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1. This Report is being submitted for the purposes of review at the monthly meeting of the KEPC on 
June 23 2010. It consists of a summary of events since the issue of Affordable Housing was 
considered by the Council in March 2010.  It concludes with a recommendation that the Chairman's   
letter to Parishioners  and the Housing Need Survey, both  attached to this Report, should be sent to 
all Parishioners forthwith.   

2.  Councillors will recall that at its meeting in March the Council appointed a sub-committee of Mrs 
Biggs, Dr Knapp and Mr Swift to consider the issue of Affordable Housing, in particular having regard 
to a proposal from the ORCC that part of the glebe land at Cold Norton Corner, owned by the 
Diocese of Oxford, should be considered as  eligible as an "exception site" for that purpose. 

3. The Sub Committee submitted its report on April 14. The substance of its recommendations was 
that a Housing Need Survey, in the standard form adopted by the ORCC, should be sent but that, in 
addition, having regard to the circumstances in which the proposal had come before the Council, a 
General Survey should also be sent, in which one of the key questions would be whether 
Parishioners , even if they were not in housing need, were in favour of or against the proposal in 
respect of the Cold Norton Corner site, currently rented by Mr R Hansen and operated commercially 
as a market garden.  Moreover, the Sub Committee recommended that a new covering letter should 
be drafted to replace that which had been put before the Council at its March meeting and, in 
particular, that it should be signed by the Chairman of the Parish Council, and not by the ORCC. 

4. At its April meeting the Council deferred consideration of the Sub-Committee's report to allow 
members of the Council to comment on general and specific issues raised in the report, including the 
form of the questions out in the General Survey. At its May meeting the Council adopted the Sub-
Committee's report, as amended by documents circulated before the May meeting.   

5. The ORCC, in consultation with the SODC, then made it clear to the Sub Committee that they 
opposed both the General Survey and the redrafted covering letter.  While the SODC would be 
prepared to finance the distribution and review of the Housing Needs Survey they would not finance 
the General Survey.  The ORCC did, however, produce what they called a "final draft" of the covering 
letter which incorporated  some of the Sub Committee's draft and thus , for the first time, clarified 
that the distribution of the Housing Needs Survey was intimately connected with the agreement 
reached between the Oxford Diocesan Board of Finance and the ORCC in respect of the use of the 
glebe land for affordable housing. 

6.  However, the draft was deficient in one key respect. There would still, under the proposals of the 
ORCC and SODC, be no opportunity under any survey financed by the SODC for Parishioners to 
express a view in favour of or against the Cold Norton Corner proposal.  The Sub Committee, having 
regard both to the decision of the Council in May and with a view to maintaining control over this 
process, responded that this was unacceptable and invited the ORCC to review its position.  In 
return, the Sub Committee confirmed that it would recommend that the General Survey need not be 
sent out.   



7. The result of the discussions with the ORCC is that the ORCC has confirmed that a specific 
question relating to the glebe land will be included within the Housing Needs Survey and that, 
exceptionally, this question is open to all parishioners to answer, not just those who state eligibility 
for housing need.  Moreover, anonymity is secured.   

8. The Sub Committee has confirmed to the ORCC that the covering letter and the content of the 
Housing Need Survey is now acceptable to it.  The Sub Committee is grateful to Ms Anna Kennedy of 
the ORCC for her cooperation throughout this period. 

9. In these circumstances the Sub Committee recommends that the Attachments to this report are 
approved by Council and despatched forthwith.     The results should then be available for 
consideration by the Council at its September meeting. 
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Questionnaire  
Please complete this questionnaire if you need an affordable home and want to stay in Kidmore End Parish 

A separate form should be filled in for each new home that is required 
(eg if you have two children who each want their own home, they will need to complete separate forms) 

Q1 How many people are in each group who need a new home together? (Please write the number in the box) 
 

 Male   � 0-15  � 16-24  � 25-44  � 45-64  � 65+ 
 Female   � 0-15  � 16-24  � 25-44  � 45-64  � 65+ 
 
Q2 Why do you need a new home in this parish? 
 
 � Want to start first home � Tenure insecure   � Divorce/Separation   � Retiring 
 � Need bigger home  � Need smaller home   � Near family   � Near work 
 � Special needs   � Other (please specify) ______________________________________ 
 
Q3 Who owns the home you live in now? 
 
 � Self (with/ without mortgage) � Private rented   � Housing Association  � Tied to job 
 � Parents/ other relative  � Other (please specify) _________________________________ 
 
Q4 How many bedrooms will your new home need? _______________________________________ 
 
Q5  What type of home would you like? 
 
 � House    � Flat     � Bungalow    
 
Q6 Does anyone in your household have a specialist housing need? 
 
 � No   � Yes, Warden Assisted    � Yes, Limited mobility/ Wheelchair user 
 � Yes, Mental Health or Learning Disability    � Yes, Other (please specify) ___________ 
 
Q7 Which of the folllowing would be best for you? (please rank in order 1 = first choice etc.) 
 
 � Renting (Housing Association)   � Renting (Private)   � Buying on Open Market 
 � Shared Ownership (part rent, part buy with Housing Assoication)   
 
Q8 Can you give us some idea of how much rent/ mortgage you can afford to pay? 
 
 Each week  _______________ 
 
 or each month _______________ 
 
 
Q9 If you are interested in shared-ownership, how much do  
 you think you will be able to put down as a deposit?   
 
    _______________ 
 
Q10 Are you on the District Council Housing Register? 
 � No   � Yes   � If yes, what is your number? _______________________ 

We need to have some idea of how 
much you can afford so that we make 
sure we build the right number of the 

right sort of homes.   

In order to be considered for an affordable home, you must be registered on the South Oxfordshire 
District Council’s Housing Register. It is in your interest to register as soon as possible. Forms are 

available from SODC’s Crowmarsh offices, or by telephoning 01491 823000. 



 
Q11  Can you give us some idea of how much your household’s weekly net income is (including benefits,  
 except housing benefit)? 
 
 Each week  _______________ 
 
 or each month _______________ 
 
Q12  Do you live in the Parish at the moment? 
 
  � No   � Yes  How many years have you lived in the parish for? _____________ 
  
 If no, please answer question 13 
 
Q13 If you do not live in the parish now, what is your connection to it? 
 
 � Used to live in the parish 
 � Parent/ child lives in the parish 
 � Work in the parish (full-time, part-time, voluntary) 
 
 For each box ticked, please state how long for and when 
 
 _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Q14 Would you support a  development of affordable housing on the Glebe Land at Cold Norton Corner in Kidmore 
 End if there was a proven need from individuals or families with a genuine local connection to Kidmore End 
 Parish? 
 

 � Yes   � No   � Maybe 
     
Please use the space below if you wish to make further comments. You should be aware that these 
comments may be included, without mentioning anyones’ name, in feedback which is given to the Parish 
Council and Housing Association.  

If this survey shows that there is a need for affordable housing for local people, we may need to get back in 
touch with those people who have said they are in need, as we work with the Local Authority and Housing 
Associations to deliver the homes needed. Therefore, it would be helpful to us if you could include your 
contact details below. (This information will not be passed on to anyone else). 
 
Name:           Contact Number: 
 
Address: 

Thank you for taking the time to complete this questionnaire. 
Please return your form using the freepost envelope by Friday 16th July 2010. 


