Landfill Communities Fund to invest in the Oxfordshire environment.
Jill Kendal

kendalwoodbury@supanet.com
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The Future of Chiltern Edge School
As many of you know, Chiltern Edge School was put into special measures in April following an
‘Inadequate’ Ofsted rating. There have been several meetings about the future of the school in
subsequent months.
At the latest meeting on 14 June 2017, Sonning Common Parish Council invited representatives
from local organisations including Kidmore End Parish Council, Rotherfield Peppard Parish
Council, Oxfordshire County Council, Chiltern Edge School, Former Governors of the school, the
Head teachers of Kidmore End Primary School and Bishopswood School, and community
representatives including supporters of Save our Edge, to discuss how the school will be saved.
Local MPs were unable to attend.
The new interim Head teacher of Chiltern Edge School, Moira Green, who had been in place for
eight days, gave an impassioned account of how she will turn the school around, with a time frame
and indications of how improvement will be measured by external auditors appointed from local
secondary schools.
A plan has been formulated and approved by the Department of Education. Oxfordshire County
Council have stated that closure is not off the table, but that this would be a last resort. OCC are in
talks with possible Academy partners.
There will be a cabinet meeting, chaired by Cllr Hilary Hibbert-Biles, on 18 July to discuss progress
so far. OCC will decide at that point on the way forward, and will discuss the bench marks which
the school will have to achieve to prove that things are turning around. Green shoots were the
order of the day, with Moira Green asserting that there will be measurable improvements by the
end of October 2017.
New members of staff with a track record of turning things around have been appointed. Parents
and students are keen to support staff, the new Head and the new governors, and there is
overwhelming support for the school from the local community.
I came away from the meeting in a more positive frame of mind. OCC appear to be listening to
supporters of Chiltern Edge School. There is strong new leadership in the school which will drive
changes forward. When Academy status is achieved, with the added bonus of new sports facilities
(see Sonning Common Neighbourhood Plan), Chiltern Edge School will once again be the leading
community focal point in Sonning Common.
Caroline Aldridge

Do you have news or information which would be of
interest to other residents in the Parish?
Or do you have something to celebrate?
Let us know by emailing the editor or calling any newsletter team
member
(Contact details at the bottom of page16)

K IDM ORE E ND P ARIS H C OU NCI L

P AGE 9

South Chiltern
Choral Society
South Chiltern Choral
Society is a large,
friendly choir that loves to
sing all sorts of music –
classical, traditional, easy
listening, jazz and
contemporary. Based in
Sonning Common, new
members are very
welcome, especially
tenors and basses. The
society will be holding
their Summer Concert in
the grounds of Queen
Anne’s School on
Saturday 8 July. The
choir will be singing
Rutter’s ‘The Sprig of
Thyme’ song collection
plus choral pieces by
Haydn, Brahms,
Mendelssohn, Faure and
Franck, conducted by
Paul Burke and
accompanied by Ian
Westley.
In line with the summer
theme, the audience is
invited to picnic in the
grounds of the school
before the concert.
Please come along with
your picnic hampers to
Queen Anne’s School,
Henley Road,
Caversham, RG4 6DX at
5pm – the concert will start at 7pm. There is ample free parking and wheelchair access.
Tickets cost £12 (under 21s £6) and are available via the choir’s website
www.southchilternchoralsociety.org.uk or the box office on 07500 032840.
If you are considering joining the choir, please have a look at the website which gives more detail.
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Kidmore End CE (VA) Primary School
I am sure I am not the only
parent who has been hugging
their children a little tighter
than usual recently, in
response to the tragic events
in Manchester and London.
In assembly we have looked
at the huge response to help
those affected, both in the UK
and across the world. When
the world seems bleak,
human spirit and kindness
perseveres and each of us
have a part to play in
behaving with compassion
and love to our fellow human
beings.
It seems very appropriate
then, that our focus value for
this final term of the year is
Friendship, and that we have
chosen to use a teaching
resource in each class called
“No Outsiders in our School.”
Our main corridor has already
been brought to life with a
representation of every child
in the school, using a variety
of creative approaches, so
the children have begun to
consider their differences and
unique qualities through their
art work.
As you may know, as schools
we have a statutory duty to
promote diversity, through
supporting the Equality Act,
and to teach British Values
including individual liberty and
mutual respect for and
tolerance of those with
different faiths and beliefs
and for those without faith. As
well as contributing to
preventing extremism, we are
also required to challenge
homophobia as part of the
Behaviour and Safety aspect
of Ofsted inspections.

The ‘No Outsiders in our
School’ resource addresses all
aspects of the Equality Act
through picture books. It is a
hugely positive approach,
celebrating difference within
individuals, families and
communities. Many of the
books are old favourites, such
as Elmer the Elephant, while
some are newer and perhaps
reflect better the realities of life
in the 21st century. The
governors had a very
enjoyable time at our last
meeting reading the books and
looking at the lesson plans,
and staff have also had time to
look at them in detail. Parents
were also invited into school to
look at the resources, as a
starting point for discussion at
home.
In our collective worship we
have been discussing the
Ralph Waldo Emerson quote
‘The only way to have a friend,
is to be a friend’ and the
importance of demonstrating
friendly behaviour to everyone
we encounter in school and
beyond. We are looking at
examples of friendship in the
Bible and reflecting on how we
can make sure our school is
truly inclusive of everyone,
celebrating our differences as
well as the things we have in
common. Later in the term we
will be working with a visiting
artist on a performance piece
on the theme of ‘A World of
Difference’ which will be shown
after Sports Day and promises
to be exciting and rather
different as you would expect!
We will also be again
supporting the ‘Send My Friend
to School’ campaign. 263

million children across the
world miss out on education,
and world leaders have made
a clear promise to ensure
every child in the world gets a
quality education by 2030. At
the moment that goal doesn’t
look like being achieved until
2084, fifty years too late. We
will be creating jigsaw pieces
and sending them to our local
MP to raise this important
issue again. We are
committed to continuing our
support for this campaign until
children across the world are
able to benefit from the
education we take for granted
in our school.
I have asked Year Six to
reflect, in their final term in
school, on what their time at
our school with their friends
has meant to them. Here’s
what Lotty, Greta, Joe and
Spike had to say:
“School would not be complete
without friends who help you,
encourage you at your hardest
times and give you company
when you’re feeling alone.”
“As friends we think our
experience at Kidmore end
School wouldn’t be the same
without friendships. The
feeling of us as a big school
family is like no other. Since
we are in our last year at the
special school we will have to
leave many friendships behind
to start new adventures, which
will only make us treasure our
memories at Kidmore End
more.”
Linda Hull

Headteacher
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Kidmore End Pre-School
Hello from the pre-school. As
I write, the sun is shining
which is lovely to see; much
nicer than a couple of weeks
ago when my daughter came
home from Kidmore End
Primary rather soggy every
day! She is in Year 6 and had
spent the last week cycling
between raindrops around
Kidmore End in her cycle
proficiency classes. She has
thoroughly enjoyed them,
despite the wet weather!
Perhaps the clouds are empty
now
At pre-school, we’ve had a
hectic month or so, not least
because we had a visit from
Ofsted. Our staff reacted with
their usual total
professionalism and carried on
as normal under the
Inspector’s watchful eye. We
are delighted to let you know
that we have continued to be
graded as Good. The
Inspector commented that we
offer 'the highest standards of
service across every area of
the provision', ensuring that
the children are given 'a
secure and successful basis
for all future learning'. The
Inspector was highly
complimentary about our
Manager Nicky - with her
successful and 'innovative'
leadership skills - and all our
wonderful staff, describing
them as 'sensitive, observant

and responsive' and
'experienced and caring'. This
was my first experience of
Ofsted, it's a highly stressful
36 hours. I am so proud of the
hard work, dedication and
professionalism shown by all
our team.
In other news, our Mud
Kitchen is proving very
popular with our children. The
free-play opportunities it
provides them with have been
embraced with gusto, and
mud pies are regularly on the
menu. Some of our children
and their families thoroughly
enjoyed our outing to
Legoland in May. We’ve put
some of the pictures up on our
Facebook page and website.
Our popular Preparation for
Big School sessions are well
underway. Taking place all
day on a Monday, these
sessions are reserved for our
older children who will be
moving on in July, and are
designed to help them to be
‘school ready’. Thus, in
addition to starting to learn
some phonics to help with
reading skills, we will be
practicing getting changed for
PE and all sorts of other
important age-appropriate
developmental skills. These
sessions – which we run every
year throughout Term 5 and 6
– are very popular and help

Best wishes Emma Hawker, Business Manager and Registrar

the children through what can
be a tricky time for some.
We have lots of other fun
activities planned throughout
the term. From our French
lessons to our Little Lambs
monthly church visits, from a
picnic in the park to races in
our garden. The summer is
looking excitingly busy!
Kidmore End Pre-School is a
small pre-school set in a rural
location, with session numbers
limited to 14 children. We are
holding our next Open
Morning on Friday 14 July
from 0930-1030. If you would
like a place to come along,
please do drop me a note.
I do still have a limited number
of spaces on the register so if
you would like more
information about our
wonderful pre-school, or you
would like to add your child to
our waiting list, please do not
hesitate to let me know. You
can contact me on
0118 9484985 or e-mail
enquiries@keps.co.uk as soon
as possible. Please see our
website at
www.kidmoreendpreschool.co.
uk for further information or
find us on Facebook
@kidmoreendpreschool
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Go Active Gold – Senior Strength Training Circuit

A

s we grow older our body naturally starts
to change and slow down. Our muscles
lose mass, ligaments and tendons get
stiffer, bones become less dense and more fragile, our heart is less able to send blood quickly
around our body and our metabolic rate slows.
All of these changes can have significant effects
on our physical health and ability to go about our
daily lives. Older people are susceptible to
health conditions such as osteoporosis, arthritis and diabetes as well as falls
and fractures. Although these changes are inevitable with age, sedentary lifestyles and unhealthy choices like smoking and a poor diet can accelerate
these changes.
But it isn't all doom and gloom! Research has shown that long term regular
exercise can help counteract the effects of ageing and reduce the risk of developing conditions such as high blood pressure and heart disease. Strength
training exercises are particularly important to keep our muscles healthy and
strong and keep us able to do the things we enjoy for longer.
A circuit of strength training exercises can have many positive effects such
as:



Improving muscle and joint strength and flexibility





Reducing stress on bones Reducing pain and stiffness




Increasing metabolism



Improving sleep Increasing confidence

Improving cardiovascular fitness
Burning calories

Improving mood

South Oxfordshire District Council's Go Active Gold scheme is introducing a
new Senior Strength Training Circuit class for people over 60 in Goring
Heath.
Mr Simone Passeri
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Go Active Gold – Activities for the over 60s
South Oxfordshire’s programme of activities for the over 60s began earlier this year and is
ongoing. Locally, Tai Chi and Senior Circuits sessions are taking place in the Diamond Jubilee
Pavilion, Gallowstree Common. Sessions are also happening at other venues in South
Oxfordshire with Table Tennis on offer at some of them.
If you fancy trying something then take a look at the website
www.getoxfordshireactive.org/southoxfordshire and download the list to see what is available, or
contact Mr Simone Passeri on 07717 326661.
At the Diamond Jubilee Pavilion Tai Chi sessions are 11 am – 12 pm on Mondays and will
continue over the summer. Senior Circuits are 9.30 am – 10.30 am on Tuesdays until 11 July, and
will then pause over summer and restart in September, date to be confirmed. Pilates is also being
planned for September. There is a small charge of £4 for these sessions. Please book by calling
Simone on the number above or by email simone.passeri@southandvale.gov.uk.

Trust for Oxfordshire’s Environment (TOE2)
Oxfordshire’s independent environment funder, TOE2 was established in 2011 as an
environmental funder for Oxfordshire which distributes funds from Grundon Waste Management
through the Landfill Communities. TOE2 has funds available to support projects in Oxfordshire
which are aimed at improving access to the countryside, for monitoring and increasing
biodiversity, and for low carbon projects.
Main grant scheme: TOE2 welcomes grant applications for funding; most grants are up to £5,000.
Projects are invited to apply that:


Promote and improve biodiversity



Support Oxfordshire’s Low Carbon Agenda through encouraging energy efficiency and the
sustainable use of renewable resources in community facilities (includes water efficiency,
waste prevention and local food projects)



Improve access to green spaces and the countryside

TOE2 and TVERC Recorders’ Grant Scheme: TOE2 invites applications for small projects that
improve the quality, quantity and/or coverage of voluntary species recording in Berkshire and
Oxfordshire. Applications may be stand alone grants to support better recording or they may be
linked to a larger biodiversity application to TOE2.
Application deadline is 4 September with more details at
http://www.trustforoxfordshire.org.uk/how-to-apply.htm.
Please contact TOE2 to discuss your project ideas - 01865 407003 or
admin@trustforoxfordshire.org.uk
Trust for Oxfordshire’s Environment
(TOE2)Earth Trust Centre
Little Wittenham
OX14 4QZ
01865 407003

admin@trustforoxfordshire.org.uk

www.trustforoxfordshire.org.uk
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Local Weather Report: Spring 2017
Average
Minimum
Temperature
C

Rainfall

Average
Maximum
Temperature

Totals

Highest

F

C

F

mm

in

mm

in (day)

March

13.8

57

6.7

44

47

1.8

10

0.4 (3rd)

April

15.0

59

4.8

41

9

0.4

3

0.1 (30th)

May

17.6

64

9.8

50

65

2.5

18

0.7 (17th)

121

4.7

Rainfall - 3 months to end May 2017

This spring was drier than last year with 56 days without rain. April was particularly dry with no
rain falling before the 16th, and a total of only 9mm/0.4in rain in the whole month; the driest month
in the four years I have been reporting. There was only one day this spring that recorded more
than 13mm/0.5in rain (17 May).
The maximum temperature recorded each month was over 21C/70F. These warm days pushed
the average maximum temperatures in March and April up on last year whilst temperatures in May
climbed steadily upwards with a particularly warm spell from 22nd onwards. The minimum
temperature for March was noticeably higher at 6.7C/44F compared with 1.8C/35F last year.
This spring there were no sub-zero nights, the last sub-zero night was 27 February. Ground frosts
continued through April with the final one being on 29 April – the same date as in both 2015 and
2016! Dare we put out tender plants from early May now?

Lowest and Highest temperatures for 3 months to May 2017
Lowest

Highest

C

F (day)

C

F (day)

March

1.3

34 (16th)

21.6

71 (30th)

April

0.2

32 (29th)

24.2

75 (9th)

May

3.2

38 (9th)

25.2

77 (26th)

Chris Brook
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Gardening
It feels like summer has arrived with a colourful bang. The front
gardens in the whole parish are looking lovely, so I really think that
most of you do not need my gardening tips! I am now going to give
some advice for a colourful spring garden; planning really does start
in July for a colourful start to 2018.
I like to use lots of colour. My favourite spring plants include bulbs
(all), primroses, hellebores and pansies. Nothing too sophisticated,
just plants that work. I have just been introduced to a new pansy
which is more of a thorough-bred than the usual bedding variety. This lovely plant is called Viola
Avril Lawson; a perennial violetta with deep purple flowers, a lovely scent and a scrambling habit.
Repeat flowering from spring into summer; having not grown it before I do not know if it continues
to flower into autumn. My winter flowering pansies are still hard at work, flowering their hearts out
for 8 months now. It seems a shame to dig them out to put the petunias in.
Bulbs to order from August for planting in September include snowflakes (Leucojum), wild daffodils
(Narcissus pseudonarcissus), dwarf daffodils (Jetfire is a favourite of mine), Alliums (including
Allium Purple Sensation, Allium christophii, Allium sphaerocephalon, and Allium niger which has
white flowers). If you get tulip bulbs, these need to be planted in October. All bulbs can be
purchased either online or from garden centres and nurseries. I tend to wait until the first rains in
autumn before planting bulbs, it being much easier to dig holes in damp earth rather than in
something resembling concrete.
Foxgloves are an impressive sight in the spring garden. They are biennial, which means that they
need to be sown now to flower next year. You can choose white, pink, purple or peach plants, so
there is some scope for a colour theme. There are other choices regarding flower form, but I must
admit to loving the ordinary, wild plant that creeps into the garden from the woodland edge.
Primroses can be split up now, so you either split up clumps in your own garden, or acquire them
from a friend. It is easy to grow these plants from seed, but sow the seed straight away when
collected from the plant. Remember, it is a criminal offence to remove plants from the wild to put
in your garden.
Lawn care: It is difficult to look ahead and gauge the best time to raise the blades on the
lawn mower. If too early, then the grass will get too tall. If too late, then the grass will scorch in a
period of drought. Good luck.
Weeding: The wet winter and spring have encouraged lots of annual weeds (and some
pernicious perennials), but if your weeds have got out of hand, do not despair. On a dry day, it can
be very relaxing removing weeds from the borders. Just do a little bit at a time. At this time of the
year, it is just as important to sit in your garden as it is to work in it!
Colour: If you haven’t staked your herbaceous perennials, it is getting a bit late to do so
now for the early ones. Stake the later flowering ones now, so that they don’t get beaten to the
ground by thunderstorms. If you give early flowering perennials a close shave now, particularly the
Oriental poppies, early flowering hardy geraniums and cornflowers, then they will flower again in
the autumn. Don’t forget to dead head to keep the colour coming.
The most important thing to do in your garden this summer is to sit out in it and enjoy it.
Happy gardening! Caroline Aldridge

Hire the Diamond Jubilee Pavilion

The pavilion can be rented throughout the week. At a
rate of £10 per hour. The pavilion is suitable for children's parties, wedding receptions, fitness or
other classes and a host of other activities Please contact Mr Penfold on 0118 947 3130 or go to
Diamond Jubilee Pavilion for further information or to make a booking

Newsletter
Summer 2017

Useful Numbers and Contacts
Thames Valley Police, non emergency
101
emergency
999
website
www.thamesvalley.police.uk
Crime Stoppers (anonymous)
Victim Support

0800 555 111
01865 751511

Summer 2017

SODC

Parish Council Meetings:

ORCC Directory of Transport Schemes
email

19 Jul 2017
20 Sep 2017
18 Oct 2017

at 8pm in Kidmore End Parish Room
including 10 minutes public session.

email: info@southoxon.gov.uk 01235 422422
Open:

Mon-Thu
Fri

8.30 am - 5.00 pm
8.30 am - 4.30 pm

01865 883433
orc@oxonrcc.org.uk

Oxfordshire Rural Community Council,
Jericho Farm, Worton, Oxon OX29 4SZ
Oxfordshire Highways

0845 310 1111
www.oxfordshirehighways.org

Fix my Street

http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk

Parish Councillors
Parish Council Chairman
Clerk to the Council

Sue Biggs
Roger Penfold
email

0118 947 3130
clerk@kepc.info

30 Venetia Close, Emmer Green, Reading RG4 8UG

District Councillor
Rob Simister (rob_simister@msn.com)

01491 576352

County Councillor
Kevin Bulmer (kevin.bulmer@oxfordshire.gov.uk) 07803 005680
Citizens Advice Bureau
Friends of Sonning Common Library
Application form

http://www.kepc.info/
news.php#foscl-application

03444 111444

Services available at 32 Market Place, Henley
Drop-in service - Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri 10 - 1pm; Wed 3 - 6pm
Pre-booked appointments - Mon, Tue, Thu 10 - 4pm; Wed 3 - 6pm; Fri 10 - 4pm
Telephone advice - Mon, Tue, Wed 10 - 6pm; Thu 10 - 6.30pm; Fri 10 - 4pm

Services also available at: (call above number for an appointment)
Watlington Parish Office (Old School Place)
Woodcote Community Centre (Old School House)

CAB (Henley) website

www.caox.org.uk/henley

Kidmore End Parish Room
Bookings: Paula Beville
Newsletter/Website
Contributions
Are we missing your club or society?
Would you like to see their activities
listed in the Newsletter? Do you have
any news items or pictures for the
Parish?
If you would like to contribute to the
next edition, or to the website we’d be
delighted to hear from you. Articles
can be sent to editor of the editorial
board or directly to the website
webmaster
The closing date for the next edition is
15 Sep 2017.

10 - 11am (Thursdays)
10 - 11am (Fridays)

0118 972 2247

Diamond Jubilee Pavilion at Gallowstree Common
Bookings: Roger Penfold
0118 947 3130
Kidmore End Memorial Hall
Bookings: Debbie Page

07802 347943

Newsletter Editorial Board

Caroline Aldridge (Editor) (editor@kepc.info )

0118 972 3700

Andy Miros

0118 972 1001

Jackie Russell

0118 972 2214

Shelia Forde

0118 972 2052

Ana Silva O’Reilly (webmaster)
Parish Council website
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Contact: Nancy Barlow 01491 634107

webmaster@kepc.info
www.kepc.info
E-mail: nbar@henleycol.ac.uk

